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IMPORTANT 
 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the 

implementation of social distancing, all U3A 

meetings are suspended until further notice. 

ILKESTON                                       NEWS 
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Letter from the Chair 

 

Hello Members, 

With the approaching month of June it is very hard to believe we are half way through the year and I feel 

as if I have not really done anything special other than gardening and a few cautious visits to garden 

centres. But isn’t it lovely to see the daylight hours (weather permitting) getting longer—no need to close 

our curtains quite so early at night, that’s a bonus and a real sign of early summertime. 

Speaking of gardening, I understand the Gardening Group are about to lose their joint Group Leaders.  I 

fully understand and thank both Anne and Barbara for their support and so I am asking if there is any 

Member able to pick up the reins and volunteer to take over the group leadership? 

All of the groups and their leaders will need your support in the coming months as we try to get our 

groups and meetings restarted again and if any Members can help, either assisting with our existing 

groups or with fresh ideas for new groups—please do not hesitate to contact me. Ilkeston u3a is in real 

need of active support to continue operating once we can resume our normal activities. Group Leaders, 

please let me know when you are considering or able to start up your groups. 

There is no definite news as to when we can start to use our venues, e.g. Ilkeston Arena and the 

Community Room at the Fire Station. I understand the Fire Station is looking towards the end of June but 

there is no change regarding  the monthly meeting at the Arena to date.  Once again, this is reliant upon 

the Government guidelines. 

This brings me to one of the items raised at the monthly Committee meeting.  Unfortunately, Covid-19 

has isolated many of our Members from friends and acquaintances at Ilkeston u3a, and very sadly over 

the course of the lockdown and isolation periods we have lost some of our well-loved members. The 

Members that you may not be aware of their sad passing are Megan Walker, Maureen Lee, Diane 

Tidman and Brenda Straw and we extend our sincere condolences to the families and their loved ones. 

I will apologise, in advance, if there is anyone whom we may not have been informed about and has 

therefore been missed from this sad list.  In the future, it is intended that a short but sincere 

acknowledgment will be placed in the monthly newsletter. 

June 2nd marks the first national u3a day, an occasion to raise the profile of all u3as.  Many u3as have 

planned various outdoor activities to celebrate this event.  On your behalf, I have accepted the very kind 

offer from the Chair of Beeston u3a to put some material advertising Ilkeston u3a on the promotional stall 

they will be having in Beeston Square.  

My 5-year-old laptop has decided to show its age and is currently refusing to work properly.  Everything I 

try to do in my amateur way is being baulked at every turn.  I have spent hours trying to boot it up—

threatening it with the great ‘computer home in the sky’, contemplating dropping from a great height—I’ve 

even resorted to talking both politely and impolitely—all to no avail. So very soon I’m afraid its going to be 

time to get the screwdrivers out—enough is enough! 

Congratulations to Jean Hogg East Midlands Regional Trustee!  Jean has agreed to continue in the role 

for the next twelve months. 

Take care and I hope to see you all very soon 

Ann Riley 

To contact me:  chair@ilkestonu3a.org.uk   or 0115 930 1809 
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Exploring Spiritual Wisdom  

At our last Zoom meeting we took the question: 

“Should we act our age?” 

Some thoughts we considered: 

In traditional Hindu writings, life is divided into four 

stages  

1. Age 0-25 = Time spent in education and 

learning  

2. Age 25-50 = Time spent raising a family  

3. Age 50-75 = time giving back to the 

community 

4. Age over 75 = a time of withdrawal spent in 

prayer and contemplation thinking about the 

next life.  

In Native American and other traditional cultures, 

the Elders are respected and consulted in order to 

ask their opinion on things, as a source of 

wisdom. 

How should we see our place in society? What is 

our purpose? 

Humans live many years after the age at which 

they can reproduce, so we think we are meant to 

contribute to family life and the knowledge and 

functioning of the community. 

Do we acknowledge ourselves as a source of 

wisdom or has modern life changed so fast that 

we are left behind and no longer understand how 

to do many things in everyday life? E.g. 

technology and even cooking, ideas and food 

production have changed. Ideas on childcare and 

family life often change.  

Japan respect their elders and have a culture 

involving ancestor reverence. So they 

acknowledge their debt to those who went before. 

China, having the one child policy in a traditional 

culture has left many young couples with one 

child trying to look after sometimes two parents 

each and four grandparents. 

