
Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          1 

 

    https://www.facebook.com/groups/1226535837801301  

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1226535837801301


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          2 

 

Letter from the Chair 
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Our Tenth Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we reach our 10th Anniversary it is a good time to reflect on the past and look forward to the 

future. 

When the idea of setting up a group in Ilkeston was first mooted, there were already groups 

locally in Belper and Long Eaton and the U3A nationally was celebrating 30 years of existence 

with a national membership of 250,000. 

The Ilkeston founder members obtained funding from Head Office for the printing of posters 

which were displayed in places like doctor’s surgeries. This attracted an initial membership of 

about 40 and within two months they were able to arrange their first meeting at Trefoil House on 

Dale View and the first 10 interest groups were established. Later meetings were held at the 

Ilkeston Town Football Ground before we moved to our present venue, the Arena on Rutland 

Street. 

Today Ilkeston U3A boasts a membership approaching 250 and over 30 interest groups. It can 

be said that, despite the challenges presented by the Covid Pandemic, we are a thriving 

organisation. 

The restrictions under which we have operated during the Lockdown have certainly curtailed our 

activities and impeded our growth but we have continued to maintain communication between 

the members through our monthly newsletter and, as we are now holding meetings again, we 

can look forward to a bright future in which we can live, laugh and learn. 

 

John Stocks 
Business Secretary 
 
(With thanks to June Harrison for sharing her memories of the early years) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ilkeston 
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Christmas and 10th Anniversary Meeting 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          5 

 

Groups and Group Leaders 
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Seasons Greetings 
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 Groups Contact  

Calligraphy 

Seasons greetings from the 

Calligraphy Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When she is not doing Calligraphy, Val H has 

been very busy making toys for a charity.  These 

are her third batch.  She has already made over a 

hundred. 

Linda McKay 

Christmas greetings by Wendy 

Yuletide by Carole 

Candle by June 

Christmas Tree by June 

The Night before Christmas by June 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Science for All and History 2 

I have found information for you that is both 

history and science related. 

A study that blends 

history with contem-

porary DNA technology 

has further strengthened 

the claim of a familial 

relationship between a 

living Native American and a historical figure - 

Tatanka Iyotake, popularly known as Sitting Bull. 

Sitting Bull was a leader of the Hunkpapa Lakota 

Sioux people. In 1876, he was victorious against 

General Custer’s 7th Cavalry Regiment of the US 

Army in the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

Today, Ernie LaPointe, a Native American author 

and president of the Sitting Bull Family 

Foundation, is widely accepted as the great-

grandson of Sitting Bull. Now, LaPointe has had 

his claim strengthened by genetics. 

LaPointe and his three sisters have previously 

used historical records, including birth and death 

certificates, to make a strong case of a familial 

relationship with Sitting Bull.  In 2007, a lock of 

Sitting Bull’s hair that had been preserved at the 

National Museum of Natural History in 

Washington DC was sent to LaPointe and his 

sisters – and a small sample was sent to a team 

of geneticists led by Eske Willerslev at the 

University of Copenhagen  

Willerslev, who has been fascinated by Sitting Bull 

and his legacy since childhood, attended a 

traditional Lakota ceremony where Sitting Bull’s 

spirit was resurrected to obtain permission to use 

the reclaimed lock of hair for scientific scrutiny. 

Presumably the spirit agreed as more study took 

place. 

By comparing DNA from Sitting Bull’s hair with 

DNA from LaPointe’s saliva, the new study does 

indeed irrefutably establish that LaPointe is the 

great-grandson of the legendary leader. 

            Janet Joy 

 

 

Rambling  

We had a party of 13 

ramblers and a fine day 

for our November walk. 

There was still a little 

colour in the trees and the ground was carpeted 

with russet leaves, dry and crunchy underfoot.  

We were led by Carol and Denise, starting from 

Morley and passing through Brackley Gate and 

Breadsall.  It was a very 

pleasant route, taking in the 

lovely Brackley Wood.  We had 

a couple of steepish climbs 

and there were a lot of stiles to 

climb over, some almost too 

high for those with short legs, but we all managed 

the course. 

We rounded off the jaunt with a tasty lunch at the 

Three Horseshoes in Morley, where the ribaldry 

reached a new low among certain members of the 

group.  They know who they are!   

Our next walk will be on Wednesday 15th 

December and will be led by Ian. 

Dennis Henshaw    

Golf 

Monday 1st November and seven members 

braved the scorching heat again.  We have been 

very lucky this year with the weather.  Yet again 

Tiger woods (Kevin) came out on top with a score 

of 37 and the new bandit, David, returned his best 

ever score of 41. Next up was Greg with 43 and 

Terry and Pete both on 44. We were missing two 

members who were away on holiday again.  I 

don’t know how they do it! 

