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IMPORTANT 
 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the 

implementation of social distancing, all U3A 

meetings are suspended until further notice. 

ILKESTON                                       NEWS 
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Letter from the Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello Members, 
 
Its April already and difficult to believe how quickly the time is passing, but isn’t it nice to 
have been able to welcome the Spring by putting the clocks forward?  Let’s hope the hail 
storm the other night said goodbye to the winter weather and now, hopefully, it will be 
sunshine all the way. 

Most Members will have had or started the process of the Covid vaccinations and with the 
slight easing of some of the lockdown restrictions, hopefully we can begin to feel a little 
more confident to venture out and meet a few friends and relatives, albeit outside and in 
very small groups.  

Although we are working towards the time when the Interest Groups are able to open, I am 
very concerned with the groups which operate within our Members’ homes. Many of the 
activities may not successfully transfer outside into the garden and it is possible some 
Group Leaders and Members, quite understandably, may not feel comfortable opening their 
homes and gardens. Under these circumstances, I have been looking into alternative 
arrangements and think I may have found a solution with the room at the Church of Christ. 
Please let me know if you have any reservations or concerns with meetings and I will do my 
best to try to help solve the problem. 

There is no change for allowing meetings in the Arena, a much bigger venue and subject to 
the stricter rules on larger visitor numbers. The Fire Station Administration team will be in 
contact with us once our meetings can commence in the Ilkeston Community Room.  

The Committee held their first meeting after the AGM in March and with only having the 
minimum seven members on the new Committee, there is only the sufficient number to run 
a quorate meeting, so please contact me if you are able to help fill some of the vacant roles 
on your new Committee. 

On a sincere and personal note, I want to thank all the Members and Committee of Ilkeston 
u3a, for their continued support and encouragement during the past year, and to assure 
you, once it is safe and legal, that my main priority is to restart our monthly Open Meetings 
and Interest groups. 

The Committee would like to make our tenth anniversary in December a very special and 
memorable event and we are still looking for suggestions from you, the Members, for ideas 
in the way you would like to celebrate this milestone in our u3a. 

Hoping your Easter is extra bright and happy this year. 

Please keep safe and take care 

Kind regards 

Ann Riley  

Chair  
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Ilkeston u3a 2021 AGM 2
nd

 March 2021 

Voting Paper results 

 
 

 

Electronic votes   84 
Postal votes  29 
Total number of votes  113 = 50% of Membership vote 
 
Response to AOB questions/comments: 
 

Will limited meetings be allowed as restrictions are lifted? 
 

Yes, the Committee have been working towards restarting our meetings, as soon as we are 
legally and safely allowed, to hold meetings within the local and government guidelines  
 
Committee Members for 2021 

Ann Riley    Chair       
John Stocks   Business Secretary  
Val Buxton  Treasurer    
Marian Stopper  Membership Secretary     
Maggie Williams       Minute Secretary 
Joanne Feneley   
Louise Andrews  
 
On behalf of the Committee members above ‘Thankyou’ to all Members of Ilkeston u3a who 
voted at the 2021 AGM, for your support and encouragement. 
 
Ann Riley 
Chair, Ilkeston u3a. 

 

 

 

Decisions  Analysis of 

Votes 

  

 Yes No Blank 

Minutes of the 2020 AGM are a true record - AGREED 

Minutes of the AGM held 3rd March 2020 - APPROVED 

Trustee Reports – APPROVED 

Accounts and Independent examiner’s report 2020–APPROVED 

Appointment of KEVIN DILKS as Independent Examiner for the 
2021 Accounts - APPROVED 

In the absence of an Ilkeston u3a Member standing for Chair Re 

Election of Ann Riley as 2021 Chair – AGREED 

Election of Committee members – AGREED see below 

Include Postal / Electronic Votes in Ilkeston u3a Constitution – 

APPROVED 

AOB?    See analysis below 
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Trustee Newsletter—March 2021 

 

 

 

 

Regional Conference 

You will not be surprised that our Conference has had to postponed yet again. Clearly we are not able to 

gather together on May 5th, as we had hoped. The new date is September 29th. 

U3a Day 

U3a Day will be held on Wednesday June 2nd, in whatever way is possible. I know that some of you have 

attended the workshops that have been provided, where many inspiring ideas were shared. For those of 

you who think that the date is too soon, and are planning an event later in the year, I would ask that you 

use 2nd June to publicise your future plans.  

Member Link 

My support team and I have begun to contact u3as. I have to say that it is a very enjoyable experience to 

speak to enthusiastic Chairs about what they are doing. So many of you have been working incredibly 

hard through this difficult time to keep your members involved and engaged. Ideas are being shared at 

Network meetings and support offered for any u3a committees that are struggling. 

