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  Ilkeston  

Monthly 
OPEN MEETING  

TUESDAY 4th January 2022 
in  

THE ARENA  
HAS BEEN  

CANCELLED 
 

DUE TO COVID-19 CAUSING STAFFING 
SHORTAGES AT THE ARENA 

 
SINCEREST APOLOGIES 

 
The next scheduled meeting is on 

FEBRUARY 1ST 2022 
 

    https://www.facebook.com/groups/1226535837801301  
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Letter from the Chair 

 

Welcome to 2022! 

Normally, it’s at this time of year, we would tend to reflect on the highlights of the past 

year, but I think it’s been a year most of us want to forget, so instead why not look 

forward to a New Year and a fresh start. 

Let’s start the year by getting back to some form of normality with our Open meetings, 

The January meeting will revert to having a Main Speaker, but we are not going to be 

seated theatre-style in rows for the time being.  It’s much too early for that.  Instead we 

will have the 10 large round tables seating a max of eight persons – thus allowing 

members to be ‘spaced out’.  

In the present climate, it’s not known whether we will have to wear masks but again, if 

that is what you are most comfortable with, please feel free to do so. There will be no 

change to the way the refreshments are served and currently no charge will be made 

until after the March meeting, when we will review the situation.  

Currently, the Committee are trying to avoid the unnecessary use of cash and coinage. 

For that reason, the payment of the £15.00 annual subscription, which is due in January 

2022, will be delayed until after the March AGM.  

Speaking of the AGM, the Committee are actively looking for members to join the 2022 

Committee. I’m sure you must be aware by now we do not have a full working Committee 

and are only able to make our meetings quorate due to the fact we work around the 

availability of the three Exec members. This is not a healthy situation for any u3a to be in 

and over the past eighteen months has put the Chair and existing Committee members 

under considerable strain.  

I have drawn up a separate list of vacant Committee roles and if you have some free time 

and the necessary skills i.e., basic computer skills, very basic use of word or similar and, 

in the case of the Treasurer, the use of spreadsheets, then please seriously consider 

volunteering to join the 2022 Committee. 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make a success of the Christmas Open Meeting. 

The fish and chip lunch, which seemed rather an ambitious idea at the time, appeared to 

be well received by the Members. Thank you, George’s. 

This the 10th anniversary year of Ilkeston u3a an achievement, which we can be very 

proud of. This coincides with the 40th anniversary of the u3a movement and hopefully 

with your support, as we progress through the year, we will be able to organise some 

special events to celebrate both of these very special occasions. 

In closing, I wish all Members of Ilkeston u3a a very Happy, Healthy New Year. 

Ann Riley 
Chair 
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Ilkeston u3a Committee 2022 Situations Vacant 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

Ilkeston u3a is in a very difficult situation and requires competent members to 

come forward to fill the following vacancies. 

Chair      -  Shadow for the coming year 

Treasurer     -  Current year – urgent 

Business Secretary   -  Shadow for the coming year  

Vice Chair     -  Current year - urgent 

Joint Group Co-Ordinator  -  Current year - urgent 

Membership Secretary   -  Current year - urgent 

Publicity and Recruitment   -  Current year - urgent 

Meet and Greet    -  2 Volunteers 

Minute Secretary    - 

As a matter of urgency, at or before the 2022 AGM, all of these vacancies will 

require filling.  

In the past we have had Members, with the very best of intentions, who 

volunteered to come onto the Committee to make the numbers up, this cannot 

happen this year as most of the vacancies require a basic level of computer 

literacy to fulfil the requirements of these roles. 

Some of the above are dedicated Committee roles, others could be filled outside of 

the Committee, although this is not an ideal situation and not available to all roles. 

I cannot stress too strongly the requirements of Ilkeston u3a Constitution, for a 

committee to be quorate and able to function correctly, a minimum of 7 Committee 

Members is urgently needed. Without this, Ilkeston u3a is in a very difficult position 

to successfully operate and could even be facing closure. 

Please contact myself annrileys@hotmail.com – tel.  0115 9301809 mob 07929 

246594 or any Committee member if you are in a position to help or need any 

further information. 

Please remember, without the Members there can be no Committee but without a 

committee there can be no Ilkeston u3a.  

Ann Riley,  

Chair 
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Group Leaders required 

 

Group Leaders are urgently required for the following groups. 

