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IMPORTANT 
 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the 

implementation of social distancing, all U3A 

meetings are suspended until further notice. 

ILKESTON                                       NEWS 
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Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                   Photos by VB 

 

At the Service of Remembrance on Sunday 8th November 2020 a 

wreath was laid on behalf of Ilkeston U3A at Ilkeston Cenotaph. 
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Letter from the Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello All Members, 

Christmas is fast approaching, but no one really knows how we will be 

able to celebrate the festive season this year. I‘m very disappointed we 

will miss the last Open meeting of the 2020 year, without being able to 

hold our annual Christmas social meeting. Let’s hope next year will 

bring us all back together again very soon. 

I wish to thank every member of Ilkeston u3a who has supported me, in 

what has turned out to be a most unusual and at times very frustrating 

year and now is the time for us all to start to look forward to what the 

New Year holds for us. 

I wish every Member health, wealth and happiness for Christmas and 

the New Year and hope we will be able to resume all our normal 

activities very soon. 

My very best wishes 

Ann Riley 

Chair 
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EGM-20-01 

 

 

Why an EGM on 10th December 2020 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     

The clauses on how the Trust holds its annual general meeting are set out in its Articles of 

Association. At present, they do not provide for electronic participation or voting.  
 

The Trust’s virtual AGM in September resulted from the Corporate Insolvency and 
Governance Act which allowed companies to hold a virtual AGM even where their Articles did 

not normally allow it. As this was emergency legislation to deal with the Coronavirus 
pandemic, it was time limited - originally to 30th September 2020. It has now been extended 

to 30th December, 2020.  
 

Obviously, it is impossible to predict where the world will be next August when the 2021 AGM 
is scheduled. 

 
Furthermore, even if large meetings are possible, there may well be a reluctance by U3A 

members to travel and attend a large meeting. 
 
Nearly twice as many members attended the recent virtual AGM than previous physical ones, 

thereby significantly increasing the ability of members to participate. The evidence is that 
many members prefer to attend an AGM virtually - even when it is possible to attend physical 

meetings. 
 

Against this background, the Board is recommending that the Trust’s Articles be amended so 
that members can attend and vote electronically at future AGMs. This does not mean that the 

Trust is committed to any specific format—it would be possible to have a hybrid event with 
members in a hall and others online, a totally virtual or a totally physical meeting. Nor does it 

commit the Trust to using the same technology as employed at its recent AGM. Simply put, 
the Trust’s aim is to have the legal means to hold an AGM where members can participate 

electronically, if they wish. 
 

In order to change the Trust’s Articles, it is necessary to hold this EGM with 75% of the votes 
cast in a quorate meeting in favour of the Special Resolution. 

 
After the EGM there will be a Plenary Session covering how U3As and the Trust can work 

together to ensure the movement is best positioned for the lifting of lockdown. 
 
Ian McCannah 

Chair – Third Age Trust 
6 November, 2020. 
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Christmassy bits from the committee 

From Val A Christmas Puzzle and cryptic puzzle 

Three friends go out for a pre-Christmas meal (socially distanced, of course!) at a restaurant and split the 

bill, each throwing in £10, making a total of £30. 

The meal only came to £25 so the waiter has to give them £5 in change. 

Unsure of how to split it equally between the three customers, he returns £1 each, and keeps £2 for 

himself. 

The friends are given £1 back so they have now only paid £9 each instead.  That makes £27, plus the £2 

the waiter kept, making £29. 

So, where has the extra pound gone?        Answer page 19 

 

Can you guess the Christmas carols or songs from the following descriptions?   

For example:  Q:  Argentous chimes    A:  Silver Bells 

1. Personal December desire for double central incisors 

2. Hush, the foretelling spirits harmonize 

3. Embellish the corridors 

4. Obese personification fabricated of compressed mounds of minute crystals 

5. Asian aristocratic trio 

6. Removed in a bovine feeding trough 

7. Creator cool it, you jolly male homo-sapiens 

8. Valentino, the roseate proboscises wapiti 

9. Father Christmas approaches the metropolis 

10. Seraphim we aurally detected in the stratosphere 

11. I observed a trio of vessels approach the harbour 

12. Allow three times the precipitation 

13. Obtain personally exuberant minuscule December 25th 

14. Are our sound sensors in sync? 

15. Hard fruit made edible by combustion 

16. Older female relative who became aerodynamic venison roadkill 

17. 3 squared + 3 yuletide events 

18. Pledge to make a domestic December appearance 

19. Regal and virtuous male of Bohemian nobility 

20. All of us request an exuberant December 25th for all 

Answers page 19 
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More Christmassy bits from the committee 

From Joanne—A poem 

  

 

Happy Christmas  

From your membership Secretary  

Thank you to all who have renewed their membership  

Still fifteen of you to send your emails  

Why are you waiting?  It’s free!  