I do not think that life will ever return to being exactly how it was before Covid 19 hit us a year ago. We 

need to consider how our organisation could adapt, so as to encourage younger members and to 

manage groups and meetings in inclusive ways. 

Slow Ways project 

The aim of this is to use footpaths to create routes between communities. Last year thousands of routes 

were recorded and it is hoped that they will be tested out as soon as possible. The Third Age Trust is in 

discussions about working with the project but, in the meantime there is nothing to stop anyone signing 

up to the project to be kept informed and to get involved. Just go to their website – or see the information 

in the recent national newsletter about forthcoming webinars. 

Membership renewal and annual subscriptions 

Many u3as have made the decision to reduce their membership subscriptions this year, and to use their 

reserves to keep going. As you know, the annual subscription to TAT will be based on your membership 

on March 31st this year so, even if you have agreed to no charge it is well worth you going through a 

renewal process, so that you have an accurate figure. If your renewal date is 1st April and you expect 

your membership to fall at that time, do contact the Trust, so that a fair amount can be agreed. (If you 

email it will be sent to the correct person) 

Finance Advice 

Richard Teare, the national Treasurer, is offering virtual ‘Question and Answer ‘sessions. He has just 

held one in the north east that proved very popular. I think this is something that would be worth 

providing on a regional basis, and will let you know when I have a date. 

AGMs & Constitution 

I know that many u3as are changing their Constitution to allow for future virtual or hybrid AGMs. There is 

now a new model Constitution available on the website, which includes the relevant clauses. 

 



Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 5 

 

 

Public Liability Insurance 

Some eagle eyed committee members have spotted that one of the excesses in the new policy has 

increased to £5,000 and were understandably concerned. In fact, there is nothing to worry about. Here is 

the information from Tony Carlisle, who deals with insurance matters for the Trust. 

“Under the Management Liability policy the excess has changed from £1,000 to £5,000 for 2021 BUT 

only for the Corporate Legal Liability section of the policy. The section of the policy which affords cover 

for individuals is unaltered from 2020 and does not have an excess at all. The insurance market for 

Management Liability policies is in complete turmoil at the moment as management for many 

organisations, charities and businesses, struggle to deal with the implications of Covid 19. The decision 

by Aviva to increase the Corporate Legal Liability excess applies to all of their customers and is not U3A 

specific and is in line with general market trend.  The vast majority of U3A’s, as unincorporated 

associations, are completely unaffected by this change.” 

Network Week 

A week celebrating all things Network related is being planned for June 14 -18th. Please watch out for 

information about it and, if you have any good ideas about the sort of events or activities to be included, 

do let me know. 

I can be contacted on: jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk    or phone: 0744 322 1688 

 

Jean Hogg     Trustee East Midlands                                                                                                                 

The Third Age Trust 

Tel: 0208 466 6139                www.u3a.org.uk 

156 Blackfriars Road, London, SE1 8EN 

Registered Charity: 288007    Registered Company: 1759471     
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History 1 

Final extracts from Ilkeston Borough 

Council Brochure 1974. 

Libraries  

The first attempt to establish a public library 

service in Ilkeston was made in 1879 when a 

public meeting was held, at which the local Board 

was to be asked to adopt the Public Library Acts. 

The proposal was defeated and the same fate 

met a further attempt, this time by a motion to the 

Borough Council, in 1889. Two years later a 

proposal to use the Old Harrow Inn as a library 

fell through and it was not until 1901 that the 

Council opened a temporary library in the disused 

British Schools in Bath Street. At the same time 

the Member of Parliament for Ilkeston, Sir Walter 

Foster, approached the millionaire, Andrew 

Carnegie, to ask him to provide a permanent 

building for the town. Eventually, the present 

Public Library in the Market Place was built at 

Carnegie's expense as a gift to Ilkeston. It was 

opened on 24th August 1904 by the Marquis of 

Granby, acting on behalf of his father the Duke of 

Rutland who was unfortunately ill. At a ceremony 

in the Town Hall afterwards, both the Duke of 

Rutland and Sir Walter Foster were presented 

with the Freedom of the Borough and a similar 

honour was later conferred upon Andrew 

Carnegie. Use of the library grew steadily, school 

libraries soon being established and a junior 

section opened. Separate reference and Junior 

libraries were provided in 1930 and, as the use of 

the library continued to grow, a complete 

reorganisation of the premises became 

necessary. The Golden Jubilee alterations in 

1954 extended the Adult Lending Library and a 

few years later both the junior and reference 

library were modernised. The latter department 

was again developed in 1970, this time by an 

extension which doubled both its seating and 

shelving capacity.  

Swimming Baths 

Almost as soon as the Borough Council came into 

being, Its members began agitating for the 

provision of swimming baths. Sites were found 

and rejected in both Queens Street and Pimlico. 