History 2 Group   -  Immediate - urgent 

Science for All   -  Immediate - urgent 

Shakespeare Play Reading  -  Immediate - urgent 

I feel sure many members of the History 2, Science for All interest 

groups are aware Janet Joy and Robin Short are no longer able to 

continue leading the two groups due to their continuing ill health 

problems.  

All groups are now looking for new leader(s) to build on the excellent 

work Janet and Robin have done within these groups. 

As a member of one of these groups, could you take on the role as 

either the Group Leader or, with another member, as Joint Group 

Leader, so as to ensure these groups can continue to function, building 

on the successful groups Janet and Robin created.  

The unfortunate alternative is, these groups will be forced to fold 

through the lack of support and leaders.  

I am sure you will join me in thanking Janet and Robin for all the hard 

work they have put into making these groups so successful and wish 

them both all the best in 2022. 

Please contact me either by email: annrileys@hotmail.com,  

Mob: 07929 246594 or landline 0115 9301809 

as soon as possible if you are able to help. 

 

Kind regards 

Ann Riley. 
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Membership Fees 

 

The membership fees for 2022 were agreed at the committee meeting held on the 

15th December. They are to remain at £15 and will cover the period from 1st 

January 2022 until 31st December2022. 

They will be collected in April 2022 and members will be encouraged to pay by 

bank transfer or cheque and only by the exact cash if they are unable to use the 

other means. 

Members will also need to complete a renewal form and return to the membership 

secretary so that their personal details are correct and up to date. The forms will 

be available at the monthly meeting and also on Ilkeston u3a web site 

Marian Stopper 

Membership Secretary 

Our 10th Anniversary 

 

At our December meeting we not only celebrated Christmas but also the 10th 

Anniversary of Ilkeston u3a.  A good time was had by all and the fish and chips 

from George’s were delicious.  The Arena staff said they were drooling at the 

aroma!  Many thanks to Ann and the team for the arranging the special day and to 

all who helped in any way on the day.  Special thanks also to Joyce for her talk on 

Christmas celebrations around the world and to Kevin for the Christmas sing-

along.   
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 Groups Contact  

For the attention of members of History 2 

and Science for All Groups 

Dear members it with sadness that I have to 

announce that, due to mobility problems, I am 

unable to continue as Group Leader for these two 

groups.  It would be good if someone could take 

over the roles and I am willing to help in any way 

that I can. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

members of the groups—it was a pleasure to work 

with you.   

I hope to continue to submit items for the 

newsletter as long as I am able. 

Janet Joy 

 

Canasta 

The Canasta group will next meet on the 17th 

January 2022, 2 p.m. at Rutland Cottage, Heanor 

Road. This is of course dependent on government 

rules that are in force at the time. New group 

members are always welcome, and I will be happy 

to teach the game to them. 

I have been informed that the premises will be 

closed for a short time from the 23rd January 

onwards, for decoration, which might cause some 

disruption as to when we can meet. We will 

discuss this at the January 17th meeting. 

Marian Stopper 

 

Dining Out 

Having enjoyed a lovely meal at Millie’s 

Restaurant in Armstrong’s Mill a couple of months 

ago, it was decided to try their festive menu for the 

Christmas outing.  We were not disappointed and 

a good time was had by all.   

Plans are afoot for our January meal out and 

details will be available soon—if Covid restrictions 

allow. 

Janis Henshaw 

 

Rambling  

During the most dreary month of December I can 

ever remember, we had one fine day before 

Christmas, which happened to be the day of our 

Rambling Group walk.  We followed the Amber 

Valley Routeways walk No. 5 and were led by Ian.  

We started from The Excavator at Buckland 

Hollow and proceeded along the route of the 

former Cromford canal for a time before crossing 

the countryside to Heage Windmill and Lower 

Hartsay.  On such a pleasant, bright day it was a 

delight to be out walking with our lively group.  We 

concluded our day with a meal at the Excavator in 

Buckland Hollow.  Our next walk will be on 

Wednesday 19th January and will be led by Janis 

and myself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Henshaw 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Calligraphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Flowers, Life, The Music Box and The 

Fisherman'  (next column) are the creations of 

June, who is the most experienced and talented 

calligrapher in the Group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Val H is very artistic but in this contribution, 'Jack 

Frost',  she concentrates more on calligraphy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Future’, the first of my offerings, is about 

taking one day at a time, which we know all about 

at the moment.  
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 Groups Contact continued 

The ‘Celtic Christmas Star' is my interpretation of 

the Star from the East using a Celtic knot motif, to 

accompany 'Epiphany'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year from the Calligraphy Group! 

