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Letter from the Chair 

Ilkeston 

 

 

 

 Hello Members, 

I was so very sorry to miss the September Open Meeting, but hope those members who 

were at the meeting enjoyed their morning. 

There is no good news at the moment as to when the Community Room at Ilkeston Fire 

Station will re-open and although there are a few rooms available locally for hire, all come 

at a cost and so I think you, the members and your Group Leaders may soon have to 

consider about how you are going to continue to operate during the coming months.  

I have previously offered help to Members who wish to use Zoom for meetings and have 

passed a list of rooms for hire to the GLs, should you want to look at using these on a 

short-term basis. 

The question of finance and the future format of meetings prior to Christmas will be 

discussed at the next Committee meeting, scheduled for Tuesday 14th October and your 

views are most welcome. Personally, I feel we should continue with the informal style 

meetings until December and I would appreciate your feedback or suggestions on this 

subject from members. 

One of our members will be giving a talk, a fascinating insight into both his business and 

hobby at the October meeting. The seating will still be arranged informally, the entrance, 

tea, coffee and biscuits are free, and signing in will be mandatory all very similar to the 

last two meetings. Members are welcome to bring their own cups/mugs for drinks and 

masks are at your own discretion. 

I do hope to be able to come along and join you, so in the meantime, please keep safe 

and take care. 

 

Ann Riley 

Chair Ilkeston u3a 
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 Groups Contact  

History 1 

St Helen’s Church, Trowell 

The first recorded reference to a 

church in Trowell can be found in the 

records of York Minster, which show 

that an application was made via the 

Lord of the Manor in Trowell, for a 

church to be established at the 

“request of the people”. Permission 

was granted in 801, and fragments of 

this Saxon church are reputed to have 

been found under the present chancel.  

The next reference to this church is found in the 

Domesday Book, which quotes “here is a priest 

and a half a church and six acres of meadow.” 

This reference to a priest and half of a church 

means that that it was shared with another 

parish. In the case of Trowell this was with 

Cossall and the Rectors of Trowell received half 

the tythes of Cossall.  Also, until the end of the 

18th century, people of Cossall were married, 

baptised and buried in Trowell. 

The church tower, completed in 1480, is built 

entirely of Trowell sandstone. It is a two-staged 

embattled tower.  Access to the tower is via a 

narrow stone spiral staircase giving access to the 

bell chamber and a door at the top giving access 

to the roof. 

The nave and side aisles were added in the 14th 

and 15th centuries and are also built of Trowell 

sandstone. The walls of the arcades of three 

arches each side of the nave, with octagonal 

piers, are of the 14th century. The square-headed 

windows on the outer walls of the aisles are of 

interest since windows of this style are only to be 

found in parts of Nottinghamshire and 

Derbyshire. 

In 1777, while Samuel Pinkney was 

Churchwarden, the Commandments, Lord’s 

Prayer and Creed were painted on the nave 

walls. These walls were plastered at some later 

date, but the plaster was removed in the 19th 

century and so all the wording has been lost. 

In 1676 there were 168 people in Trowell of age 

to receive Holy Communion, six Roman 

Catholics, and three people described as 

‘obstinate refusers’, i.e. non-conformists.  

Methodists tried to have meeting places 

in Trowell, but the influential Middleton 

family was opposed to them.  Mark 

Fisher, a converted miner and Methodist 

preacher, defied the Lord of the Manor 

by using his cottage for meetings until 

threatened with eviction. He then made 

an open-air church on Trowell Moor 

which was known as “The Church in the 

Wilderness”. These meetings took place 

between 1800 and 1839. Where they 

met after that is unclear but at the census for 

religion in 1851, from a population of 392, 20 

adults attended morning services and 50 children 

went to Sunday school, while the respective 

figures for the afternoon services were 90 and 

50. 

In 1875 several men who were Primitive 

Methodists came to work at Trowell Forge. They 

met for a time in the house of the Manager, Mr 

Samuel Thomas, who was a local preacher. 

When again the Middletons would not give them 

land for a meeting place, they went into Ilkeston 

and established the Nottingham Road Primitive 

Methodist Church. 

Alwyn Holmes 

 

Scrabble 

Good news for Scrabblers – we’re back! 

Scrabble will be back on Monday 11th October at 

our regular venue—Rutland Cottage, Heanor 

Road—from 2 til 4 pm.   

It will be lovely to see our regular members 

return as well as anyone else who would like to 

join us as new members are always welcome. 

Ann Shoebridge 

 

Table Tennis 

Still no news yet on table tennis.  I think it is time 

for another visit.  I will let you know when I have 

news. 