There was, however, a small disused reservoir 

referred to as "the old tank excavation" behind the 

Town Hall and it was found possible to convert 

this into a swimming pool. The Victoria Baths 

were opened in August 1921 and the slipper 

baths were provided later. A subsequent proposal 

to build a roof over the pool came to nothing and 

a scheme for new baths in 1938 suffered the 

same fate because of the war. 

It was not long before the Council began again to 

consider how inadequate the facilities were in 

Wharncliffe Road, and some allotments in Manor 

Road were purchased as a site for the new baths. 

Work finally started on 3rd November 1969, and 

the Ilkeston Swimming Pools were officially 

opened to the public by the Member of Parliament 

for Ilkeston, Mr Raymond Fletcher, in April 1972. 

(I'm sure there are many people around who, like 

myself, used the open-air Victoria baths which 

were fine on a summer’s day, but so bleak and 

cold in the winter months. The goose pimples re-

emerge just thinking about it). 

Housing 

At the end of the first world war, The Council 

began to consider whether municipally owned 

houses could help to reduce the shortage of 

homes. In 1919 all those who were interested in 

becoming tenants were asked to notify the Town 

Clerk, and sufficient requests were received to 

satisfy the Borough Council that there was a real 

need. The first of the housing schemes was put in 

hand and 100 houses were erected, some of 

them near the Peacock Inn at Cotmanhay and the 

remainder in the Inglefield Road area. The first 

tenants moved in during 1921. Within the next few 

years, additional estates were built off Nottingham 

Road and in the Queens Drive area. The Rutland 

Estate, off Heanor Road, was completed in 1933. 

During the next few years, many sub-standard 

houses in the Borough were demolished. The 

needs of older people were met by the provision 

of bungalows in Stanton Road in 1937 and Green 

Lane Housing Estate was erected the same year. 

In 1938 the Corporation purchased Cotmanhay 

Farm where an estate of 615 dwellings was built 

after the second world war. The first "prefabs" 

were opened in Ebenezer Street in 1946 and 

shortly afterwards plans were put in hand for the 

purchase of land at Kirk Hallam, where 1,101 

houses were built on the south side of, Ladywood 

Road, and 407 on the north side, on the site of 

the former Vine Farm.  

In 1967 new legislation permitted the Authority to 

sell pre-war houses to sitting tenants, and a rent 

 
 Groups Contact  
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rebate scheme was subsequently introduced. The 

"prefabs" were gradually demolished, and at 

Cotmanhay the Hopewell Farm Estate was 

planned, as was the warden scheme at Norman 

Street.  

Market 

Ilkeston's right to hold a 

market and an annual fair is a 

very ancient one, dating back 

to 1252. Until modern times, 

however, the market rights 

were vested in the Lord of the Manor, and in this 

capacity, therefore, the Duke of Rutland could 

claim the market tolls. However, he granted a 

lease of these rights to the Corporation in 1887, 

along with the market land and the Market Hall 

(the Hall had originally been a girl's school and 

was situated near the present War Memorial). 

When the Duke finally sold his Ilkeston Estates in 

1920, the Corporation acquired the market and 

fair rights permanently. They then reconstructed 

the Market Place in 1922. When motor bus 

services began they used the Market Place as 

their terminus from 1924 onwards and a parking 

place was laid out there in 1931. The Saturday 

market and the annual fair are still maintained as 

an important part of the business and recreational 

life of the Borough. 

Cemeteries 

The only burial grounds available in Ilkeston in 

1887 were at St Mary's Church, Cotmanhay 

Parish Church, and the Stanton Road 

cemetery,  These were insufficient for the needs 

of the town, and the Council, therefore, set out to 

find a suitable site for a Municipal Cemetery. 

Having considered and rejected land at 

Cotmanhay near the Brick and Tile Inn, part of 

Pewit land near the Nutbrook Canal was bought 

for the purpose. On further consideration, 

however, it became clear that this area was not 

suitable for health reasons so, after further 

negotiations, a piece of the former glebe land was 

bought near what is now Flamstead Road. The 

nearest road to the site was Park Road and a 

new road was therefore constructed from there to 

the cemetery. It was originally proposed to call 

this new road Cemetery Avenue, but eventually, 

the choice fell on its present name of Park 

Avenue. A photograph (which I have been unable 

to find) taken of the start of the work on the 

cemetery shows all the workman ready to begin 

on the site, about eighty of them with eight horses 

and carts and other equipment. The work 

progressed well and the Park Cemetery was 

officially opened in 1892. The two chapels inside 

the main gate were added in 1911. During the 

period of the cemetery's existence, over 23,000 

people have been laid to rest there (this is 

obviously up to 1974, the date of this brochure). 