Linda McKay 

 

Golf 

Well it had  to happen! All the year I have been 

shouting about the great weather we had for golf 

and Monday 6th it came back to bite me. Eight 

players started but only four finished. Rain, sleet 

etc., people sliding about like Bambi on ice!  I 

must admit I gave up and called it a day. Kevin, 

David, Andrew and Terry carried on and returned 

scores of Kevin—37, Andrew—44, Terry—51 and 

David—58.  Hopefully Jan 10th will see better 

weather and scores. 

Table Tennis 

Table tennis closed the year with 10 members 

trying to play on 2 tables. I don’t know who broke 

the tables but, all being well, the tables will be 

repaired and we will be back on full compliment 

for Jan 11th. 

With best wishes to all for a better 2022. 

Peter Winfield 

 

 

Craft group 

As you can see by the photos we are still crafting 

and enjoying ourselves. We missed our usual 

fuddle but made the most of it by bringing in our 

own. Hopefully we will meet in January but that 

depends on Boris. Hope you all had a nice 

Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 

 

Barbara, Deb and Val 

 

Play Reading 

Play reading is on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each 

month, 1 to 3 pm, at members' homes. 

If anyone would like to join us, or if any previous 

play readers would like to return, you are most 

welcome. It gets us out and we do not take it 

seriously. We have a laugh. 

Sue Widdowson 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          9 

 

 What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

’BIRD’ POEMS BY JANET REEVE 

 

Mating Pigeons 

Five large lively pigeons 

Simultaneously landing, 

Stirring up the gravel, 

Noisy cries and flapping wings 

Scaring the tiny goldfinches, 

Goldfinches drinking from the cooling waters 

Of the birdbath, startled, 

Flitting with rapidly beating wings 

To the safe haven of the apple tree. 

 

Five large pigeons, 

Squabbling, fighting ferociously 

To determine the pecking order. 

One flew invitingly up onto the wall, 

Followed by prospective mate 

Coyly rubbing her bill against his, 

Wooing him; billing and cooing him, 

Mesmerized, gazing eyes. 

Then there were three. 

 

Another landed awkwardly in the birdbath 

With a smack and a splash, 

Others following; fighting for their beau, 

One won, shooing the defeated back to the wall, 

Victor and mate briefly drinking together, 

Then winging their way to a distant roof-top. 

Now there was only one; Billy No-mate, 

Forlorn, beaten, crestfallen, head down, 

Sitting so still and silent 

In the stillness of the garden. 

 

The brief scenario of noise and clamour over. 

Had it really happened? 

 

Yes!! Billy No-mate’s still there! 
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 What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

’BIRD’ POEMS BY JANET REEVE 

 

Click! A Brief Snapshot of Swan Lake Antics! 

Click! 

Mid-lake 

Amazing lone cormorant, 

Gigantic wings wide-spread, 

Still, and majestic 

On floating island. 

Click! 

Lake-side 

Screaming, squabbling seagulls, 

Raucous, ravenous, 

Swarming, swooping greedily 

On crumbs topping the fence posts, 

Gone in a trice! 

Click! 

Across the lake 

Elegant pure white swans 

Gliding gently, effortlessly 

Across the rippling lake, 

Converging around excited children 

With bags of bread. 

Click! 

Over the lake 

Skein of gaggling geese 

In symmetrical motion, 

Landing, 

Simultaneously skimming the surface, 

Leaving V-shaped patterns 

Click! 
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Anagrams—Countries and their Capitals 

 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solution on p. 14 

ANAGRAM   COUNTRY CAPITAL 

ADD MINIS RAP 2     

AFRICAN REPS 2     

SOUR SIAM COWS 2     

ISOLATING ACHE 2     

AZTEC OR AIRBAG 2     

LOOK DDT GUNNED MINION 3     

DANK HUMAN PLATE 2     

BARNEY GREMLIN 2     

SUBMERSIBLE SLUG 2     

SHOWED CELT MONKS 2     

APOLLO BURSTING 2     

AEGEANS BRAIN ROUTINES 3     

INLAID BLUNDER 2     

ROYAL SWOON 2     

BA MOTORCAR CO 2     

LIABILITY PRO 2     

CARVE JADE KINKILY 2     

AIRY MOTEL 2     

CYPRIOT AGE 2     

ANCHORMEN PAGED KEN 2     

BIG CHIN JANIE 2     

SCAM AMOUNT 2     

AIR PLUME 2     

ALEHOUSE KO TOURS 3     

TASMANIA BROCHURE 2     

BRAZIL NEW TRENDS 2     

A JOKY PANTO 2     

GREENEST ACHE 2     

ABIGAIL FOR USA 2     

UNITARIAN VASE 2     

AID FINNISH KNELL 2     

A KAYAK RETURN 2     

ARABS DEPUTY HUNG 2     

MAIN THAI OVEN 2     

ALDO SAW PRAWN 2     

IONIAN BAKERY 2     

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          12 

 

