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    https://www.facebook.com/groups/1226535837801301  

 

JOIN US AT OUR NEXT OPEN MEETING ON 
 

TUESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 

10.00 am at  

THE ARENA 
 

We look forward to welcoming our speaker  

ROBERT MEE 

with his talk about 

THE VILLAGE LOCK-UP 

New Members are always welcome 

Refreshments available 
 

Doors open at 9.45 am 
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Letter from the Chair 

Hello Members, 

I was extremely sorry to cancel the January Open Meeting, the first of the New Year and at such 

very short notice, but this was due to the Arena staff either having covid or being forced into self-

isolating.  I hope I managed to contact everyone before you left for the Arena.  

We are very lucky that the Speaker, Robert Mee, has agreed to give his talk on ‘The Village 

Lockup’ at the February Open meeting and the trial seating arrangements with the large tables, 

will be exactly as planned for the January meeting. 

February 25th is the date of the AGM and like last year, the committee have agreed an 

electronic/postal vote is the best option, especially in view of the disruption Covid-19 can cause.  

We really are in real danger of not being able to form a fully working committee after the AGM 

this year, and so I am appealing to each and every member to please think very carefully; 

 ‘How can you help to form a working Committee’?    

 ‘Is there anything more you can do to help keep your u3a and the Interest Groups going’? 

How many members realise that for the coming year 2022, to date we have no Treasurer, no 

Membership Secretary, no Vice Chair, (a natural progression to take over as a future Chair), no 

Speaker Seeker, no Group Co-Ordinators, no one to cover publicity and the future development 

in the tenth anniversary year of Ilkeston u3a.  

I have always valued the help and support I get from the members and purely for that reason, if 

no one comes forward to stand for the role of Chair, providing we can fill all the vacant roles in a 

new committee, I am willing to continue as Chair for one more year, so let’s start to plan for the 

future by building a very strong working committee and rebuild what Covid-19 has taken away 

from us. 

Unfortunately, the lack of committee members is not the only problem we have within our u3a.  

We have a shortage of Group Leaders, and many of our groups have or will fold due to the lack 

of members willing to come forward and help to run them.  To date we have lost several very 

popular groups, the Book group(s), 3 Calligraphy groups, Science for All, and the Shakespeare 

group, to name but a few, and there are still many groups who are struggling to survive with 

depleted numbers.  Once again, if you enjoy your group activities, please consider what you can 

do to keep them running successfully. Only you know how much pleasure you get from the 

groups you belong to, and so it’s down to you the members to keep them running, especially 

during the critical stage we are in today. 

Finally, I do have some good news, the Community Room at Ilkeston Fire station is opening up 

again for meetings, so please let this be the boost we all need to kick start us back into action. 

This time of year, always tends to be dull and miserable, full of doom and gloom, so let’s all put 

some sunshine back into our lives and concentrate on getting our u3a back to the thriving, lively 

and vibrant u3a we all need today. 

Although times may seem very difficult at the moment, I am thoroughly committed to Ilkeston 

u3a and really want to see a bright future for all. 

Ann Riley 
Chair 
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Formal Notice of AGM of Ilkeston u3a 

 

 

 
 

This is the advance notification of the forthcoming AGM of Ilkeston u3a to be held on 25th 

February by electronic/postal vote. 

Voting will commence on 14th February 2022 and requires your attention to the following items: 

o Approval of Trustee Reports 

o Approval of the 2021 Accounts and Independent Examiner’s Report 

o Appointment of Kevin Dilks as Independent Examiner of Ilkeston u3a 2022 

accounts 

o Subject to forming a full Committee and in the absence of any member of Ilkeston 

u3a willing to stand for Chair, re-Election of Ann Riley as 2022 Chair 

o Election of 2022 Committee 

o Subject to the appointment of a new Membership Secretary co-option of Marian 

Stopper to the committee until such time as full training of the new Membership 

Secretary is complete 

o Any other Business 

 
The link for on-line voting will be sent in a separate email at a later date, or for those members 

not on e-mail, a copy of the voting form will be posted to them, together with a stamped 

addressed envelope for the return of the voting paper. 

Please ensure we have your current email and postal address on file. 