—— 

Contemplating the above, our discussion ranged 

far and wide over topics such as: 

• pressure on children 

• Advertising 

• “Must have” culture 

• Technology moving fast: we have to learn new 

stuff all the time 

•  Our knowledge is out of date 

• Grandparents have more patience, experience 

and listen more 

• Lack of politeness and respect generally  

• Ourselves as a group 

• Fashion, dress as culture or personal choice 

• “Horizontal stratification of society” so that 

ages mix mainly with their own age group, so 

old and young are separated more than they 

would be in traditional cultures. 

As usual, we could have gone on . . . but a most 

enjoyable time was had by all. We have space for 

new members. 

Yvonne Muckle 

 

History 1 

Victoria Park & Recreation ground continued from 

old local newspaper cuttings: 

This was the Nottingham House of Correction 

(Jail), St John’s St. Nottingham, demolished in 

1900. 

The pillars at the entrance were transferred to 

Ilkeston and Installed at the head of the Rose 

arch in Victoria park. 

Pillars hold a secret 

Anyone who might decide to remove the pillars 

near the entrance to Ilkeston Victoria Park has a 

big surprise coming to him—because he would 

find, tucked into the base of one of them, 

photographs and particulars of four young men,  
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who were there at the time they were erected 

‘Ringleader’ on that occasion was Bert Spiby, 

now 79 years old, whose father, Arthur Spiby, 

was chief groundsman at Victoria Park. Bert, a 

youth of about 18 at that time, was working for his 

father in the park when the pillars were brought 

from Rutland House, on Heanor Road. 

“The pillars were erected on old fashioned 

pulleys, with scaffold poles and blocks, because 

of course there weren’t any cranes in those days,” 

he recalled. “There was a basin-type hollow in the 

base of the pillars, which measured about 18 

inches across.” 

Friends 

Bert, his brother Leonard, and two friends, Albert 

Wagstage and Everard Ellis, had with them some 

post-card sized photographs on which they wrote 

a few biographical particulars. “We put the 

photographs into the base just as the concrete 

was being lowered—and there they stayed!" 

stated Bert. Victoria Park was developed chiefly 

by Arthur Spiby, from a three-cornered piece of 

land, given to the Corporation by the Duke of 

Rutland. Mr. Spiby was appointed chief 

groundsman at the park in 1900. 

Criss-Cross 

Recounted Bert; “Dad was given an original plan 

for the park, which showed a criss-cross path 

coming from each surrounding road, and where 

the paths crossed in the middle there was to be a 

band stand. He studied the plan, and refused to 

tackle it, so he was told by the Borough Surveyor 

to do it his own way.” When Arthur Spiby had 

erected a rose pergola at the bottom entrance, 

the pillars were offered to accentuate the 

attractive effect. A German gun, captured during 

the 1914-18 war, was mounted by Mr. Spiby on a 

rockery near the children’s playground at the 

Drummond Road side. The gun disappeared 

many years ago and has not been recovered 

since. There may still be those who can 

remember the faithful but fearsome figure of 

Arthur Spiby, as he paced Victoria Park with a 

thick walking-stick which was raised threateningly 

in the direction of any youngsters who ventured 

too near his precious flower beds. 

Groundsman 

Bert Spiby was appointed Head groundsman at 

the “Rec” on November 4th 1924 and stayed there 

for no less than 32 years, so he knows far more 

about the origins of the present grounds than 

many other people in the town. Before Mr Spiby 

was given the task of developing the Rutland 

Recreation Ground into its present form, this 

particular expanse of land was partly the town’s 

refuse tip, and partly the Pimlico Cricket Ground. 

Tipping began at the rec in 1922, and by the time 

the Corporation appointed Mr Spiby to the post of 

Head Groundsman, one corner was almost 20ft 

deep in refuse. 

County 

When Mr. Spiby started work, for an initial weekly 

wage of £3.00, he was told to prepare a county 

wicket for the following summer, and the first 

county match was played on Ilkeston Rec in July 

1926. The score-board was presented by Mr 

Beardsley, an enthusiastic supporter of cricket. In 

those early days of the development of the 

ground, Mr Spiby personally designed the entire 

layout, sowed seeds, and laid turf with his own 

hands. When the ash top of the former tip had 

been levelled out, soil was brought in by horse 

and cart and laid on the surface. Had Bert Spiby 

not intervened with a very acceptable suggestion 

to the Borough Surveyor, Mr Billy Wood, there 

would have been a road in front of the score-box. 

