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This month join us at our 

Open Meeting 

on 

Tuesday 3rd November 

10.00 am – 12 noon at 
The Arena, Ilkeston 

 

Our speaker this month is: 

Mike Kelley with “Sudan” 

Mike continues to entertain us 
with his experiences of 
working in the Sudan 

 

Refreshments available 
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Coming soon to our Open 
Meetings 

1st December: “Schnapps from the saddle” 
by Alistair Clark.  “A slow bike ride across 
Germany.  Alistair bought a second-hand 
bike in Karl Marx Allee in Berlin and set 
off to ride 650 kms almost to the Dutch 
border. 
Plus: “Angler’s Mates” prior to the talk. 

5th January: “Look what we found 
beneath the car park!” by Liz Keeley.  The 
discovery of Richard III and other tales of 
car park archaeology from around the 
world. 

2nd February: “An Officer and a Lady” by 
Carol Brooks.  Carol rose from Officer 
Cadet to Commanding Officer, and in 
between worked on the Line of 
Communication when Nato entered 
Kosovo.   

*** IMPORTANT *** 
Please note: All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of the two 
desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary so that we 
know how many have attended and, even more important, it is required to comply with 
fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-in sheet is available, please make 
sure you return to the desk later to sign in. 

 
 Find us on  Facebook   https:www.facebook.com/groups/1226535837801301   

Tel:07760 96632   Website:   www.ilkestonu3a.org.uk 

 
 

learn 
laugh 
live 
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Chairman’s Corner 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Members, 

I am writing this Corner, having had some ‘interesting’ weather on our return 
train trip from Scotland, with the wind still blowing outside!!  I trust that you have 
all managed to stay dry and safe. 

Where has this year gone? We have now set the membership fees for 2027! 
The Good News is that this year they will be reduced to £20, and £12 for 
Associate Members.  

At the December Open Meeting, in addition to our speaker, Alistair Clark, we 
will once again be welcoming the Angler’s Mates to entertain us. There will also 
be some Christmas refreshments. 

Many thanks for the offer of help with the laying of our wreath at the 
Remembrance Service at Ilkeston. All who are able to are welcome to attend. 

It’s just a short corner this month, but I look forward to meeting with everyone 
at the November Open Meeting on 3rd Nov. Meanwhile, stay safe! 

Andrew Davies  
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Money Matters 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

  
If members are interested, there is an exhibition  entitled "Inspired by Nature" 
showing Pollyanna Pickering's art work. The exhibition is on from 7th -15th November 
at "The Gallery", Brookvale House, Oaker, Matlock DE4 2JJ.  Admission is free. Anna 
Louise Pickering speaks regularly to us at our monthly open meetings. 

 

2027 Subscriptions 
Good news, and we don’t hear a lot of that these days!! 

The Ilkeston u3a bank account is in a good position, and the Committee has 
decided to reduce the 2027 subscriptions, as follows: 

Full Membership including the u3a Matters magazine    £20 

Associate Membership            £12 

2027 Membership forms will be available at our November Open meeting, to be 
taken away and completed.  Online forms will be available for completion or printing 
from 1st December. 

The preferred method of payment is by Bank Transfer if at all possible. As you are 
probably aware, Lloyds Bank is closing on November 5th, making my role as 
Treasurer more difficult, with having to pay in cash and cheques (fees chargeable) 
at a suitable banking hub, possibly outside of Ilkeston. Your help paying via bank 
transfer would be much appreciated.  

Gift Aid 
For every £1 of your Membership fee, as a registered charity, we can claim 25p. If 
you are a current UK taxpayer, please consider signing the Gift Aid section on the 
Membership form. 

We recently received a total of £756.16 for our 2025 claim, so it is of definite benefit 
to Ilkeston u3a. 
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Annual General Meeting of the Third Age Trust 

___________________________________________________________________ 

The 43rd Annual General Meeting of the Third Age Trust took place on Wednesday 14 
October 2026 at 11am, as a hybrid meeting, allowing delegates to attend in person or 
online. I attended on behalf of Ilkeston via zoom. The full recording of the 3-hour event, 
plus presentation slides are available below. 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/what-we-do/events/agm-2026 

Resolutions at the 2026 AGM 

A member-initiated resolution, and two amendments to it, were debated at the AGM. 
The full wording of the original resolution and amendments can be found in the AGM 
agenda. 

This resulted in the following resolution being voted on and adopted at the AGM: 

This AGM calls on the Third Age Trust Board to conduct a formal consultation 
with u3as before undertaking any activity that would involve the Trust in 
advocacy, campaigning or public policy outside the promotion of the u3a 
movement. 

Where such a consultation is undertaken, the Board shall publish the responses 
together with a reasoned statement of its conclusions and proposed actions, 
and report to the next AGM on how those conclusions have been acted upon. 

It was interesting to hear that Derby u3a have celebrated 40 years this year along with 
15 other u3a’s and sad that 79 u3a’s have closed owing to lack of membership and 
participation since covid- so I cannot stress the importance of us all playing our part 
please to help keep Ilkeston running.  