Codeword 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p. 15 
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More Puzzles 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p. 16 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

 
Normal word square rules apply 
All words must include the shaded letter. 
 Can you find the only nine letter word? 
 
There is 1 nine letter word  
At least 1 x 8 letter word, 4 x 7 letter words,    
4 x 6 letter words, 11 x 5 letter words, 8 x 4 
letter words. 

A N P 

S H S 

I E P 
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Solutions—Anagrams—Countries & their capitals 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ANAGRAM   COUNTRY CITY 

ADD MINIS RAP 2 SPAIN MADRID 

AFRICAN REPS 2 FRANCE PARIS 

SOUR SIAM COWS 2 RUSSIA MOSCOW 

ISOLATING ACHE 2 CHILE SANTIAGO 

AZTEC OR AIRBAG 2 CROATIA ZAGREB 

LOOK DDT GUNNED MINION 3 UNITED KINGDOM LONDON 

DANK HUMAN PLATE 2 NEPAL KATHMANDU 

BARNEY GREMLIN 2 GERMANY BERLIN 

SUBMERSIBLE SLUG 2 BELGIUM BRUSSELS 

SHOWED CELT MONKS 2 SWEDEN STOCKHOLM 

APOLLO BURSTING 2 PORTUGAL LISBON 

AEGEANS BRAIN ROUTINES 3 ARGENTINA BUENOS AIRES 

INLAID BLUNDER 2 IRELAND DUBLIN 

ROYAL SWOON 2 NORWAY OSLO 

BA MOTORCAR CO 2 MOROCCO RABAT 

LIABILITY PRO 2 LIBYA TRIPOLI 

CARVE JADE KINKILY 2 ICELAND REYKJAVIK 

AIRY MOTEL 2 ITALY ROME 

CYPRIOT AGE 2 EGYPT CAIRO 

ANCHORMEN PAGED KEN 2 DENMARK COPENHAGEN 

BIG CHIN JANIE 2 CHINA BEIJING 

SCAM AMOUNT 2 OMAN MUSCAT 

AIR PLUME 2 PERU LIMA 

ALEHOUSE KO TOURS 3 SOUTH KOREA SEOUL 

TASMANIA BROCHURE 2 ROMANIA BUCHAREST 

BRAZIL NEW TRENDS 2 SWITZERLAND BERNE 

A JOKY PANTO 2 JAPAN TOKYO 

GREENEST ACHE 2 GREECE ATHENS 

ABIGAIL FOR USA 2 BULGARIA SOFIA 

UNITARIAN VASE 2 AUSTRIA VIENNA 

AID FINNISH KNELL 2 FINLAND HELSINKI 

A KAYAK RETURN 2 TURKEY ANKARA 

ARABS DEPUTY HUNG 2 HUNGARY BUDAPEST 

MAIN THAI OVEN 2 VIETNAM HANOI 

ALDO SAW PRAWN 2 POLAND WARSAW 

IONIAN BAKERY 2 KENYA NAIROBI 
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Solutions—Codeword 
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Solutions—More Puzzles 

 

 

A N P 

S H S 

I E P 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

 
Normal word square rules apply 
All words must include the shaded letter. 
 Can you find the nine letter word? 
There is 1 nine letter word  
At least 1 x 8 letter word, 4 x 7 letter words, 4 x 6 letter 
words, 11 x 5 letter words, 8 x 4 letter words. 
 

9 Letter word  HAPPINESS 
8 Letter word SNAPPISH 
7 Letter word HAPPENS, HESSIAN, SHIPPEN, SPANISH. 
6 Letter words HAPPEN, PHASES, SHAPES, SHINES, 
5 Letter words APISH, ASHEN, ASHES, HASPS, HEAPS, 
   PHASE, SHAPE, SHIES, SHINE, SHINS, SHIPS. 
4 Letter words HASP, HEAP, HENS, HIPS, HISS, SASH, SHIN, SHIP,  
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