 

Members willing to stand for election at the 2022 AGM: 

Joanne Feneley    

Bob Prati 

John Stocks  

Jacky Wilding   

Maggie Williams   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ilkeston 
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Statement for newsletter and email to members 

 

Urgent request for Committee members 

The committee have been advised, to date only two u3a members are putting themselves 
forward to join the 2022 Committee of Ilkeston u3a. This is a very serious situation for Ilkeston 
u3a to be in and without the ability to fill the executive roles as per the Constitution, we will be 
facing dissolution. 
 
The following roles need to be filled: 
  

• Chair,     Executive Member 

• Treasurer,   Executive Member 

• Business Secretary  Executive Member 

• Vice Chair    Executive Member 

• Vice Chair   Executive Member 

• Membership Secretary 

• Interest Groups Co-Ordinator,  

• Speaker Seeker,  

• Minute Secretary,  

• Publicity  

• Development 
 
This is not scaremongering but a fact of life, so I am appealing to you, the members to look to 
yourselves and see how you can help to keep our u3a functioning. 
 
If any member can help, as a matter of urgency, please contact our Business Secretary, John 
Stocks or me to discuss the very serious position of Ilkeston u3a being unable to form a working 
committee for 2022. 
 
For many years Ilkeston u3a has been struggling to get a fully working Committee and as such, 
this and covid-19 has hindered our progress, as well as leading us into the dire situation we are 
in today.  Basically, that is having no candidates to fill many of the committee roles, as and 
when they become vacant. 
 
But a word of warning, there is no good in just relying on having people on the committee to 
make up the numbers, we need people in situ, who can and will contribute to the running of both 
the Committee and Ilkeston u3a. 
 
After very careful consideration and only with the backing of a full complement of Committee 
Members, I am happy to let my name to go forward for one more year as your Chair, again this 
will need your vote at the forthcoming AGM and only on the understanding no other candidate 
has come forward to fill the role of Chair. 
 
There is absolutely no doubt in my mind, with a fully functioning Committee and your continued 
support, Ilkeston u3a can, not only survive but thrive in the months to come. 
 
Ann Riley 
Chair 
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Local Cluster Group 

 
Information on the Local Cluster Group 

We are in a local u3a Cluster group with Beeston, Long Eaton, Stapleford and Ilkeston u3as.  

• With their agreement, Members can join a maximum of 3 Interest groups in the other 3 

u3as without having to pay a membership fee. 

• Interest Group Leaders will have the right to veto whether or not to permit members 

from the Cluster to join their groups - and will always give priority to their own 

members. 

• Members can attend the occasional monthly meeting at one of the other u3as on 

payment of a Visitors fee. However, if they wish to go to the monthly meetings at the 

other u3as on a regular basis they will have to join them as an Associate Member. 

 

Some activities and meetings are now starting to resume, for details of the Interest Groups in 

the local Cluster, please visit these links:  

Stapleford & District u3a    https://u3asites.org.uk/stapleford 

Long Eaton & District u3a   https://u3asites.org.uk/long-eaton 

Beeston u3a    https://beestonu3a.org.uk 

and if you are interested in joining any of their activities, please contact the relevant Group 

Leader of the u3a concerned. 

Thank You 

 

 

 

Calligraphy Interest Group. 

It was a pleasure to be a member of one of the three Calligraphy Interest groups, run by Linda 

Mackay. I would like to say a very sincere ‘Thank you’ to Linda for her time and patience running 

3 very active Interest groups. The groups all appreciate the help and encouragement Linda 

always gave us, whatever level we were at and she will be a very hard act to follow. 

Thank you and our very best wishes, Linda.  

From the Members of the three Calligraphy Groups of Ilkeston u3a. 
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 Groups Contact  

Science for All 

Horses: Domestic, Feral and Wild 

Taken from an article by Patrick Pester published 

May 19, 2021 in Live Science. 

Horses have lived with humans for thousands of 

years. 

 

Horses lined and looking over a fence as a 

group. (Image credit: catnap / Alamy Stock Photo) 

 

Horses are hoofed mammals that have lived with 

humans for thousands of years. Almost all of the 

horses alive today are domesticated and descend 

from extinct wild horses. 

Horses have roamed the planet for about 50 

million years. The earliest horses evolved in North 

America before spreading out to the rest of the 

world, although they later became extinct in North 

America about 10,000 years ago,  

When were horses domesticated? 

All breeds of domestic horse belong to one 

species, Equus caballus, which includes feral 

populations of domestic horses living in the wild, 

according to the Integrated Taxonomic Information 

System (ITIS).  