Banking 

Though Mr Spiby wanted grass banking near the 

score-box, it was refused by the Corporation 

because of the high cost involved in bringing new 

 
Groups Contact continued 

Pillars in situ at Victoria Park 
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soil in to build up the banks. Quite by 

coincidence, Mr Spiby was standing with the 

Borough Surveyor, watching the provisional 

operations taking place on the development of 

what is now Oakwell Drive when he remarked 

that the road would have a considerable rise in 

one area. This was unavoidable, the Borough 

surveyor informed him, as it would be too 

expensive to get rid of all the excavations from 

the rise. “I’ll tell you what you can do with all the 

spare excavations,” remarked Bert, inspired with 

the new idea. “You can pop it across the road, to 

build the banking I want in front of the score-

box!" And that was how banks came to be 

formed below the score-box, and also how 

Oakwell Drive came to be built on the level. 

Bowling 

Turf was taken from what was then Clark’s field, 

to provide a surface for the bowling green, which 

was made the following winter, and a small three

-cornered field was made into the miniature 

(Pitch & Put) golf course. “The miniature course 

put the idea of golf into the heads of the officials, 

so, in 1929 I laid every green on the nine hole 

golf course,” explained Mr Spiby. There were 

recurring problems as a result of the bad filling 

formed by the Corporation tip, and during one 

particular winter, Bert Spiby set about, with a 

spirit level and pegs to level-out the ground 

which had sunk. One part had sunk as deeply as 

18ft, and as there was no soil available at the 

time, the only thing to do was fill in the bottom of 

the saucer. 

Excavations began about a year later on the 

fields which are now Kirk Hallam estate, and Bert 

was told that he could have as much soil as he 

wished. Therefore, he made the most of the 

offer, he took 100 loads of soil at 10 tons a time, 

and during two winters he used every particle to 

level the recreation ground, The hard work and 

devotion of Bert Spiby, during his 32 years at 

Rutland Recreation Ground was recognized on 

his retirement by a testimonial fund started by the 

cricketers and joined by Council officials and the 

many friends he had made over the years. These 

people wanted to show their appreciation to the 

man who, through rain, snow, hail or blow 

worked on to make sure the match went on. 

Many thanks to Margaret Slater for the use of 

these news cuttings and sharing the history of 

the devotions on her father and grand father. 

Alwyn Holmes 

 

Science for All 

Vaccination 

Vaccination is a current topic and I hope most of 

you will now have received both “jabs” This is not 

a new treatment, and we have to go back to the 

18th century to investigate how this became part 

of our lives, particularly as children.          Following a 

technique first developed by Edward Jenner in 

the late 18th century, smallpox vaccination in 

1900 meant scoring the skin of the upper arm 

with a lancet or knife, and then dabbing the 

wound with live virus. Vaccine makers in 1900 

still sourced their virus from oozing cowpox sores 

on the underside of calves.     “The vaccine recip-

ient would start to feel quite sick, usually with a 

fever and a very sore arm,” says Michael Willrich, 

a history professor at Brandeis University and 

author of Pox: An American History. “The 

vaccine site would become more and more 

irritated, a scab would form, fall off, and what 

was left behind was a small scar roughly the size 

of a nickel. And that’s how you’d know that the 

vaccination took.”                  

Fake and Forged Vaccine Certificates       

Partly because the vaccination process was so 

brutal, and partly because anti-vaccination 

crusaders exaggerated the risk of contracting 

tetanus or syphilis through the vaccine, there 

were plenty of people who tried to avoid 

vaccination by any means necessary. The most 

common tactic was to buy a fake vaccination 

certificate.        Even as late as 1904, an article in 

The New York Times headlined   “Vaccination 

Certificate Frauds” reports on “an extensive 

traffic in worthless certificates of sufficient 

vaccination by east side physicians” perpetrating 

a “petty swindle on the poor, ignorant and 

credulous”.  ”With all public schools requiring 

proof of vaccination, anti-vaccination leagues 

circulated names of doctors who would sign a 

piece of paper saying that a child was medically 

“unfit” for vaccination. If parents didn’t want to 

 Groups Contact continued 
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 Groups Contact continued 

pay the doctor, they forged the medical certificate 

themselves 

The Scar as the passport 

           

Health officer inspecting people for smallpox 

vaccination scars, Newark, New Jersey, 1931. 