Stanton Road cemetery was last used for burials 

in January 1947, and it has now been taken over 

by the Borough Council. 

Gas 

Ilkeston Gas, Light, and Coke 

Company was formed in 1847 with its 

gasworks in Rutland Street. The 

company was bought by the local 

board for £25,000 in 1879 and was 

taken over by the Town Council in 

1887. Expansion was so rapid that by 1901 a new 

engine house and purifier plant became 

necessary and, in 1908 a new retort house and 

carbonizing plant was built. The works was 

sufficient to supply the town until 1936 when it 

became essential to completely reconstruct it in 

order to be able to satisfy the demand for gas. 

The works which produced 176 million cubic feet 

of gas in 1936 was no larger (although partly 

modernized) than the original which produced 

1.75 million cubic feet in 1885--only one-

hundredth of the amount. The new works was 

opened by the Duke of Devonshire in 1937. The 

area of supply was increased to include Kirk 

Hallam and Shipley when the Borough boundary 

was extended. The Corporation remained 

responsible for the town's gas supply until the 

undertaking was nationalised in its 101st 

anniversary year in 1948. The Gas Committee 

had its troubles, especially in the early days. 

There was an explosion in 1887 at the gas-works 

and another in the following year at Bath Street 

Methodist Church. The worst accident was on 8th 

January 1912 when one of the gas-holders 

exploded causing the death of a young girl, 

several minor injuries to other persons, and 

extensive damage. On the lighter side, however, 

was the supply of gas for a balloon ascent in 

1892, for the illuminations on the Town Hall for 

the celebration of Queen Victoria's jubilee in 

1897, and for the future King George V's wedding 

 
Groups Contact continued 
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in 1893. An old ordnance survey map marks "gas 

plugs" all around the Market Place, presumably 

supply points for the benefit of the stallholders. 

Alwyn Holmes 

 

History 2 

March 8th was International Women’s Day 

• celebrate women's achievements 

• raise awareness about women's equality 

• lobby for accelerated gender parity 

• fundraise for female-focused charities 

1908 

Great unrest and critical debate was 

occurring amongst women. 

Women's oppression and inequality 

was spurring women to become 

more vocal and active in 

campaigning for change. Then in 

1908, 15,000 women marched 

through New York City demanding 

shorter hours, better pay and voting rights. 

2021 and beyond 

The world has witnessed a significant change 

and attitudinal shift in both women's and society's 

thoughts about women's equality and eman-

cipation. Many from a younger generation may 

feel that 'all the battles have been won for 

women' while many feminists from the 1970's 

know only too well the longevity and ingrained 

complexity of patriarchy.  

With more women in the boardroom, greater 

equality in legislative rights, and an increased 

critical mass of women's visibility as impressive 

role models in every aspect of life, one could 

think that women have gained true equality.  The 

unfortunate fact is that women are still not paid 

equally to that of their male counterparts, women 

still are not present in equal numbers in business 

or politics, and globally women's education, 

health and the violence against them is worse 

than that of men.  

However, great improvements have been made. 

We do have female astronauts and prime 

ministers, schoolgirls are welcomed into 

university, women can work and have a family, 

and women have real choices.  

So, each year the world inspires women and 

celebrates their achievements. IWD is an official 

holiday in many countries including Afghanistan, 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Burkina Faso, 

Cambodia, China, Cuba, Georgia, Guinea-

Bissau, Eritrea, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, 

Madagascar Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, 

Nepal, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

Uganda, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vietnam and 

Zambia.  

The tradition sees men honouring their mothers, 

wives, girlfriends, colleagues, etc. with flowers 

and small gifts. In some countries IWD has the 

equivalent status of Mother's Day where children 

give small presents to their mothers and 

grandmothers. 

A global web of rich and diverse local activity 

connects women from all around the world 

ranging from political rallies, business 

conferences, government activities and 

networking events through to local women's craft 

markets, theatrical performances, fashion 

parades and more. Many global corporations 

actively support IWD by running their own events 

and campaigns. For example, on March 8 search 

engine and media giant Google often changes 

its Google Doodle on its global search pages to 

honour IWD. Year on year IWD is certainly a 

powerful moment increasing in status. 

Purple, green and white are the colours of 

International Women's Day. Purple signifies 

justice and dignity. Green symbolizes hope. 

White represents purity, albeit a controversial 

concept. 

Do we still need an International Women's Day? 

Yes! There is no place for complacency.  

According to the World Economic Forum, sadly 

none of us will see gender parity in our lifetimes, 

and nor likely will many of our children. Gender 

parity will not be attained for almost a century.  

Information was obtained from  

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/About 

Janet Joy 

 Groups Contact continued 

Marked annually on 

March 8th, International 

Women’s Day (IWD) is 

one of the most 

important days of the 

year to: 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Science for All 

What is your favourite animal? 