Modern horses were likely first domesticated in 

central Asia between 3000 and 4000 B.C., 

according to Oklahoma State University. However, 

horse DNA is relatively diverse, which suggests 

that horses could have been domesticated in 

more than one place and from several different 

wild populations. 

Horses were initially kept for meat and milk, 

according to Oklahoma State University. They 

became a valuable resource for people living on 

Groups and our u3a Website 

Would all Group Leaders please confirm with me 

the following: 

• whether or not their group(s) is (are) running 

• if there’s been a change of Group Leader 

which isn’t shown on the website and if this is 

the case the name and email address of the 

new Group Leader 

• details if there has been a change of venue/

day/time 

• details of any new groups which you may have 

started. 

Please remember that our website is only as 

good as the information which you all supply me 

with. 

You can contact me via email at 

webmaster@ilkestonu3a.org.uk. 

Many thanks. 

Ann Shoebridge 

Webmaster 

NEW GROUP 
 

Scrabble 2 

We are planning to start a second scrabble 

group to take place on the fourth Monday of 

every month.  

The venue is the Rutland Cottage on Heanor 

Road and runs from 2pm - 4pm.  All  you need 

to do is to purchase a drink.    

Members of the Scrabble 1 group can come and 

join us and any newcomers joining us will be 

most welcome.    

Providing the renovations at the venue are 

completed, we hope to start Scrabble 2 at the 

end of the month.  This being so, the first 

session will take place on Monday, February 

28th. 

I look forward to seeing you all  there. 

Margeret Cuttell 
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 Groups Contact continued 

the central Asian steppes, where horses are still 

eaten and milked today. Fermented mare's milk is 

a popular, alcoholic drink among the Kumis 

people of the central Asian steppes.   As horses 

became more domesticated, humans have 

developed more uses for them, such as serving as 

a means of transportation, as companion animals 

and as a source of entertainment in the form of 

horse racing. Today, horses can be found in the 

care of humans all over the Earth.  

Horses are social animals and are known for 

bonding with members of their herd and for 

following the most dominant horses in the herd. In 

captivity, and in the absence of a herd, horses 

tend to bond with people and learn to follow their 

instructions. This enables humans to train horses 

more easily to be ridden. Similar to other domestic 

animals, being led by humans has been 

encouraged through multiple generations of 

breeding.  

The only horses alive today that aren't considered 

domesticated are Przewalski's horses, or Takhi, in 

central Asia. ITIS lists these wild horses as a 

separate species named Equus Przewalskii. 

However, some experts categorize domesticated 

horses and Prezewalski's horses as subspecies of 

the same species, called Equus ferus 

caballus and Equus ferus przewalskii, 

respectively. Either way, Przewalski's horses are 

distinct from domestic horses, although their 

evolutionary origins are debated within the 

scientific community.   

How big are horses? 

Horses are muscular animals with a long tail made 

up of coarse hair, a long, thick neck draped with a 

mane down the midline, and an elongated head 

and skull. Humans have created hundreds of 

different horse breeds through selective breeding, 

which has resulted in many different horse coat 

colours, including chestnut, gold with a white 

mane and tail (palomino), spotted, completely 

black and more, according to Oklahoma State 

University.  

Measured from the ground to the tops of their 

shoulders, horses typically range between 2 feet 6 

inches (76 centimeters) and 5 feet 9 inches (175 

cm) tall, and weigh between 120 lbs. (54 

kilograms) and 2,200 lbs. (1,000 kg), according 

to National Geographic. However, it's not unusual 

for horses to be smaller or larger than average. 

Guinness World Records considers the tallest 

living horse to be a Belgian horse named Big Jake 

that is nearly 7 feet tall (82.8 inches, or 210 cm, to 

be exact). The Belgian breed is known for being 

one of the strongest and most powerful horse 

breeds in the world. The tallest horse to have ever 

lived was a shire horse named Sampson, or 

Mammoth, who in 1850 was measured to be 

about 7 feet 2 inches tall (86.2 inches or 219 cm), 

according to Guinness World Records. 