Peter Winfield 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Golf 

On Monday, 6th September 9  players enjoyed the 

Morley Hayes course in glorious sunshine, yet 

again.  We have been really lucky with the 

weather this year.  

There were good scores all round once more. 

Guess who came first again! Kevin finished top, 

with  37, Peter close on 38—much improved  for 

me, Ron 42, Mick 43, Greg 46, Terry 47, Bob 49, 

Andrew 51 and David 53.  This time for a bit of fun 

we played a ‘Nearest the Pin’ competition on the 

8th hole. This was won by Ron, 7ft from the pin, 

with everybody else a little further out.    

Peter Winfield 

History 2 

Many of our members have or 

are attracted to cats and I 

thought these facts might be 

of interest. 

Long before cats became 

stars of the internet, they 

enjoyed great fame in ancient 

Egypt. The exhibition “Divine Felines: Cats of 

Ancient Egypt” explored the role and meaning of 

cats through a selection of works of art from the 

world-famous Egyptian collections of the Brooklyn 

Museum.  

The exhibition comprised 80 objects dating from 

the Middle Kingdom (2008–1630 B.C.) to the 

Byzantine period (395–642 A.D.). They included 

statues, coffins, amulets, textiles and a mummified 

cat from Smithsonian’s National Museum of 

Natural History. 

“These objects illustrate the importance of cats to 

Egyptian society—from the divine to the 

mundane,” said Massumeh Farhad, chief curator 

and Ebrahimi Family Curator for Persian, Arab 

and Turkish art. “They became the subject of both 

real and apocryphal stories. Allegedly, when a cat 

died, the home’s occupants shaved their 

eyebrows as a sign of mourning. Not sure I would 

want to do that! 

Egyptians often named (or nicknamed) their 

children after animals; Miit (cat), for example, was 

a popular name for girls.” 

History highlights the many roles cats played in 

ancient Egyptian culture—from domesticated 

animals, which were kept to ward off mice and 

snakes, to symbolic representations of powerful 

Egyptian kings and gods. One of the reasons for 

the popularity of cats, like other animals in ancient 

Egypt, was their dual nature.  Cats provided 

companionship and pest control. On one 

hand, they are docile, protective and nurturing, 

and on the other hand, they can be fierce, 

ferocious and aggressive. These qualities, 

together with cats’ loyalty and independence, 

became associated with Egyptian rulers and gods. 

Egyptians not only associated cats with deities, 

but they also bred and sacrificed them to the 

gods. They were then often mummified and buried 

in elaborate coffins.  The cat was tightly wrapped 

in linen and its features painted in black ink. Such 

mummies were offered to temples as signs of 

gratitude to the deities. 

Cats were not worshipped as gods 

themselves, but as vessels that the gods chose to 

inhabit. 

Dogs and jackals were also associated with 

Egyptian gods. They were prized for their loyalty 

and obedience but also as hunters and 

scavengers. Because canines inhabited the edge 

of the desert, where cemeteries were located, 

they were regarded as guardians of the dead who 

could lead spirits through the dangerous 

Netherworld.  

The Bidens restored a tradition of presidential 

pets when they moved into the White House in 

January, as President Trump opted not to have a 

pet during his term. But the Bidens’ cat won’t be 

the first in the White House. 

“Abraham Lincoln’s secretary of state, William H. 

Seward, gave him two cats, Tabby and Dixie”, 

said Andrew Hager, historian-in-residence at the 

Presidential Pet Museum.  “Lincoln was a major 

cat fan,” Mr. Hager said, “and the president often 

fed Tabby from the dinner table despite his wife’s 

criticism”.  “At one point, he told a friend that Dixie 

was ‘smarter than his entire cabinet’ and ‘didn’t 

talk back, which was a bonus,’” Mr. Hager said. 

Other presidential cats include Tom Kitten, who 

belonged to Caroline Kennedy; Shan Shein, the 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Siamese cat of President Gerald Ford’s 

daughter, Susan; and Misty Malarky Ying Yang, 

who belonged to President Jimmy Carter’s 

daughter, Amy. 

Probably one of the 

most popular cats 

in the White House 

was Socks in the 

Clinton White 

House. This cat 

was the protagonist 

of an unreleased 

Super Nintendo game, “Socks the Cat Rocks the 

Hill,” and often gained attention from the news 

media, as he was the only White House pet at 

that time until the Clintons adopted a chocolate 

Labrador named Buddy in 1997. 

Personally I am a “dog person” but that is 

probably due to a surfeit of cats in my upbringing. 