Peter Winfield 

Table Tennis 

Table Tennis was back in the swing again and 15 

members enjoyed an hour of fun, while trying to 

hit everybody with a ball.  There was no damage 

at all and I must admit that it was much quieter 

without the disco. We could hear the score!  The 

next one is on December 14th and it will be the last 

until the new year. 

Peter Winfield  
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 Groups Contact continued 

Hand Bells 

We are trying to start up the Hand Bell Group 

again in the New Year.  Sheila Croucher has  

kindly offered to host our sessions as we are 

unable to find an affordable alternative venue for 

such a small group.    

We hold our practice session on the second and 

fourth Friday afternoons of the month.  Anyone 

who is interested in music and would like to try 

bell ringing (you don’t necessarily need to be able 

to read music) and would like to join us, you  

would be made most welcome. 

For further information, if you are interested in 

joining this group  please contact:- 

Margeret Cuttell on 01159384794 

 

Quilting and Patchwork 

It has been a few months since we saw the 

patchwork quilt making in progress, with the 

completed individual squares that make up the 

quilt.  Meanwhile the members of the group have 

been working on the finishing process to tie all 

their squares together with borders and sashing. 

(Now some of them have been completed, these magnificent 

quilts are surely destined to become family heirlooms. Janis 

Henshaw, Editor)  

 

Crafts 

Craft is back and we are busy catching up missed 

activities as you can see by the pictures. Things 

are at last getting back to near normal and 

everyone has returned plus some new members 

which is great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara, Deb and Val 

 

History 1 

Sir Joseph Whitworth, Baronet FRS, FRSA  

Sir Joseph Whitworth, was undoubtedly one of the 

great Victorian mechanical engineers, ranking 

alongside George Stevenson and Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel and whilst he did not produce 

railways and steamships, he produced the 

machine tools which made all the other 

developments possible. 

A determined, talented man, Joseph was born 21 

December 1803 in Stockport, one of three children 

born to Charles and Sarah Whitworth. His mother 

died when he was only 11 years old and his father 

placed the three children with foster parents. 

Joseph never spoke to his father again. At the age 

of 14 Joseph was apprenticed to his uncle, 

Joseph Hulse, a cotton spinner at Oakerthorpe, 

Derbyshire. Joseph soon mastered the techniques 

of the spinning industry and its machinery. Even at 

this young age he was critical of the rough 

standards of accuracy, this led to his desire to 

produce better quality machines. Quilt by Val B 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Gaining further experience through several other 

companies, in 1825 he went to work at Henry 

Maudsley’s  in London, taking with him his 

wife ,Frances Ankers, whom he had wed at 

Ilkeston on January 25th. 

Maudsley educated Joseph in the importance of 

standardisation and interchangeability of 

machine parts which was to trigger a very 

successful career. Over the next 7 years he 

worked with several other companies. Aged 30 

he returned to Manchester and opened his own 

tool making company. 

In 1834 his workforce was 15 and he took out his 

first patent, A further 47 patents were issued by 

1878 and by 1880 when he moved to Openshaw, 

his workforce was over 1,000. 

In 1841 he devised his Standard Whitworth 

Screw, which was later to become a British 

Standard. In 1851 at the Great Exhibition in 

London, Joseph won more awards than any 

other exhibitor. Despite being a pacifist he 

switched his attention to the production of 

armaments at the outbreak of the Crimean war, 

only to have his “Whitfield Rifle” rejected by the 

Ordinance Board because of its small bore. 

Interestingly it was adopted by the French army 

and was even used in the American Civil War as 

the “Whitworth Sharpshooter”. In 1960 Queen 

Victoria opened the first meeting of the British 

Rifle Association at Wimbledon by firing a 

Sharpshooter. 

Joseph also developed a powerful cannon, this 

too was rejected by the British but accepted by 

the French along with New Zealand and other 

foreign nations . 

Many more awards followed over the  intervening 

years and in 1868 Napoleon III made him a 

member of the Legion d’honneur. At the ripe old 

age of 66, he was created a Baronet. 

On 22nd January 1887 aged 84 Sir Joseph died 

in Monte Carlo, his body was returned to 

England and buried at St Helen’s Church, Darley 

Dale, Derbyshire.  Sir Joseph donated £6.5 

million pounds to the government to fund 

scholarships in science and industry, these 

scholarships still exist with 10 to 15 still being 

awarded each year.  

Maureen did finish on a sad note, informing us 

that in 1896 on the death of Sir Joseph’s second 

wife and there being no surviving children from 

either marriage, the baronetcy became extinct. 

Therefore she has had to abandon any hopes of 

her late husband’s  direct family connections with 

Sir Joseph Whitworth, Baronet, FRS, FRSA, 

engineer, entrepreneur and philanthropist. 