At the other end of the scale are ponies and 

miniature horses. A pony is an adult horse that is 

shorter than 4 feet 10 inches (147 cm), according 

to Encyclopaedia Britannica. A miniature horse is 

even smaller, at less than 3 feet 2 inches (97 cm) 

tall. The shortest horse ever recorded 

by Guinness World Records was a miniature 

horse named Thumbelina, who was measured to 

be just 17.5 inches (44.5 cm) tall before she died 

in 2018. 

How fast can a horse run? 

Horses have four main movement patterns, called 

gaits: walk, trot (a little faster than walking), canter 

(faster than a trot) and gallop (a horse's fastest 

gait). The average domestic horse can gallop at a 

speed of about 30 mph (48 km/h), but horses 

have been clocked at speeds of over 40 mph (64 

km/h). 

Thoroughbred racehorses get speed from just a 

few ancestors. 

Guinness World Records recognizes 44 mph 

(70.8 km/h) as being the fastest speed reached by 

a racehorse. This was achieved by a 

Thoroughbred named Winning Brew in 2008 over 

a quarter-mile distance. However, the American 

quarter horse is often considered to be the fastest 

horse breed, and the states these horses have 

reached speeds of up to 55 mph (88.5 km/h).  

Horses are ungulates, which are mammals that 

have hooves, according to the Florida Museum.  

Horses have evolved to have a single toe on each 

foot encased by a hard hoof. Hooves are made of 

keratin, which is the same protein that makes 
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 Groups Contact continued 

human fingernails, according to Encyclopaedia 

Britannica. Like fingernails, hooves never stop 

growing and need to be trimmed. Horse owners 

often attach metal horseshoes to the bottom of 

their horse's hooves to protect the hooves from 

wear.  

What do horses eat? 

Horses are herbivores, and their diet consists 

mainly of tough grasses. Large, flat teeth called 

incisors at the front of the horse's mouth help it to 

grab and rip grasses from the ground, which the 

horse then grinds with the molars and premolars 

that line each side of its jaw. 

Horses have the smallest stomach relative to body 

size of any domesticated animal. A horse's low-

capacity stomach is suited to small but frequent 

meals. Most nutrients are absorbed as food 

passes through the small intestines and into the 

hindgut, which includes the cecum, large colon 

and small colon, where it is fermented by bacteria. 

The Humane Society suggests that a healthy 

horse should be fed 1% to 2% of its body weight 

in grass or hay every day.  

The life of a horse 

An adult male horse is called a stallion, and an 

adult female horse is called a mare. If a male 

horse is castrated by humans, it becomes known 

as a gelding. In the wild, horse herds are led by a 

dominant mare, while a single, dominant stallion 

typically guards the rear of the group from 

predators and rival stallions. 

Wild horses usually breed between April and 

June. Mares give birth to live young after an 

average gestation period of 11 months. Baby 

horses, called foals, are typically able to stand 

within an hour of being born and can begin eating 

solid food within a week. Wild foals may continue 

to nurse from their mothers for two years. The 

weaning process is often speeded up for domestic 

horses, which may be weaned within six months 

after birth.  

A typical domestic horse lifespan is 25 to 30 

years, but they have been known to live as long 

as 61 years. Wild horses, and horses living in the 

wild, such as mustangs, tend to have a shorter 

lifespan, but have been known to live up to 36 

years.  

Do horses sleep standing up? 

Horses can rest and even sleep while standing up. 

They do this by locking one of their hind legs at 

the stifle joint — the horse equivalent of the knee 

— which holds them upright while they doze, 

occasionally switching the locked leg to prevent 

fatigue. They evolved this trick so that they could 

respond quickly to the presence of predators and 

run away. However, The University of Adelaide in 

Australia notes that horses still need to lie down to 

enter deep stages of sleep, which they'll do 

periodically each day and night. 

Horse breeds 

There are around 350 different horse breeds, 

according to Horse & Hound, which have been 

bred to serve a variety of functions. Oklahoma 

State University's list of horse breeds includes 

slender-legged Thoroughbreds, which make 

excellent racehorses; black Friesians, charac-

terized by their luxurious manes and tails; and the 

tall, muscular shire horses known for being 

exceptional workhorses. There are also small 

pony breeds, such as Shetland ponies and 

miniature horses.  

Some horse bloodlines fetch a very high price, 

particularly racehorses. The most expensive horse 

ever sold was a Thoroughbred stallion named 

Fusaichi Pegasus that won nearly $2 million by 

the end of his highly successful horse-racing 

career. He was sold to horse breeders in Ireland 

for $70 million, according to Horse & Hound. 