Bettmann Archive/Getty Images 

In the overcrowded tenement districts of cities 

like New York and Boston, where smallpox 

spread with deadly speed, health officials 

enlisted policemen to help enforce vaccination 

orders, sometimes physically restraining 

uncooperative citizens. Frustrated with the 

widespread resistance to vaccination, these 

vaccine squads began to ignore certificates 

altogether and go right to the source. “Because 

certificates could be so easily forged, they’d 

insist on seeing the vaccine scar,” says Willrich. 

“Vaccine scars readily served as a physical form 

of certification.” In 1901, respected physician Dr. 

James Hyde, of the Rush Medical College in 

Chicago, wrote an editorial urging public health 

officials to do everything in their power to 

eradicate smallpox and proposed using the 

vaccination scar itself as the sole entry ticket or 

“passport” to civic life in America. As late as 

1921, when Kansas City suffered a smallpox 

outbreak, a local newspaper reported that “‘Show 

a scar’ has been officially adopted as the 

passwords to lodges and other meetings.” 

Anti-vaccination sentiments never went away 

entirely, though, and some Americans even took 

to forging their vaccination scars. They did it by 

painfully exposing a patch of skin to nitric acid to 

produce the same nickel-sized scab. 

Over 200 years of vaccination 1750 - 2025 

1700s 

1774  Benjamin Jesty, a farmer from Devon, 

inoculates his family against smallpox using 

cowpox material (UK). 

1796  British doctor Edward Jenner uses material 

taken from cowpox lesions to create the  first 

smallpox vaccine and two years later publishes 

his first work describing smallpox vaccines (UK) 

1800s 

1836  English doctor Edward Ballard introduces 

a more potent smallpox vaccination (UK) 

1853  Introduction of compulsory smallpox 

vaccination for babies in England (UK) 

1879  Louis Pasteur develops the first bacterial 

vaccine against cholera (France) 

1891  English physician S. Monkton Copeman 

uses glycerine as a germicide in vaccines to 

increase safety (UK) 

1896  Almroth Wright introduces a typhoid 

vaccine for troops (UK) 

 

 

 

 

 

1900s 

1923  Alexander Glenny and Barbara Hopkins 

develop a new type of diphtheria vaccine (UK) 

1933  Scientists at the Medical Research Council 

develop a new flu vaccine, first used to protect 

soldiers in World War II (UK) 

1947  Global influenza surveillance program 

established (UK) 

1958  Sam Katz tests the first measles vaccine 

(USA) 

1986   First vaccine produced by genetic 

engineering techniques approved for hepatitis B 

(Chile/USA) 

1988  MMR vaccination rolled out across the UK 

2000s 

2002    Polio eliminated from Europe 

2006 First vaccine approved for human 

papillomavirus, which causes a range of cancers 

2015 Programme to vaccinate all newborn 

babies against meningitis B starts in the UK 

2019  First Over 200 years of vaccination 1750 - 

2025 

Janet Joy 
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 Groups Contact continued 

History 2 

It is the 200th anniversary this month of 

Napoleon Bonaparte’s death. 

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) is considered 

to be one of history's greatest military leaders. 

He rose to prominence during the French 

Revolution (1787–99) and served as Emperor of 

France from 1804 to 1814, and again in 1815. 

Napoleon is remembered today for his role in the 

Napoleonic Wars (1803–15), and his defeat at 

the battle of Waterloo on 18 June 1815. But how 

much do you know about him? 

Napoleon Bonaparte was born on 15 August 

1769, in Corsica. 

Over the course of his short but eventful life he 

fought 60 battles and lost only seven. For any 

General, of any age, this was an extraordinary 

record. 

By 1811 Napoleon Bonaparte ruled 70 million 

people and dominated Europe, until four years 

later when his dynastic, political, imperial and 

military dreams were shattered  

The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars cost a 

total of around 3 million military and 1 million 

civilian deaths, of whom 1.4 million were French. 

The showdown at Waterloo was delayed due to 

rain.  On the morning of 18 June, Napoleon 

delayed the start of battle as he waited for the 

ground to harden after the downpour of the 

previous day. This, he believed, would make it 

easier to reposition his artillery, and would allow 

better conditions for cavalry movements.  

Only a third of Wellington’s army was British. 

Most were from the German states with some 

units from the Netherlands. 

Waterloo was the battle that finally and decisively 

ended the ambition of the French 

Emperor Napoleon to dominate Europe and 

shaped the continent during a hundred years of 

relative peace until 1914. It brought to an end a 

terrible war that had raged on and off for more 

than 20 years. 