Living on a market garden my parents could have 

up to 10 cats at a time although they were 

working animals rather than pets.  

Janet Joy 

Calligraphy 

The first two pieces of Calligraphy are by myself 

and are done in Cursive Gothic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Age quote caught my eye as I was 

perusing one of my many Calligraphy books and 

immediately made me feel younger!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Leaves are accompanied by a piece of 

mindfulness crayoning.  

Perfection is from Jenny.  It is perfectly framed in 

Celtic style flower decorations. 

Linda McKay 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Rambling 

We had a great turnout for our September walk, 

with a group of seventeen.  We were led by Lynn 

and Richard on a leisurely 6.5 mile walk from 

Attenborough Nature Reserve.  Despite some 

heavy rain the day before, the going was good 

and it turned out to be a warm day. Our route 

took us by the River Trent and Beeston Canal, 

including the lovely Heritage Centre which was 

created from lockkeepers’ cottages. We are so 

lucky to have such great amenities for walking so 

close to home.   

Our post-walk meal was at the Cornmill, Chilwell 

where we managed to reach quite a crescendo 

with our chattering. Fortunately we had been 

allocated an area apart from the other diners!   

Our next walk will be on Wednesday 20th 

October and will be led by Mick. 

Dennis Henshaw 

 

 What you wanted to share 
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 What you wanted to share 

 

 

Dogs' Dance 

My dog Oliver and my sister's dog Gucci 

By Sue Widdowson 

Hello, little Gucci, just watch me go 

I know when you've watched you'll love it 
so. 

You put your paws to the left, your paws to 
the right 

And jump in the air as though in flight. 

 

The next move is the Jacko moon walk 

This one is great, it's all the talk. 

Then what you do, you wiggle your bum 

Look at me 'Gooch' really give it some. 

Now you shake it all about and spin around 

That's it, you've got it, you're looking 
sound. 

Now show your mum what you can do 

She may even start to do it too. 

 

It's all the rage for dogs to dance 

You'll be as good as me given half a chance! 

These, and the cheeky squirrel on the front page, are just a few pictures of the stunning garden created 

by Geoff and Glen.  There is something different to feast one’s eyes on at every turn.  A cottagey red 

brick path, begins at a patio full of pots of colour and leads the visitor from the lawn, surrounded by 

trees and shrubs, to one garden ‘room’ after another.  Through the archway is a pond in a secluded 

spot, with chairs around to sit and enjoy the tranquillity.  Onward then to the kitchen garden, with 

vegetables and fruit trees and a greenhouse. Finally at the end of the path is a wildlife pond, still a work 

in progress.  Our French group met there for our most recent meeting and I have to admit I was 

frequently distracted by the beauty all around us and the constant fluttering and chirping of the many 

birds that came to the garden to feed.   Glen claims that all she contributes to this amazing creation is 

design, dead-heading and tidying up after Geoff!  Well done to both!                              Janis Henshaw 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday, 

Dull, rainy, 

Blowing a gale, 

A really awful wet, depressing 

Day 

 

But today, 

Wonder of wonders! 

Such brilliant sunshine! 

Reflecting, 

From some unknown  

Source, 

The distinct shape  

Of a triple Icthus 

On the white 

Garage door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first early autumnal 

Frost! 

Glistening on the sloping 

Roof tops, 

Tingeing  

The tips of the grass 

With silver, 

Such calm,  

Such tranquillity 

After the storm 

Of yesterday. 

 

We’re certainly seeing 

God’s Almighty Hand 

Through the diversity 

Of His Creation, 

Revealing His natural glory 

To US! 

 

Early Autumn Frost 

by Janet Reeve 
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Anagrams—Under the Waves 

 

 

  
ANAGRAM 

NO OF 
WORDS 

ANSWER 

1 AM BIN USER 1   

2 BLEND VIGIL 2   

3 NEXT YANK GO 2   

4 DIG vii NUTS 2   

5 PET DOOR 1   

6 WE EASED 1   

7 ME A SANE ONE 1   

8 REAL FORCE 2   

9 ADVISING CUB 2   

10 SHRANK SKI BAG 2   

11 HE KNEW MAIL 2   

12 BRAVED CHIME 2   

13 ITS ANGRY 1   

14 ARE HAWKS TIGHTER 3   

15 POOR PIES 1   

16 A NUT 1   

17 FOWLS CHIN 1   

18 HOCK DAD 1   

19 NOR ELKS 1   

20 FAKE MACS 2   

21 PC WHISKER 1   

22 FLIPS REP 1   

23 HUG AGED PET 2   

24 UNDERWROTE CHART 2   

25 LET RUT 1   

26 NIP HOLD 1   

27 UNREWARD RACEMATE 1   

28 CUTS HIT ELF 1   

29 BUT HAIL 1   

30 OLDER FUN 1   

31 CREAM ELK 1   

32 FISH ACT 1   

33 NO SLAM 1   

34 VAN DING KIT 2   

35 PROMISED ACRES 2   

Solution on p. 13 
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Split Words—UK Cathedrals  