Due to domestication, horses are found in almost 

every country in the world. Humans have bred a 

wide variety of horse breeds in countries around 

the world. For example, the Albanian breed is 

from Albania, the Budyonny comes from Russia, 

the Deliboz is from Azerbaijan, Georgia and 

Armenia, and the Colorado ranger originated in 

the Colorado plains, according to Oklahoma State 

University.  

Are horses native to North America? 

Horses evolved in North America millions of years 

ago but went extinct on the continent about 

10,000 years ago, after they had spread out to the 

rest of the world. The mustangs that roam the 

U.S. plains today are descendants of domestic 

Spanish horses brought to the Americas by 
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 Groups Contact continued 

explorers and colonists in the 16th century. That 

means these free-roaming mustangs are 

technically feral animals, rather than wild 

animals, because they came from domesticated 

stock. Other feral horse populations include the 

brumby in Australia and cimarron in South 

America. 

The last wild horses 

Przewalski's horses of central Asia have long 

been considered the only surviving species of 

wild horse. A 2018 study published in the 

journal Science suggested that Przewalski's 

horses actually descended from horses herded 

by humans about 5,500 years ago, in the earliest 

evidence of horse domestication. This implies 

that Przewalski's horses are feral and, therefore, 

all truly wild horses are extinct.  

However, the study is disputed, and some 

archaeologists, geneticists and conservationists 

have voiced their objections to its conclusions on 

the Science journal's online forum. 

The Smithsonian's National Zoo & Conservation 

Biology Institute states there is no strong 

evidence that Przewalski's horses are the feral 

descendants of a domestic population. 

Przewalski's horses could have descended from 

tamed wild animals that weren't domesticated. 

The National Zoo compares this scenario to 

elephants, which have been tamed and used for 

work and war but are not domesticated. 

         Janet Joy 

 

Golf 

10th January, the start of a new 

year and eight of us attacked 

the course with New Year 

vigour.  For some it worked, for 

others, not sure. New year, new 

leader—best of the day was 

Mick on 36, Greg on 41, 

Kevin  on 43, Pete and Malc both on 44, Bob on 

45, Andrew on 48 and Terry, strongest of all, on 

50,  I must admit, it was not perfect weather but I 

don’t want to make excuses.  Some good and 

some not so good. 

 

 

Table Tennis 

Table tennis restarted on the 12th January and 

we had a low turnout this time due to holidays 

and illness.  It was a good job really, as we only 

had two tables to play on. They have told me it 

will be better in February, so we should have 

room for all players. I look forward to seeing you 

on 8th February . 

Peter Winfield 

 

 

Dining Out 

In January, the group dined at the Three 

Horseshoes in Morley.  We were a smaller group 

than expected but there was no shortage of 

chatter around the table.  For most of us it was 

the first visit to this venue, but everyone enjoyed 

their meal and we were delighted that we were 

all served at the same time and the food was 

good and hot!   

Details of the February outing will be available 

soon. 

Janis Henshaw 

 

 

Gardening Group 

Hi Everyone. On behalf of the group I wish to 

advise that we are hoping to begin our meetings 

in April. Marian has sent out an email to 

members  but for those members who are not 

online I am advising the details.     

In April 2020 we were scheduled to visit Trinity 

Farm at Awsworth, for a talk and a tour round the 

farm with the owner Lewis.   I have contacted 

him and he is hoping to start visits up 

again.  With this in mind - weather permitting - it 

could be April 29th or May/June.  Could you let 

Marian know (by email if you have the facility) or 

ring me (0115 9323599) to advise whether you 

wish to continue to be a member of the group 

and if so, are interested in the farm visit.  Many 

thanks, 

Barbara Bailey 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Patchwork and Quilting 

The members have been very busy completing a 

number of projects. The first quilt and advent 

calendar wall hanging were made by Anne W for 

her granddaughter, Vaila. 

 

This is a beautiful wall hanging, the materials of 
which Anne received daily through the post. I 
think we will all be looking to make this one. 

 

The Twelve Days of Christmas wall hanging was 

made by Christine.  This is really well quilted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This style of bag is our latest group project and 

this superb example is by Val. 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Patchwork and Quilting continued 

I have also been very busy myself. For 

Christmas I produced a set of festive mug mats 

and completed a further two cute animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Hamish the Highland Cow and Erik the 

Polar Bear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above is my completed bag, for the Patchwork 

and Quilting group project.  

