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Letter from the Chair 

  
 

Hello Members, 

Well, it has seemed to be such a long time coming, but at last we have the start of 

our Open Meeting all lined up for Tuesday 3rd August 2021. 

So, now let’s forget the past and concentrate on how we are going to approach the 

future. At the moment it is very early days and we should not be doing anything we 

do not feel comfortable with, but at the same time we do need to start gradually to 

reclaim our lives back, and so we are taking the first tentative steps to restart our 

Open Meetings.  As you must now be aware from the latest emails and letters sent 

to Members, we will begin with a ‘drop in’ tea/coffee morning. Very casual but well 

sanitised from the moment you walk into the Arena.  Val will greet you with a burst 

of sanitiser, and I’m sure you fully understand registration is mandatory for all 

Members.  

You will not be asked, but I do hope everyone who is eligible, will have had their 

‘jabs’, ensuring not only their own safety but also that of friends.  

If you feel happier, you are welcome to bring your own cup/mug for drinks (milk 

and/or sugar if required, will be put in your drink and all biscuits are wrapped).  So 

I feel that, although service may be a little slower than normal, we have kept any 

risks to a bare minimum. 

Again, there is no timetable, you are free to come and go as you please, all doors 

and windows will remain open wherever possible. Seating and small tables will be 

scattered around the room, adding to the informal atmosphere. Additional bottles 

of sanitiser for personal use will be around the signing in tables and the stage 

area. 

So, all it needs now is for you, the Members, to enjoy our first meeting for 

seventeen months. 

As always, take care and keep safe.  

Ann Riley 
Chair Ilkeston u3a 
 
 
PS   I almost forgot the good news, there is no charge for entrance and the tea, 
coffee and biscuits are free.  

Ilkeston 
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 Groups Contact  

Interest Groups information 

Some of our Interest Group meetings may be a 

little slower getting back into the swing, due 

mainly to the delay of the re-opening of the 

Community Room at Ilkeston Fire Station. The 

room should be available for use mid/late August 

or early September and the Group Leaders will 

be notified by the Fire Service Admin. section 

once we are able to go ahead with our bookings.  

Unfortunately, the Adam Street Church is no 

longer available for our use and I am trying to 

find suitable rooms for these groups to use. 

If you do know of any rooms which may be 

available to use by these Interest Groups, please 

contact either myself, a Member of the 

Committee or the Group Leaders. 

Ann Riley, Chair 

 

Flat Green Bowling 

Four sessions of bowling have been booked at 

the Stanton Clubhouse Green, weather permit-

ting.  This is located at the side of Stanton's Main 

Offices, Lowes Lane, DE7 4QU (for sat. nav. 

purposes). 

The four sessions are: 2nd and 23rd August, 6th 

and 20th September, 1.00 to 3.00 pm. 

No experience is necessary, and there is easy 

access to the green.  Flat soled shoes must be 

worn and bowls will be provided, or you can bring 

your own. 

There will be a small charge of £2 per person per 

session.  Bring your own drink and hat. 

If you want any further information, ring Kevin on 

07910 834 979 

Please let me know if you are coming.  Please 

note that this is NOT the Stanton Institute, which 

was the previous venue. 

Kevin McKay                                                                   

 

                                                     

 

 

 

Dancing 

At last I am trying to organise the restart of 

dancing, hopefully on 21st September, Trefoil 

House at 2.00pm. I am just waiting for 

confirmation that the room is available and wish 

to give prior notice via the newsletter. 

Glenys Donson 

 

French Conversation  

We have continued to enjoy meeting monthly in 

either our garden or Ann’s and will continue until 

we see how things are going with meetings 

generally. Regarding using the fire station for 

meetings, Lynne, the booking clerk has let me 

know that there is no date yet to start to take 

bookings but she will email me as soon as she 

knows.   

Glen Pickering 

 

History 1 

On June 4th, History group 1 held a casual open 

air meeting in Victoria Park, our first get together 

for over 12 months. It was conducted under 

Covid rules and regulations, but in a relaxed 

manner. One of our members Sue Brown 

brought along a file of local and national 

newspapers from early 1953.  They are very 

brown and dried, disintegrating as they are 

handled, but none the less, very interesting.  

The main subject in the news at that time was 

the East Coast floods of January 31.  This is very 

resonant of what is taking place in Europe as I 

write, with the awful floods in Germany, The 

Netherlands and Belgium regions. 

The North Sea floods of 1953 were the result of 

unusual Spring tides, the deep Atlantic 

depression, which passed to the north of 

Scotland and then moved South-East down the 

North sea, together with Northerly gales. These 

combined to cause a tidal surge down the North 

Sea which exceeded 18ft above mean sea level. 

There was also a full moon that night, all of which 

resulted in extremely high waves, which 

devastated coastal communities all down the 

East Coast.  In Scotland 19 people died, whilst in 
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 Groups Contact continued 

England 307 people were killed in the counties of 

Lincolnshire, Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex, over in 

the Netherlands around 1800 people perished. 