France had decisively lost the struggle for global 

mastery, and a victorious Britain went on to build 

the largest empire the world has ever seen.  

Napoleon is often portrayed as compensating for 

his lack of stature with comically large hats and 

boots.  To set the record straight, Napoleon 

wasn’t short. although he would probably have 

looked diminutive standing next to someone like 

the Duke of Wellington. This misunderstanding 

arose because French measurements were 

different to British ones 

Napoleon made sure his coronation as Emperor 

was immortalised in oil paintings, and both he 

and his wife, Josephine, commissioned regal 

portraits of themselves in their splendid imperial 

robes  

The recent publication of 33,000 of his letters – 

he averaged 15 a day when in power – shows 

how no detail about his empire was too minute 

for his restless, questing energy. 

He died, in British custody, on the island of St 

Helena, from stomach cancer, on 5 May 1821 at 

the age of 51, lying in an iron camp bed that 

reminded him of how he once conquered 

Europe. 

The isle of St Helena, 4,500 miles from England 

and 1,200 miles from West Africa, was once 

described as being the place “further away from 

anywhere else in all the world” 

This article first appeared in the September 2013 

issue of BBC History Magazine 

Janet Joy 

 

      

 

 

 Battle of Waterloo 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Shakespeare Group 

Well, Shakespeare and the U3A have put a 

girdle around the globe!  

The group leader from the U3A Shakespeare 

Group in Tauranga, New Zealand, has been in 

touch. His name is Paul Chapman, formerly from 

Spalding, Lincs. Like many of us in our group, 

Shakespeare only got to him in later life. We 

have exchanged a few emails. 

Admittedly, his main reason for contacting us 

was to tell us about a book he has written. The 

book's title is 'Secret Will: How People, Events 

and a Dancing Horse Inspired Shakespeare', and 

it is available to order both as an e-book and a 

426-page paperback from amazon.co.uk. or 

bookdepository.com. 

It is clearly a labour of love. I have had a look at 

it, and members might well find it interesting. It is 

aimed at the general reader and looks a good 

read. 

Robin Short 

 

Golf 

We are now able to play golf as a group again 

so, on Monday 10th May, we met at Morley 

Hayes and a good time was had by all.  A couple 

of members were missing but hopefully next 

month they will be able to make it. On the day we 

had some very good scores from all players. I 

think everybody has been practising in the 

garden. 

Peter Winfield 

 

 

Calligraphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June at the seaside is by Jenny and is a lovely 

example of Sharpened Italic calligraphy, 

accompanied by a scene we are all looking 

forward to seeing in actual life.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Bee Facts', also by Jenny, is done in Cursive 

Handwriting with a beautiful, decorative bee and 

flower design. 

Linda McKay 

 

Table Tennis 

Regarding table tennis, I have been in touch with 

Rutland Sports Park and they are down to one 

table at the moment.  I, therefore, need to know 

how many group members are interested in 

continuing.  I am  waiting for a call from the 

manager, so hopefully there will be more news in 

the not too distant future. 

Peter Winfield 
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Quilting and Patchwork 

Some of us have now reached the stage of 
framing and sashing with our blocks of 
patchwork.  The black material around these two  
blocks forms the frame.  It can be different widths 
so that each block ends up the same size. The 
white strips are going to be the sashing.  
(Freddie the badger doesn’t yet have any clothes 
but I am hopeful that he will be kitted out for 
gardening by next month!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Val’s photo, three of the blocks are framed in 
green.  The other three show the sashing 
completed in white with green corners. 

 

Christine’s photo shows her last few blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Whittaker 

 

By Jenny 

By Val 

By Christine 

Garden Group Seeks New Leader/

Leaders 

Looking ahead to when we can resume 

our group meetings again Barbara Bailey 

and I would like to step down from leading 

the Garden Group.  We would like 

someone to take over the reins of a group 

that enjoys talks, visits and cups of tea. 

Pre-Covid we were a strong group with 

regular members meeting at Ilkeston Fire 

Station on the last Friday of the month. I 

do hope that the group will be able to 

continue. Barbara and I will be happy to 

meet up with any interested person/

persons looking to take on the job. 

Anne Wood 

woodanne8@aol.com 
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What you wanted to share 

 

The Calm before the Storm 
 

Damp beads of sweat 

Sprinkle my tight fevered brow, 

No air to relieve the oppression. 