Below is my completed quilt that I was working 

on for the group project last year, bringing 

together all the separate blocks with borders and 

sashing. 

Jenny Whittaker 

(Well done to all for such beautifully crafted work. Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies 

Sorry, but there are no puzzles 

this month.  Ann, our Puzzle 

Master, has been very busy with 

committee matters for our u3a. 

Hopefully there will be more 

food for the brain very soon. 
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 Groups Contact continued 

History 1 

History group 1 would like to wish a belated 

happy new year greeting to everyone, but as a 

group, we have experienced rather mixed 

fortunes entering 2022. We have had our share 

of Covid and other health problems, we also 

found ourselves having to relocate for our 

meetings.  

Having used the Kirk Hallam Community 

premises for the past few months, we were 

politely told that they required the room we were 

using in order for them to extend their range of 

services, nevertheless our redoubtable leader, 

Mike Stone, was soon able to obtain new 

meeting facilities at the Nottingham Road 

Methodist Church. A stalwart band of  us 

therefore turned up just before 10am on Friday 

21st of January, Mike armed with a replacement 

projector as the original one we used was now 

faulty. This replacement was rather inferior to our 

original one, but as the saying goes, beggars 

can’t be choosers.  

Our arrival at the Church hall was greeted with 

the news that they had had intruders during the 

night who had left the premises in chaos to say 

the least. Some sense of order was obtained to 

enable us to set up and hold our meeting. 

Because of the problems of planning, due to the 

ever changing situation with Covid, we had 

settled for a video of the 'Time Team’ visit to 

Codnor castle in 2007(?), when they unearthed 

the gold coin, which I believe is now on display in 

Derby museum. 

Our history group did visit this site a few years 

ago “twice”, the first time the pre-arranged guide 

failed to turn up, so the site owners did arrange a 

second visit for us which was very successful. 

We can only hope that we have had our share of 

bad luck for 2022 and that we get a smooth run 

through the rest of the year. 

Alwyn Holmes 

Rambling 

For our January walk, just 9 of us set off from 

Straw’s Bridge Nature Reserve for a 7 mile walk 

around our local countryside.  We headed first to 

Kirk Hallam, encountering the first muddy path of 

the day on the way. Things did not improve.  

From there we took 

paths towards Dale 

Windmill and then over 

to Dale Abbey.  We 

left this historical 

village climbing high 

over the Hermitage to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cross the fields to Stanton by Dale, with much 

slipping and sliding in the mud.  Mercifully the 

last part of our walk was along the Nutbrook 

Trail, where we finally left the mud behind.  With 

hindsight this walk would have been brilliant in 

the summer when the ground was dry!  

Nevertheless, we had a great time out in the 

fresh air on a beautiful sunny day and completed 

our time together with a piping hot meal at the 

Newdigate.  Hopefully, Karen, a visitor from Long 

Eaton, (2nd from the right in the picture) was not 

too put off by the conditions and she will join us 

again on a future ramble. 

Dennis Henshaw 
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 What you wanted to share 

 

 

Drifting in and out of shallow sleep, 

Craving rest that was peaceful and deep, 

Jerking awake from disturbing dreams, 

Finding reality not as it seemed, 

No undesired images in the room, 

No shadowy figures bringing impending doom! 

Desp’rately needing light to dispel the fears, 

The fears of the dark from childhood years, 

Still lurking around the subconscious  mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So . . . got up in the dark to wait for the dawn, 

To watch, as a brand new day was born. 

The sky hazy-layered in blue and pink, 

On the horizon the moon begins to sink 

Revealing the fiery sun rising slowly, 

Making humanity feel humble and lowly 

To see such power in God’s creation, 

This sun which rises over every nation 

Bringing light and warmth and joy, 

Dispersing the dark, and fears that cloy 

The mind, and destroy the soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sun is risen, and the sky is blue, 

Trees decked in greens of every hue, 

Blossom fluttering gently, covering the ground 

Like wedding confetti, making not a sound, 

Blackbird singing sweetly high above, 

Calling his mate, calling his love, 

A marvellous mellow new spring day 

Has dawned with peace, so now I say, 

“My God has taken the dark away!” 

 

Waiting for Morning 

by 

Janet Reeve 