 
Solutions on p. 14 
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Word Search—Male Names 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p. 15 
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More Puzzles 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p. 16 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

 

Normal word square rules apply 
All word must include the shaded letter. 
Can you find the nine letter word? 
 
 
There is one nine letter word  
Approx. 2 x 8 letter word - 8 x 7 letter words—  
22 x 6 letter words—22 x 5 letter words—31 x 4 letter words. 

N D F 

O I M 

R E C 

A 
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Solutions—Anagrams—Under the Waves 

 

  ANAGRAM 
NO OF 
WORDS ANSWER 

1 AM BIN USER 1 SUBMARINE 

2 BLEND VIGIL 2 DIVING BELL 

3 NEXT YANK GO 2 OXYGEN TANK 

4 DIG vii NUTS 2 DIVING SUIT 

5 PET DOOR 1 TORPDEO 

6 WE EASED 1 SEAWEED 

7 ME A SANE ONE 1 SEA ANEMONE 

8 REAL FORCE 2 CORAL REEF 

9 ADVISING CUB 2 SCUBA DIVING 

10 SHRANK SKI BAG 2 BASKING SHARK 

11 HE KNEW MAIL 2 MINKE WHALE 

12 BRAVED CHIME 2 DIVE CHAMBER 

13 ITS ANGRY 1 STINGRAY 

14 ARE HAWKS TIGHTER 3 GREAT WHITE SHARK 

15 POOR PIES 1 PORPOISE 

16 A NUT 1 TUNA 

17 FOWLS CHIN 1 CLOWNFISH 

18 HOCK DAD 1 HADDOCK 

19 NOR ELKS 1 SNORKEL 

20 FAKE MACS 2 FACE MASK 

21 PC WHISKER 1 SHIPWRECK 

22 FLIPS REP 1 FLIPPERS 

23 HUG AGED PET 2 DEPTH GAUGE 

24 UNDERWROTE CHART 2 UNDERWATER TORCH 

25 LET RUT 1 TURTLE 

26 NIP HOLD 1 DOLPHIN 

27 UNREWARD RACEMATE 1 UNDERWATER CAMERA 

28 CUTS HIT ELF 1 CUTTLEFISH 

29 BUT HAIL 1 HALIBUT 

30 OLDER FUN 1 FLOUNDER 

31 CREAM ELK 1 MACKEREL 

32 FISH ACT 1 CATFISH 

33 NO SLAM 1 SALMON 

34 VAN DING KIT 2 DIVING TANK 

35 PROMISED ACRES 2 COMPRESSED AIR 
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Solutions—Split Words—UK Cathedrals 
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Solutions—Word Search—Male Names 
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Solutions—More Puzzles 

 

 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

9 Letter word :     CONFIRMED 
8 Letter words:    CONFIDER, INFORMED  
7 Letter words:    COMFIER, CONFIDE, CONFIRM, CONIFER,  
DEMONIC,    DORMICE, INCOMER, MINORED 
6 Letter words :   CINDER, CODEIN, COIFED, COINED, COINER, FIND-
ER,    FIRMED, FORMIC, FRIEND, INCOME, INFORM,     IRONED,  
MEDICO, MERINO, MICRON, MINCED,   MINCER, MINDER, MONIED,   

NIMROD, RECOIN,     REMIND. 
5 Letter words :   CIDER, CRIED, CRIME, DENIM, DICER, DINER, FIEND,    FINED, FINER, 
FIORD, FIRED, FRIED, INFER, MEDIC,    MICRO, MINCE. MINED, MINER, MINOR, MIRED,  
 MOIRE, NICER. 
 4 Letter words:   CINE, CIRE, COIF, COIN, COIR, DICE, DIME, DINE,     DIRE, EMIR, FIND, 
FINE, FIRE, FIRM, ICED, ICON,     IDEM, INFO, IRON, MICE, MIEN, MIND, MINE, MIRE,   
 NICE, REIN, RICE, RIDE, RIFE, RIME, RIND. 

N D F 

O I M 

R E C 
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