 

Thick louring clouds 

Suspended low in the sky, 

Mushrooming over the land 

Like huge grey umbrellas 

Fringed with blue. 

 

Late evening sun 

Forced through ragged rents 

Tingeing the rooftops 

With hues of gold, 

Painting the treetops 

An eerie, iridescent green. 

 

Expectancy!  Suspense! 

 

Anticipation!  Uneasy stillness! 

 

The Calm before the Storm!! 

 

By Janet Reeve 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Storm at the Abbey 
 

The natural world around us 

New and clean, 

Washed by God’s purifying tears, 

Tears sent to cleanse, refresh, renew 

Our sense of wonder in His Creation. 

 

Towering Abbey walls, washed and gleaming, 

Delicate, softened colours 

Visible through the porous wetness 

Of the ancient mellowed stone. 

 

Raindrops dripping from glistening tree, 

Glinting like jewels caught in the sunlight 

Pushing its way through the ragged rents 

In angry, windswept clouds. 

 

Glossy colour-enhanced petals 

Throwing watery reflections 

Into rippling, shimmering puddles, 

Their impressionistic colours dancing 

And merging with our own blurry images 

As we gaze in undisguised wonder. 

 

What joy to witness this manifestation, 

This demonstration, this expression 

Of God’s power 

In Nature!  

 

By Janet Reeve 

    

 A True Story 

 

 "Here's a little adventure I had recently: I went to 
the hairdresser's at long last.  While there, with all 
my foils in and an overall around me, I needed the 
loo . . .  Guess who had to be rescued by a load of 
lovely firemen when she couldn't get out of the 
loo!!  

  Lillian Walker 
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What you wanted to share 

 

No Way Out 

 

By Janet Reeve 

 

The conclusion of the story begun in the April 2021 Newsletter 

 

We left Claire and Matthew to their fate with no way out of the underground bunker. 

Down there in the dark, dank, menacing blackness air quickly began to run out.  Finding no way of 

escape, other than the sealed door, they both fell unconscious and died entwined in one another’s arms. 

Claire had been reported missing by her family, but no-one knew where to search for her.  Friends 

thought maybe she had done a runner after the robbery—gone abroad to avoid detection. 

After searching for the paintings for many months, the police gave up the hunt and closed the case until 