There was localised flooding on the afternoon of 

the 31st of January in places like Cleethorpes and 

Grimsby. Shortly after 5pm the first major 

invasion of the sea took place in the sleepy town 

of Wells-next-the-Sea. Then the storm raced into 

The Wash.  A train travelling between Kings Lynn 

and Hunstanton was struck by a floating 

bungalow, damaging the engine so badly that it 

took 6 hours to reverse to Hunstanton with all the 

passengers standing on their seats.  

There were so many stories of loss of life, 

heroism and bravery all down the East Coast. 

But amongst all the terror there were moment’s 

of humour, such as in the Harwich area, where a 

man was seen rowing a dingy, which was loaded 

with cats in the stern, dogs in the middle, and a 

most magnificent parrot on the prow shouting 

“Get out of here, get out of here!". 

Following these floods, storm surge barriers were 

constructed on the Thames, below London, and 

on the Humber Estuary, along with many other 

additional flood defences down the East coast. At 

least twice since that Sunday night of 31st 

January, similar combinations of Spring tides and 

storm surges have occurred, resulting in the 

Thames barrier being raised. Together with the 

renewed North Sea defences, this has resulted in 

no repeat of the 1953 disaster. 

Following these disasters, the local populations 

were struggling to get back on their feet and 

raise money for repairs etc. My maternal 

grandmother heard through the Church that 

properties with minor damage were to be rented 

out during the summer season.  So Grandmother 

booked one. On our arrival, there was a row of 

pre-fab bungalows on the sea front around the 

Ingoldmells area originally, the ones to the North 

were intact, the ones to the South had 

disappeared from their bases along with some of 

the residents. 

The one we stayed in had been repaired and re-

decorated but in every room there was a thick 

black line, about 2 feet below the ceiling, which 

had apparently resisted all efforts to be painted 

out. There were also about 4 trapdoors into the 

roof space where the family members had 

escaped, broken through the roof tiles and sat on 

the roof for several hours until being rescued by 

boats. It was a very sobering holiday for us all. 

Alwyn Holmes 

 

Golf 

The golfers met on July 5th in wonderful weather. 

Some scores matched the weather, some didn't, 

but then a great day was enjoyed by all. The best 

score again came from bandit Kevin, just beating 

Andrew by three shots, Pete was a few behind 

with 45 and Bob one shot adrift.  Terry was much 

improved on 49 but Ron had a bad day, bringing 

up the rear with a 52.  The next meeting is on 

Monday 2nd August at Morley Hayes, with start 

times of 10.00  and 10.10 am. 

 

Table Tennis 

There is no news yet on table tennis re-starting 

but I will be calling in again to see if I can find out 

any news. 

Peter Winfield 

Canvey Island floods 

A flooded caravan park  
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Victoria Park 

By Janet Reeve 

A lockdown haven for the young and the old, 

Where drinks from the café keep out the cold, 

The “Bare Feet Cafe” with great friendly staff, 

Welcoming walkers and friends, having a laugh! 

 

Delicious ice-creams when the weather is hot, 

Putting on weight? We don’t give a jot! 

Sitting ‘round tables in the bright summer sun, 

Imagine being at the seaside, having some fun! 

 

Cheeky robins and blackbirds, all having no fear, 

Hop after spilt crumbs coming ever so near, 

Wagtails strut comically on the Bowling Green, 

Stop suddenly, unexpectedly, their feathers to 

preen! 

 

Listening to birds sweetly singing above, 

Calling their mates, calling their love, 

Often hidden away among canopied trees, 

Occasionally glimpsed in the whispering breeze. 

 

Keeping so fit walking around and around, 

Admiring the flowers springing up from the ground, 

Following the tree trail, eighteen species in all, 

Our favourite, ancient Oak Tree, majestic and tall! 

 

Victorian bandstand, standing so proud, 

Where some Sundays brass bands play aloud, 

Echoing so musically around the park, 

Lifting our gloom, igniting a spark. 

 

A spark of hope in this pandemic year, 

Dispersing despair, dispelling our fear, 

Helping all participants along the way 

Towards wholeness and happiness, so we can 

say—  

 

Our Victoria Park has inspired us, and fired us, 

Where firm friendships have blossomed among 

us, 

Brought smiles from tears in troubled times, 

And inspired ME to write this verse that rhymes! 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry for Pleasure 

 

Poetry for Pleasure group’s 

Ongoing ‘cos we zoom. 

Every other Wednesday 

The zoom dispels our gloom. 

Reading out our chosen odes . . . 

You get a lot of joy. 

 

Finding poems to fit a theme 

Our internet we explore. 

Rossetti if you're feeling sad; 

 

Plath’s sometimes hard to fathom. 

Laurie Lee loves country tales. 

Eliot’s cats are really winsome. 

Auden’s poem about the Night Mail; 

Shakespeare, Shelley too. 

Uplifting Pam Ayres’ tales of teeth; 

Rupert Brooke, to name a few, so 

Emulate our poetry group 

     and read a poem or two. 