Thanks, Maureen, for a wonderful talk. 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Joseph Whitworth 

Alwyn Holmes 

 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          11 

 

 What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Tree 

By Janet Reeve 

I am a Christmas bauble 
Hanging on the tree, 
Multi-coloured, shining bright 
For everyone to see, 
Children all across the land
Shout with mirth and glee 
To see me, 
Hanging on the tree. 

I am a twisted candy stick 
Hanging on the tree, 
Pink and white with curly top 
For everyone to see, 
Children all across the land 
Want to eat me after tea, 
When they see me, 
On the tree. 

I am a wooden Santa Claus 
Hanging on the tree, 
Clothed in red with beard of white 
For everyone to see. 
Children all across the land 
Hold up lists for me to see, 
When they see me, 
On the tree. 

I am the Christmas Angel 
Right on top of the tree 
Shining wings and halo bright 
For everyone to see, 
Children all across the land 
Think of Jesus’s birth on earth, 
When they see me 
On the tree. 
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 What you wanted to share 

 

MADE FOR EACH OTHER 
 

We can't help who we fall in love with, can we? When we're made for each other 
though, it's magical! 

 

For instance, I knew a Walker who married a Boot. They were a well heeled couple. 
They had a long and happy marriage but towards the end they were on their uppers. 

Bless their Soles. 

 

A Berry and a Bush were also true loves.  They had a very productive and fruitful 
marriage and flourished all their lives. 

 

Then came a Frost and a Snow.  This couple seemed very icy towards each other in 
winter, but come summertime, they thrived on the sunshine. It seemed to melt 

their hearts. 

 

Another couple was Blizzard and Gale. Their relationship was very stormy but 
they went along happily together, looking back at the havoc and chaos they 

caused on the way. 

 

Lock and Key were a great combination.  They were in everyone's home, making sure 
they were all safe and secure.  Much admired and appreciated by everyone. 

 

My last couple was a Christmas and a Snowball.  YOU COULDN'T MAKE IT UP, COULD YOU?! 
They were a very festive couple. They went on to have two sons.  The first one they named Snowy 

and the second one Santa. 

 

 

 

 

 

IT'S TRUE!! 

On that note, I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas.  

Do you know of any couples made for each other? 

Sue Widdowson 
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 What you wanted to share 

 

Blue isn’t always bad in Fairyland 

By Janet Reeve 

 

Blue in every sense of the word; cold, shunned by all, and every time she looks at herself in the water 

her body was turning bluer and bluer. 

She had a dark, or perhaps a blue secret!  A voracious appetite for blueberries; she 

couldn’t get enough of them!  Every night she would creep out and devour them by 

the handful. Her skin began to absorb the pigment of the fruit. 

The other fairies had long since stopped asking why she wasn’t eating her breakfast. 

They were all enticingly attractive; but she was blue. She attempted to hide it by her hairstyle and 

wearing long dresses. This made her look even more different. 

So she hid herself away. 

It’s not good, anywhere to be different, is it? 

Now it was coming up to Christmas in the Fairy Kingdom, and each year a different fairy had the honour 

of adorning the top of the Kingdom Tree. 

Annabel, for that was the blue fairy’s name, had never had that honour. 

Names were put forward and the Fairy King would choose who he thought would best fit the theme he’d 

chosen. 

“If only I could stop eating blueberries I might stand a chance”, thought Annabel. But try as she might, it 

was as though a strong invisible rope was drawing her to them, night, after night, after night! 

Despair! Desperation! 

She put her name forward anyway, but not with any hope. Year on year she’d been pipped at the post by 

another fairy prettier than her. 

The morning of the choosing arrived!  The  whole kingdom seemed to be gathered in the glade around 

the shrouded tree.  Annabel stood in the background, not wanting to be seen. 

Fanfares of tiny trumpets filled the air.  The King’s minions whipped the cover off, and everyone gasped. 

No-one in Fairyland had ever seen a tree like it—all blue and silver and sparkling in the winter sunshine. 

Drum rolls!  “And the winner is . . . Annabel, the Blue Fairy!” 

She had been noticed!  Eating all those blueberries hadn’t been such a bad thing after all! 

As she flew to the top of the tree and looked down on all the smiling faces she thought “Every Blue Fairy 

has a silver lining”. 
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Split Words—Songs 

 

 

Solution on p. 17 
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Codeword 

 

 

 

 
                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p. 18 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw—Email: newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk                                          16 

 

More Puzzles 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p. 19 

SUDOKU 
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Solutions—Split Words—Songs 
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Solutions—Codeword 
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Solutions—More Puzzles 

 

 

 SUDOKU 
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