such time as they might come to light. 

~~~~~ 

 

Several years later, the site of the derelict house was sold to a property developer who decided the 

building was too far gone to renovate. He would bulldoze it to the ground, clear the area, and build an 

expensive gated estate there. 

Over the years the bunker had become completely overgrown and was no longer visible among the 

dense vegetation. 

While clearing the site the machinery ground to a shuddering halt after hitting something solid. After then 

clearing the immediate area by hand the bunker was found.  With great difficulty and many choice words 

and brute force the workmen broke down the solid steel door, and on entering were shocked into silence 

by what confronted them: two bodies, now skeletal, entwined as one. 

The police were called, and painstakingly removing the bodies from their “tomb”, discovered the paintings 

carefully wrapped and still in good condition in this sealed environment. 

DNA tests and dental records confirmed the identities of the victims. 

The case concerning the stolen paintings was re-opened and they were returned to their rightful owners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End 
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What you wanted to share 

 

Swans at Osborne Pond, Shipley Park 

I’ve been watching the swans on a regular basis since they starting nesting on the pond, and took photos 

of them from eggs to cygnets.  They had eight eggs in their nest and now have six beautiful cygnets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Widdowson  

 

Having a drink Spot the thief collecting 

for her own nest 

Together at last A happy family day out 

Starting out 



Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 13 

 

What you wanted to share 

 

A Short story  

by AR 

 

Ellie was fidgeting, because it was almost time to close her café in the 

small seaside town of Sheldon-on- Sea and there were still customers, 

chatting happily whilst finishing their drinks. The café had been 

exceptionally busy today, the main topic of conversation was the young 

girls’ body, found late last night in the sand dunes. She had been 

strangled and it seemed as if everyone wanted to give their version as to 

what had happened to the unfortunate teenager who had been working the season at the nearby 

Amusement park, before returning to University for the start of the Autumn term. Her smiling 

face, on the police posters, looked familiar but Ellie couldn’t remember where she had seen her 

before and assumed maybe she had been into the café at sometime during the busy summer 

season. 

Normally, Ellie was always happy to keep open a little after closing time but tonight was very 

different. She was desperate to get home before her husband Mike left for his annual golfing 

weekend. Last night, they had had a silly quarrel, all about something and nothing, but unusually 

for them the air had remained frosty when Ellie left for the café early this morning.  

The summer was almost over and the nights were starting to draw in, the afternoon sun was 

weak and watery, but there were still plenty of tourists coming to enjoy these last few weeks of 

the holiday season.  

The sea was looking particularly angry today, wind was whipping up the white capped waves 

into a frenzy. The air was heavy and oppressive, the clouds gathered on the horizon looked dark 

and menacing and it was almost a certainty there would be a storm before the day was over. 

Finally, the last customer left, Ellie quickly locked up, unusually leaving a few bits of cleaning for 

the morning, shouting ‘Goodnight’ to Barry the bookshop owner next door. She jumped in her 

car and started the journey home, deciding to go by the unlit coastal road, because it was so 

much quicker than going through the town and the busy main road, completely forgetting about 

the imminent storm brewing. 

As Ellie turned onto the unlit coastal road, leaving the bright lights of the town behind her it 

started to rain, steady at first, then torrential and as gusts of wind buffeted her car Ellie 

questioned her decision not to keep to the main road, but it was too late to turn back on the 

narrow track and soon she would be home. 

At first, Ellie didn’t notice the dark coloured van following her on the narrow twisting road, she 

was far too busy with her thoughts wandering between the smiling face of the young girl on the 

poster and last night’s silly quarrel with Mike. It was the sudden flash of lightening, followed by 

the loud crack of thunder that brought her back to reality.  

That was the moment Ellie noticed the blazing headlights in the car’s rear-view mirror, conscious 

she was not alone on the lonely road she gradually increased her speed, only to realise the 
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other vehicle had done the same. Ellie tried to tell herself not to be silly, most of the locals use 

this shortcut between the town and the local housing estate when the roads in town were busy 

with the summer visitors.  

Passing the deserted farm buildings, Ellie knew she was not far from home and soon she would 

be able to see the lights of their bungalow, knowing, if the lights were on, Mike would still be 

there waiting for her.  

As she turned the final bend in the road, Ellie’s heart sank, in the distance she could see the 