I am an animal lover and 

elephants have always 

impressed me so I seek out 

related articles and I would like 

to share this one with you which 

I found on a “Ted Talk”. 

It's a common saying that elephants never 

forget, but these magnificent animals are more than 

giant walking hard drives. The more we learn about 

elephants, the more it appears that their impressive 

memory is only one aspect of an incredible 

intelligence that makes them some of the most 

social, creative, and benevolent creatures on Earth.  

Unlike many proverbs, the one about elephant 

memory is scientifically accurate. Elephants know 

every member in their herd and are able to 

recognize as many as 30 companions by sight or 

smell. This is a great help when migrating or  

encountering other potentially hostile elephants. 

They also remember and distinguish particular cues 

that signal danger and can recall important locations 

long after their last visit. But it's the memories 

unrelated to survival that are the most 

fascinating. Elephants remember not only their herd 

companions but other creatures who have made a 

strong impression on them. In one case, two circus 

elephants that had briefly performed 

together rejoiced when crossing paths 23 years 

later. This recognition isn't limited to others of their 

species. Elephants have also recognized humans 

they've bonded with after decades apart.  

All of this shows that elephant memory goes beyond 

responses to stimuli.  Looking inside their heads, we 

can see why. The elephant boasts the largest brain 

of any land mammal.  It is the hippocampus, 

strongly associated with emotion, that aids 

recollection by encoding important experiences into 

long-term memories. The ability to distinguish this 

importance makes elephant memory a complex and 

adaptable faculty beyond rote memorization. It's 

what allows elephants who survived a drought in 

their youth to recognize its warning signs in 

adulthood, which is why clans with  older matriarchs 

have higher survival rates. Unfortunately, it's also 

what makes elephants one of the few non-human 

animals to suffer from post-traumatic stress 

disorder. The cerebral cortex, on the other hand, 

enables problem solving, which elephants display in 

many creative ways. They also tackle problems 

cooperatively, sometimes even outwitting the 

researchers and manipulating their partners. And 

they've grasped basic arithmetic, keeping track of 

the relative amounts of fruit in two baskets after 

multiple changes. 

The rare combination of memory and problem 

solving can explain some of elephants' most clever 

behaviours, but it doesn't explain some of the things 

we're just beginning to learn about their mental 

lives. Elephants communicate using everything from 

body signals and vocalizations, to infrasound 

rumbles that can be heard kilometres away. And 

their understanding of syntax suggests that they 

have their own language and grammar. This sense 

of language may even go beyond simple 

communication. Elephants create art by carefully 

choosing and combining different colours and 

elements. They can also recognize twelve distinct 

tones of music and recreate melodies.  

But perhaps the most amazing thing about 

elephants is a capacity even more important than 

cleverness: their sense of empathy, altruism, and 

justice. Elephants are the only non-human animals 

to mourn their dead, performing burial rituals and 

returning to visit graves. They have shown concern 

for other species, as well. One working elephant 

refused to set a log down into a hole where a dog 

was sleeping, while elephants encountering injured 

humans have sometimes stood guard and gently 

comforted them with their trunk. On the other hand, 

elephant attacks on human villages have usually 

occurred right after massive poachings or 

cullings, suggesting deliberate revenge.  

When we consider all this evidence, along with the 

fact that elephants are one of the few species who 

can recognize themselves in a mirror, it's hard to 

escape the conclusion that they are conscious, 

intelligent, and emotional beings. Unfortunately, 

humanity's treatment of elephants does not reflect 

this, as they continue to suffer from habitat 

destruction in Asia, ivory poaching in Africa, and 

mistreatment in captivity worldwide.  Given what we 

now know about elephants and what they continue 

to teach us about animal intelligence, it is more 

important than ever to ensure that what the English 

poet John Donne described as "nature's great 

masterpiece" does not vanish from the world's 

canvas.     
Janet Joy 
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 Groups Contact continued 

Patchwork and Quilting 

Here are some photos of blocks that we have done for this month. To be fair, some of us have done more 
than these as we are trying to make bigger quilts. Wanda is at her daughter’s so she only had the block 
she had made last but she did have a selection of the lovely felt birds she has made. 

We have already started on the next set of blocks and at our next meeting we are going to discuss 
sashing and borders. We hope to have photos of the finished quilts soon, or at least some in construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Whittaker 

Terri 

Wendy Christine 

——— Wanda ——

Anne 

Jenny 

Val 

Barbara 
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Groups Contact continued 

Calligraphy 

A verse by William Wordsworth alongside a Celtic 

daffodil, based on a design by Celtic Calligrapher, 

Kerry Richardson. 