 

Pat Potter July 2021 

 

Ilkeston u3a Facebook group 

 

We now have our very own Facebook group and 

you’re all invited to join.  It’s your opportunity to 

communicate with other members and it’d be great to 

hear from you all.  Tell us what you’re doing; share 

pictures with us—whether they’re of the local area or 

of your family or holidays or tell us what skills you 

may have learned in one of our many great Interest 

Groups. 

Our Facebook group is very secure and all requests 

to join (as well as posts) are vetted which is why we 

ask you for your membership number, so please 

don’t forget to include this minor but very important 

detail.  (You can find your membership number on 

the badge that our membership secretary gave you 

shortly after joining). 

You can find our group here https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1226535837801301 

Ann Shoebridge 

 

Kevin’s beautiful roses 

The lilies on the cover page are also Kevin’s 

A few years ago this was virtually a building 

site and a no-go area. Now it is our delightful 

terraced garden (Janis) 
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Anagrams—Magazines 

Solution on p. 10 

  

ANAGRAM 

NO OF 
WORDS 

ANSWER 

1 CAPTIONS LOOM 1   

2 DANGER SHINGLE 2   

3 WARLORDS GENDER 2   

4 HUGE KONGO EPISODE 2   

5 TINY LES 1   

6 CRUELTY INFO 1   

7 KO 1   

8 PER GOAT 2   

9 IDIOTS MARE 2   

10 AM NOW 1   

11 UNSHADED ORANGE 3   

12 IVY RAN FIAT 2   

13 DESIRED GREATS 2   

14 WEE WONKY ALMS 2   

15 GOTHIC AARON LEAPING 2   

16 UV EGO 1   

17 MANMADE NO HOW 3   

18 CEYLON FRUIT 1   

19 RATTLE 1   

20 VICTORIAN BRIDES 2   

21 RESTUDY COIN 1   

22 DERANGED SIGN 2   

23 AIMED HOLE 2   

24 TOREADORS GOUT 2   

25 AERIAL CRIME 2   

26 CHUTNEY ROOMS 2   

27 LUSTING TRADERS DEAL 2   

28 OUR WRY GO NOW 3   

29 I RAMP 1   

30 A GAS 1   
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Word Search—English Kings and Queens 

 

 

 

 Solutions on p. 11 
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More Puzzles 

 

 

Solution on p. 12 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

O T O 

N G R 

F T E 

Normal word square rules apply 
All word must include the shaded letter. 
 Can you find the nine letter word? 

 
There is one nine letter word  
Approx. 1 X 8 letter word - 1 X 7 letter words - 5 x 6 letter 
words – 
5 x 5 letter words  -  11 x 4 letter words. 

G 

M 
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Solutions—Anagrams— 

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

ANAGRAM 

NO OF 
WORD
S 

ANSWER 

1 CAPTIONS LOOM 1 COSMOPOLITAN 

2 DANGER SHINGLE 2 ENGLISH GARDEN 

3 WARLORDS GENDER 2 GARDENERS WORLD 

4 HUGE KONGO EPISODE 2 GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 

5 TINY LES 1 INSTYLE 

6 CRUELTY INFO 1 COUNTRYLIFE 

7 KO 1 OK 

8 PER GOAT 2 TOP GEAR 

9 IDIOTS MARE 2 RADIO TIMES 

10 AM NOW 1 WOMAN 

11 UNSHADED ORANGE 3 HOUSE AND GARDEN 

12 IVY RAN FIAT 2 VANITY FAIR 

13 DESIRED GREATS 2 READERS DIGEST 

14 WEE WONKY ALMS 2 WOMANS WEEKLY 

15 GOTHIC AARON LEAPING 2 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

16 UV EGO 1 VOGUE 

17 MANMADE NO HOW 3 WOMAN AND HOME 

18 CEYLON FRUIT 1 COUNTRYFILE 

19 RATTLE 1 TATLER 

20 VICTORIAN BRIDES 2 DISCOVER BRITAIN 

21 RESTUDY COIN 1 COUNTRYSIDE 

22 DERANGED SIGN 2 GARDEN DESIGN 

23 AIMED HOLE 2 IDEAL HOME 

24 TOREADORS GOUT 2 GREAT OUTDOORS 

25 AERIAL CRIME 2 MARIE CLAIRE 

26 CHUTNEY ROOMS 2 COUNTRY HOMES 

27 LUSTING TRADERS DEAL 2 GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 

28 OUR WRY GO NOW 3 GROW YOUR OWN 

29 I RAMP 1 PRIMA 

30 A GAS 1 SAGA 
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Solutions—Word Search—English Kings and Queens 
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More Puzzle Solutions 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

Solution 

9 Letter word:  FORGOTTEN. 

8 Letter words: FOREGONE.  

7 Letter words : FORGONE. 

6 Letter words : FOREGO, FORGET, FORGOT, GOTTEN, GROTTO.  

5 Letter words : ERGOT, FORGE, FORGO, GOFER, GONER. 

 4 Letter words : ERFO, FROG, GENT, GOER, GONE, GOOF, GOON,                

                                                                          GORE, GROT, OGRE, TONG. 

O T O 

N G R 

F T E 