bungalow was in almost complete darkness, the light on the front porch was lit and she knew 

there would be no one in the house to greet her.  How she longed to see Mike, be reassured 

everything was all right, feeling the comfort of his warm strong arms around her slender body. 

Ellie felt so uneasy as she pulled onto the drive, the headlights had been slowly catching up with 

her and grabbing her bags she ran towards the front door, frantically searching in her handbag 

for the door key.  

Where were her keys? 

The keys were always in the front pocket of her handbag, panicking Ellie 

searched again, and again—had they been taken from her bag in the Café?   

No, no!  They must be here, they had to be here. They were always here. 

In her blind panic Ellie hadn’t noticed the van, lights out, had pulled onto the drive, until she 

heard and recognised Barry’s familiar voice, shouting, telling her she had dropped her keys 

when leaving the café. No, she knew that was impossible, she always kept her keys in the 

zipped pocket of her handbag, only ever needing to use them when Mike was not at home. 

Terror, fear and panic gripped Ellie and it was in that moment, in a sudden flash of realisation, 

Ellie remembered; the young girl had been a frequent visitor to Barry’s Bookshop.  

Terrified she turned around, very, very slowly, seeing Barry’s hard steely blue eyes staring at 

her, the feel of his cold clammy hands closing around her slender neck squeezing hard, and as 

the last breath of air left her lungs her lifeless body slid slowly onto the cold, wet unforgiving 

ground. 

 

The end 
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Anagrams—London 

 

Solution on p. 19 

  ANAGRAM 
NO OF 

WORDS 
ANSWER 

1 CRAVEN TONGED 2   

2 CAPTAIN LONG KNEES 2   

3 GRAND WEEKS 2   

4 TRUCK STAY 2   

5 FROWNED NO LOOT 3   

6 STALLS PARACHUTED 3   

7 MONUMENTAL SPORTS ROUND 3   

8 BITTER NEW EMBASSY 2   

9 A FAR LARGER SQUAT 2   

10 BE ALTOGETHER 2   

11 DEBIT GROWER 2   

12 ANGELICA HUMPBACK 2   

13 RASH ROD 1   

14 CURLY ACIDIC CLIPS 2   

15 ASCOT RULER 2   

16 BREECHES MIMIC SUNSUIT 3   

17 FEEDS GIRLS 1   

18 NEON YODEL 2   

19 EBBING 2   

20 TEAM BUYS MILDEW 2   

21 ASSUMED AS DATUM 2   

22 HERCULES CANOE 2   

23 LOCATE PATIENT 2   

24 TWO FORFEIT COPSE 2   

25 SHAMEFUL OPERATIONS 3   

26 GENTS PARKER 2   

27 SHRED HAT 2   

28 AMEND OTTER 2   

29 HAD PERKY 2   

30 AROUSE LOOPY HARE 3   

31 ALBERTS GLEAMING KIT 2   

32 CARTOON THUMP 2   

33 ASSET ROUTE 2   

34 LOAD ALMOND LUPIN 2   

35 LUMBERING MIDLINE 2   

36 ELM HALT 2   
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Split Words—Television Programmes 

 
Solution on p.20 
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Word Search—Islands 

 

 

 

 Solutions on p. 21 
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More Puzzles 

 

Solutions on p. 22 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

 

Normal word square rules apply 
All word must include the shaded letter. 
 Can you find the nine letter word? 
 

There is one nine letter word  
Approx. 2 X 7 letter words - 9 x 6 letter words - 9 x 5 letter words – 10 x 4 letter words. 

O X I 

P C E 

E T N 

N 

M 

V 
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Solutions—Anagrams—London 

                       

  
ANAGRAM 

NO OF 
WORDS 

ANSWER 

1 CRAVEN TONGED 2 COVENT GARDEN 

2 CAPTAIN LONG KNEES 2 KENSINGTON PALACE 

3 GRAND WEEKS 2 KEW GARDENS 

4 TRUCK STAY 2 CUTTY SARK 

5 FROWNED NO LOOT 3 TOWER OF LONDON 

6 STALLS PARACHUTED 3 ST PAULS CATHEDRAL 

7 MONUMENTAL SPORTS ROUND 3 LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM 

8 BITTER NEW EMBASSY 2 WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

9 A FAR LARGER SQUAT 2 TRAFALGAR SQUARE 

10 BE ALTOGETHER 2 GLOBE THEATRE 

11 DEBIT GROWER 2 TOWER BRIDGE 

12 ANGELICA HUMPBACK 2 BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

13 RASH ROD 1 HARRODS 

14 CURLY ACIDIC CLIPS 2 PICCADILLY CIRCUS 

15 ASCOT RULER 2 EARLS COURT 

16 BREECHES MIMIC SUNSUIT 3 BRITISH SCIENCE MUSEUM 

17 FEEDS GIRLS 1 SELFRIDGES 

18 NEON YODEL 2 LONDON EYE 

19 EBBING 2 BIG BEN 

20 TEAM BUYS MILDEW 2 WEMBLEY STADIUM 

21 ASSUMED AS DATUM 2 MADAME TUSSAUDS 

22 HERCULES CANOE 2 CLARENCE HOUSE 

23 LOCATE PATIENT 2 PETTICOAT LANE 

24 TWO FORFEIT COPSE 2 POST OFFICE TOWER 

25 SHAMEFUL OPERATIONS 3 HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 

26 GENTS PARKER 2 REGENTS PARK 

27 SHRED HAT 2 THE SHARD 

28 AMEND OTTER 2 TATE MODERN 

29 HAD PERKY 2 HYDE PARK 

30 AROUSE LOOPY HARE 3 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 

31 ALBERTS GLEAMING KIT 2 BILLINGSGATE MARKET 

32 CARTOON THUMP 2 HAMPTON COURT 

33 ASSET ROUTE 2 EROS STATUE 

34 LOAD ALMOND LUPIN 2 LONDON PALLADIUM 

35 LUMBERING MIDLINE 2 MILLENNIUM BRIDGE 

36 ELM HALT 2 THE MALL 
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Solutions—Split Words—TV Programmes 
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Solutions—Word Search—Islands 
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More Puzzle Solutions 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

Solution 
 
9 Letter word:   EXCEPTION 
7 Letter words:  ENTOPIC, POTENCE,  
6 Letter words ENTICE, EXCEPT, EXCITE, EXOTIC, EXPECT, INCEPT,    NOTICE,  
 PECTIN, POETIC. 
5 Letter words NIECE, OPTIC, PENCE, PICOT, PIECE, PONCE, TONIC,   TOPIC, TOXIC. 
4 Letter words CENT, CINE, CITE, COIN, CONE, COPE, EPIC, ICON,     NICE, ONCE. 