 

Linda McKay 

 

 

 

Craft 

Hello to all Craft group members. As the rules are 

changing and the weather, hopefully, improving we 

may be able to restart our meetings on Victoria 

Park. I hope Val will be contacting you in the near 

future to see if there is any interest. In the mean-

time keep well and if you would like to contact me 

please get in touch. 

Barbara Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Deb 

 

 

Do we have any heraldry experts in Ilkeston 

U3A?  There are several of these shields 

around the sides of the bandstand in Victoria 

Park.  The words across the bottom say:  

“Pour y Parvenir”  

which translates from French as:  

“To achieve this” 

 It is not the coat of arms for the Borough of 

Erewash, so whose is it? 

Answer on p. 14 

What is this? 
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What you wanted to share 

 

No Way Out 

A short story by Janet Reeve 

 

How did I end up in this dire situation?  I’m sure it wasn’t my doing. He said it was all my fault, but what 

does he know about me? He’s only known me six months. 

I think I’m a very tolerant person, but he always seems to hit a raw nerve, rub me up the wrong way. I’d 

chosen the wrong man, but realised too late. 

The heavy door slammed shut, trapping us in this damp, dank, dark bunker. We were instantly plunged 

into complete darkness. I let out an involuntary scream, the sound hitting the walls and bouncing off, 

echoing eerily. 

I’d told him to prop the door open, but he knew best as usual. “Too heavy to shut itself”, he’d said. Well, 

he was wrong, so wrong, but I didn’t say, “Told you so”.  That wouldn’t help us get out. 

“Why had we gone there in the first place?” you might ask. 

Well, it started about six months ago. We met through a mutual friend. Matthew was good-looking in a 

rugged sort of way, but not really my type. However, I needed someone physically strong to help me hide 

the evidence, the evidence of the robbery. Rob had left me in the lurch after trying to trick me out of my 

share, so I needed another man to help me. He had a criminal record, so wouldn’t give me away to the 

police. And he’d get his cut, of course. 

I required somewhere to hide the paintings until the hunt died down. Rob had been caught, but I had the 

paintings, and I’ll give him his due, he didn’t give me away. On the news it said the police were satisfied 

he’d acted alone, and that they would find the paintings in due course. But I needed to be sure before I 

tried to sell them on. 

Matthew knew of this remote, empty country house with the bunker in the 

grounds; he’d used it before. So, on a moonless, windy night we stashed the 

spoils there, camouflaged the door, and left it until now. 

There was no signal down here. I flicked on the torch on my phone and 

couldn’t, at first, see Matthew. Then I realised he was crouched on the floor, 

head in hands, blubbing like a baby!  Physically strong he might be, but 

emotionally he was weak, so weak! 

“Pull yourself together, you’re no help to either of us like this!  No-one knows we’re here, there’s no 

mobile signal, so we need to find a way out ourselves. It’s your fault we’re in this mess, so man-up and 

start looking for another way out.” 

His phone was dead, so they only had her torch for light.  It threw up gigantic shadows on the walls. 

Matthew had got up and was feeling his way along the wall, stumbling on the uneven floor. At the rear of 

the bunker were the paintings lit up by the torchlight but the sight of them gave Claire no pleasure.  It 

seemed they had led her and Matthew to a gruesome end, trapped with no way out! 

 

 

The End! 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 
NOT JUST YET! 
 
I'm ninety now and never been kissed, 
Does this mean I won't be missed 
When I get that call from on high, 
To go and rest in that lounge in the sky? 
 
Well I can’t go yet, I'm enjoying it here. 
I'm sure it can’t be yet, so near? 
I've got my early morning swim. 
He can't call yet, just on a whim! 
 
I've got another cake to bake, 
So he can’t call yet, for goodness sake! 
There's my ballroom class this afternoon, 
He can't come yet, surely not that soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I'm shopping for new clothes very shortly. 
Oh dear, I am looking rather portly. 
But hey, I’ll go up a size or two, 
Well that’s the only thing to do. 
 
He can’t come yet because I've  put on weight, 
It's  far too soon to learn my fate. 
I have lots of life in me still, 
I just have to take my pill. 
 
One day, in the distant future perhaps, 
He'll  say “Your time on earth has lapsed.” 
Oh, what a nice looking man I see! 
Now he could be the one for me. 
 
So, please not yet I may be kissed. 
No, please not yet I may be missed. 
Maybe in a decade or so I'll say I'm ready 
But will I be able to take my favourite teddy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUE WIDDOWSON 

 

Little Egret by Steve Chambers 

Steve and his wife, Sue, are new U3A 

members, who only managed to attend 

one open meeting before Covid-19 

stopped all of our activities. This very life-

like painting was undertaken for a friend 

during lockdown.  I’m sure we would all 

love to see more of Steve’s work and look 

forward to making his and Sue’s 

acquaintance soon.  