Apparently, u3a is one of the largest membership organisations in the UK with over 
435,000 active members in over 1,000 u3as. How did you get to find out about u3a? 
Spread the word. 

 
Alyson Marriott Business Secretary. 

 

 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/what-we-do/events/agm-2026
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Interest Groups Round-up 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Craft 
Just a few pictures of the ladies having a go at glass fusion. 

 

Dawn came to talk us through the process and 
then it was down to everyone to design their 
own. There should be some amazing results 
next month. 

Barbara, Val and Deb 

 

 
Bridge 
You are cordially invited to join us to play, watch and learn about the card game 'Bridge'.  

We meet every 2nd and 4th Thursday every month at the Rutland Cottage pub on Heanor 
Road from 2-4pm. 

Andrew Wright 

 

Line Dancing 
Line Dancing will be on 17th November.  Please arrive at 1.30 pm, as we're having a hot drink 
and mince pies for our Christmas get together. 

Don’t forget, we will not be meeting in December.  We’ll start again on January 15th at 2pm. 

Thank you, 

Ann Wheatley 
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Interest Groups Round-up continued 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Table Tennis 
Just to let you know, Table Tennis goes 
from strength to strength and we now play 
twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays.  Please contact me if you are 
interested in joining us. 

 

 
 
 
 
Golf 
Golf has suffered. Only 5 made it to the start line, as holidays and illness struck. However, we 
did manage some good scores:  David 54, Tim 49, Terry 48. Mitch 46 and Peter 38. 

Peter Winfield 

 

An Art Exhibition by Pollyanna Pickering 
___________________________________________________________________ 

If members are interested, there is an exhibition entitled "Inspired by Nature" 
displaying the work of Pollyanna Pickering.  

The exhibition is on from 7th - 15th November, 10 am – 6 pm  at "The Gallery", 
Brookvale House, Oaker, Matlock DE4 2JJ.  Admission is free.   

Her daughter, Anna Louise Pickering, is a regular speaker at our monthly open 
meetings, presenting her mother’s work and the background stories of their travels 

and conservation work, as well as the animals that inspired her. 

Russell Gough
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Poet’s Corner 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

A Squirrel . . . Really? 

By Janet Reeve 

 

Part 1 

Strange furry creature, long prehensile tail, 
Clinging, upside down, to the flimsy bird table, 
Looking like the mast of a ship in full sail! 
 

Stretching out to reach seeds, nuts, and tasty suet fat, 
Strung on thin waving strings, way below 
This elongated furry "snake", well fancy that! 

 
Scampering up into the safety of trees, 
Beady eyes twinkling out through leafy branches, 
Seeking, seeking every opportunity to seize, 
 

To seize this HIS cache, HIS private larder 
At his leisure, there, just for HIS pleasure, 
Ready meals, life made easier, birds’ lives harder. 

 
Intuitive, versatile, intelligent 
Lazy squirrel!! 
 

Part 2 
 

Ran up bare branch of apple tree, 
Picked rosy apple in his paws 
A truly amazing sight to see! 
 

Held in paws and claws, began to nibble 
Apple, round and red and juicy, 
Who are we to deny him or quibble! 

 
Apple slipped out of tiny claws 
Bouncing frighteningly on the ground 
Lying there, crushed, bruised and ignored! 
 

Scampers away along the fence 
Bushy tail held proud and straight, 
Disappearing into greenery dense 

 
Before the Pussy Pounced!! 

 
 Free image by rawpixel.com 
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Derbyshire Alert 

___________________________________________________________________ 

From: Derbyshire Constabulary via Neighbourhood Alert <alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk> 

Sent: Saturday, October 24, 2026 10:21 am 

To: alysonmarriott@live.co.uk <alysonmarriott@live.co.uk> 

Subject: Could criminals use your leaked data? Find out how to stay one step ahead 

[#781281370]  

  

 

 
 

Could criminals use your leaked data? Find out how to stay one step ahead 

The second edition of our fraud-fighting newsletter is now available. 

Written by officers from our fraud team, this edition focuses on what can happen after your 

data is leaked, how this can be used by criminals and how to protect yourself. 

Fraud Protect Officer Tammy Barnes said: “Thank you to everyone who got in touch with us 

with support and feedback for The Big Con. 

“We’re pleased to present this second edition, which is particularly topical considering 

people in Derbyshire and beyond may have been affected by the recent data breach of 

Manchester Airport Group. 

“Please continue to share this newsletter with family, friends and networks. Being aware of 

how these criminals operate can be crucial if you’re targeted by a scam.” 

The newsletter is attached to this email - please share it as far and wide as possible. 

 

The Big Con - Edition 2.pdf 

 
 

 

Message Sent By Evie Pugh (Police, Engagement Officer, Force) 

  

mailto:alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk
mailto:alysonmarriott@live.co.uk
mailto:alysonmarriott@live.co.uk
https://members.derbyshirealert.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/3DA6C57FAE8D4DF71FF18F18A4A8D439
https://members.derbyshirealert.co.uk/YourDetails/YourMessagingConfig/12A0A2F86F4D9F0F241B8F1DAB096D5F
https://www.derbyshirealert.co.uk/
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The Big Con 