This delightful Easter Bunny was created  

out of a bed sock by Marian for her 

granddaughter.  It is very cute.  

What a lucky girl! 
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What you wanted to share 

        

What is this? 

The coat of arms is that of the Duke 

of Rutland.  In the late 1890’s the 

Seventh Duke donated the land to 

the town of Ilkeston for the purpose 

of creating a park. 

Obituary 

COMMON SENSE 

Today we mourn the passing of our beloved old 

friend, Common Sense, who has been with us for 

many years. No one knows for sure how old he is, 

since his birth records were long ago lost in 

aristocratic red tape.  

He will be remembered as having cultivated such 

valuable lessons as: knowing when to come in out of 

the rain; why the early bird gets the worm; life isn't 

always fair and, maybe it was my fault.        

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial 

policies (don't spend more than you can earn) and 

reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in 

charge).   

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-

intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in 

place.  Reports of a 6 year old boy charged with 

sexual harassment for missing a classmate, teens 

suspended from school for using mouthwash after 

lunch, and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly 

student, only worsened his condition. 

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked 

teachers for doing the job that they themselves had 

failed to do in disciplining their unruly children.  It 

declined even further when schools were required to 

get parental consent to administer sun lotion or an 

aspirin to a student but could not inform parents when 

a student became pregnant or wanted an abortion. 

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches 

became businesses and criminals received better 

treatment than their victims. 

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't 

defend yourself from a burglar in your own home and 

the burglar could sue you for assault. 

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a 

woman realised that a steaming cup of coffee was 

hot. She spilled a little in her lap and was promptly 

awarded a huge settlement.      

Common Sense was preceded in his death by: his 

parents, Truth and Trust, his wife, Discretion, his 

daughter, Responsibility, and by his son, Reason. 

He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers: I know my 

rights, I want it now, Someone else is to blame, I'm a 

victim and Pay me for doing nothing. 

Not many attended his funeral because so few 

realised he had gone. 

An Obituary printed in the Times 

Did you know each Full Moon has a name? 

The Moon goes through 12 or 13 full phases each 

year. Each has a unique name.  The more popular 

names are said to originate in the time-keeping 

traditions of Native American tribes. 

Tribes such as the Algonquian peoples would use 

the full moon to keep track of the seasons. 

The names were then adopted by colonial 

Europeans and resurfaced in popular culture in the 

20th century. 

For instance, the Pink Moon in April is named after 

a type of pink flower that springs around that time of 

the year. 

December's Cold Moon, meanwhile, is named after 

the chill of winter settling in. 

In February, the Snow Moon arrives in the last days 

of winter - astronomical spring will begin towards 

the end of March. 

The full list of Moons 

Wolf Moon - January 28 

Snow Moon - February 27 

Worm Moon - March 28 

Pink Moon - April 27 

Flower Moon - May 26     

Strawberry Moon - June 24 

Buck Moon - July 31 

Sturgeon Moon - August 30 

Harvest Moon - September 29 

Hunter's Moon - October 28 

Beaver Moon - November 27 

Cold Moon - December 27 

Many thanks to Ann Riley for once again producing 

all of the puzzles this month, including a Codeword 

puzzle, new to our newsletters.  We hope they help 

to pass the time. 



Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 15 

 

Anagrams—British Writers 

 Solution on p. 19 

  
ANAGRAM 

YEAR 
OF 

BIRTH 

ANSWER 

1 LOWER EGG ROLE 1903   

2 THE CRYPT RATTER 1948   

3 GROWL JINK 1965   

4 WHERE IMPLIES ALASKA 1564   

5 HITACHI TEARGAS 1890   

6 AIRFOIL VOWING 1882   

7 EIRE GET LOGO 1819   

8 CLIO KILLS WINE 1824   

9 TORY HAD MASH 1840   

10 ELM WALK ALIBI 1757   

11 VAGUELY WHEN 1903   

12 COKE STRENGTH 1874   

13 WAILER SCROLL 1832   

14 NOTE BANNER 1820   

15 TRAINS MAIM 1949   

16 FAWN JOINS THAT 1667   

17 KEEL LIGHTS ABLAZE 1810   

18 FACE GROUCHY REEF 1343   

19 BOLEYN REMIT 1848   

20 LAIRD WITH SLOWWORM 1770   

21 ISLAND RECHECKS 1812   

22 JILT KRONER 1892   

23 RESET FORM 1879   

24 HAD DOLLAR 1916   

25 MEAN FILING 1908   

26 HEAR MY YELLS 1797   

27 THE ACORN BLOTTER 1816   

28 A BITTER EXPORT 1866   

29 HEX USUALLY DO 1894   

30 CREW HANDLE 1885   

31 MAIN ALE 1882   

32 BOLD NINETY 1897   

33 ENSHRINE COCKATOO 1906   

34 DURHAM PEA RUINED 1908   

35 DOING LESS SIR 1919   

36 HORRID MUSIC 1919   
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Split Words—Films 

 
Solution on p. 20 
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Word Search—Spring Flowers 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Solutions on p.21 

ACONITE 

ALLIUM 

ANENOME 

AZALEA 

BLUEBELL 

CAMELLIA 

CELANDINE 

CHERRYBLOSSOM 

CHINODOXIA 

CROCUS 

DAFFODIL 

DAISY 

DANDELION 

DAPHNE 

FORSYTHIA 

FRITILLARIA 

HELLEBORE 

HYACINTH 

IRIS 

IVY 

JASMINE 

LILAC 

LILYOFTHEVALLEY 

MAGNOLIA 

MUSCARI 

NARCISSUS 

POLYANTHUS 

POPPY 

PRIMULA 

PUSCHKINIA 

RANCULA 

ROSE 

SCABIOSA 

SCILLA  

SNOWDROP 

TULIP 

VIOLA 

VIOLET 

WALLFLOWER 
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More Puzzles 

 

Solutions on p.21 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

                   E       

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

   L                    S   

 

 

 A I N 

T V C 

C A E 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 

Normal word square rules apply 
All words must include the shaded letter. 
 Can you find the nine letter word? 
 
There is one nine letter word, approx. 2 x 7 letter 
words, 6 x 6 letter words, 6 x 5 letter words, 8 x 4 letter 
words. 
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Solutions—Anagrams—British Writers 

  ANAGRAM 
 YEAR 

 OF BIRTH 
ANSWER 

1 LOWER EGG ROLE 1903 GEORGE ORWELL 

2 THE CRYPT RATTER 1948 TERRY PRATCHETT 

3 GROWL JINK 1965 JK ROWLING 

4 WHERE IMPLIES ALASKA 1564 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

5 HITACHI TEARGAS 1890 AGATHA CHRISTIE 

6 AIRFOIL VOWING 1882 VIRGINIA WOOLF 

7 EIRE GET LOGO 1819 GEORGE ELIOT 

8 CLIO KILLS WINE 1824 WILKIE COLLINS 

9 TORY HAD MASH 1840 THOMAS HARDY 

10 ELM WALK ALIBI 1757 WILLIAM BLAKE 

11 VAGUELY WHEN 1903 EVELYN WAUGH 

12 COKE STRENGTH 1874 GK CHESTERTON 

13 WAILER SCROLL 1832 LEWIS CARROLL 

14 NOTE BANNER 1820 ANNE BRONTE 

15 TRAINS MAIM 1949 MARTIN AMIS 

16 FAWN JOINS THAT 1667 JONATHAN SWIFT 

17 KEEL LIGHTS ABLAZE 1810 ELIZABETH GASKELL 

18 FACE GROUCHY REEF 1343 GEOFFREY CHAUCER 

19 BOLEYN REMIT 1848 EMILY BRONTE 

20 LAIRD WITH SLOWWORM 1770 WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 

21 ISLAND RECHECKS 1812 CHARLES DICKENS 

22 JILT KRONER 1892 JRR TOLKIEN 

23 RESET FORM 1879 EM FORSTER 

24 HAD DOLLAR 1916 ROALD DAHL 

25 MEAN FILING 1908 IAN FLEMING 

26 HEAR MY YELLS 1797 MARY SHELLEY 

27 THE ACORN BLOTTER 1816 CHARLOTTE BRONTE 

28 A BITTER EXPORT 1866 BEATRIX POTTER 

29 HEX USUALLY DO 1894 ALDOUS HUXLEY 

30 CREW HANDLE 1885 DH LAWRENCE 

31 MAIN ALE 1882 AA MILNE 

32 BOLD NINETY 1897 ENID BLYTON 

33 ENSHRINE COCKATOO 1906 CATHERINE COOKSON 

34 DURHAM PEA RUINED 1908 DAPHNE DU MAURIER 

35 DOING LESS SIR 1919 DORIS LESSING 

36 HORRID MUSIC 1919 IRIS MURDOCH 
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Solutions—Split Words—Films  
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More Puzzle Solutions 

Nine Letter Word Square 
 
9 Letter word  VACCINATE. 
 
7 Letter words VACCINE, VENATIC. 
 
6 Letter words ACTIVE, AVIATE, CAVEAT, NATIVE, VACANT, VACATE. 
 
5 Letter words AVIAN, CAVIE, CIVET, EVICT, NAÏVE, VITAE. 
  
4 Letter words    CAVE, NAVE, VAIN, VANE, VEIN, VENT, VICE, VINE,  