Marian Stopper  
 

 

 

 

FROM Ann Riley A Christmas WISH 

A little more sparkle 

A little less stress 

This Christmas I wish 

You the very best. 

 

LOCKDOWN THOUGHTS 

 

 

I think I'll write a poem  

About what I do not know 

Perhaps about the weather 

And whether it will snow. 

           

Or, what about the telly 

It's on a lot these days. 

Perhaps I should get out more 

Exercise and catch some rays. 

 

Maybe I just won't bother 

My brain has gone to pot. 

I'll go back to my knitting 

‘Cause a poet I am not 
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More Christmassy bits from the committee 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas—from Maggie Williams 

A Camel with Hiccups           

Calloom, the Camel, became, permanently, afflicted with hiccups at the age of two.  

Yousef, his owner, was afraid that he would have to let him go as he was sure that no-one would want to 

ride him. From Calloom’s point of view, however, being an animal put him at a distinct advantage in this 

situation. He was already in the here and now, not fretting about his past life before hiccups or whether 

he would ever have a future without them. He just stayed in the moment and got on with it. 

You see, the fascinating thing about our camel’s hiccups was the effect they had upon his riders during 

the long journeys, made over several days, across the dessert. The hiccups, although very irritating at 

first, penetrated the silence and focussed the minds of the passengers in the same way that a meditator’s 

mind becomes focussed on the breath or a mantra. The result was that their heads were cleared of all 

else and they felt refreshed and relaxed. 

Calloom became very sought after. The friends and families of his customers marvelled at how much 

nicer, happier and peaceful they were, and word quickly spread about the therapeutic effects of riding 

him. 

Like the reindeer with the red nose, in current times, who became famous in Lapland, the camel with 

hiccups became famous throughout the Middle East. So famous, in fact, that he was purchased by a 

king, AND, not just any king, but one of the three Magi— to carry him to Bethlehem to see a baby in a 

manger. 

 

 

 

Note: this was my effort as a member of the ‘Creative Writing group, when I picked this light-hearted Christmassy 

topic out of a lucky dip. Anyone who knows me may find it typical (and possibly funny – at my expense!) that this is 

about as light-hearted as I can be. 

 

 

 

The Chair and Committee wish all 
our Members a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 
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Calligraphy 

This set of greetings is by Deb Bond.  The first 

has a border of Celtic knots and the three 

Christmas trees have different messages.  The 

two Celtic pieces are by myself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda McKay 

 
 Groups Contact  

Celtic Candle 

Christmas Greeting with embellishments based on 

designs by Kerry Richardson 
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History 1 

Christmas Facts and Trivia 

Was Saturnalia the Original Christmas? 

The ancient Roman festival of Saturnalia was the 

most anticipated week on the Roman calendar, 

celebrated every December during the Winter 

solstice. In paying homage to Saturn, the god of 

time and agriculture, Romans would take the 

week off from work (even the slaves), decorate 

their homes with pine wreaths, light festive 

candles, attend raucous parties and feasts, and 

exchange  gifts and offerings. When the Roman 

Empire embraced Christianity, many of these 

traditions were carried over. 

Who was the original Santa Claus? 

The legendary figure of Santa 

Claus can be traced back to St 

Nicholas, a Turkish-born monk 

from the third century who gained 

fame wandering the countryside 

helping the poor and sick. In 

Holland St Nicholas is known as 

Sinter Klaas, and the anniversary 

of his death on December 6th is a much loved 

holiday. Dutch immigrants to New York brought 

Sinter Klaas to America, where writers penned 

entertaining tales of the anglicized Santa Claus, 

but the enduring details of Santa’s story---the red 

suit, rotund belly and reindeer- pulled flying sleigh

----were popularized by the 1822 poem “An 

account of a visit from St Nicholas” with its 

immortal first line, "Twas the night before 

Christmas . . .” 

What is a Yule log? 

An Iron age tradition of burning huge logs to 

welcome the new year, evolved over the 

centuries into a rich Christmas dessert made of 

rolled sponge cake and whipped cream. At the 

end of December, Celtic and Gaelic cultures used 

to decorate a large log with holly, pine cones and 

a splash of wine and burn it to cleanse the old 

year and usher in the Spring.  

(Maybe we should all try this tradition to help us 

out of our present predicament?) 

 

 

The Confederate origins of ‘Jingle Bells’? 

Penned by a Northerner who proudly fought for 

the Confederacy in America, Jingle Bells never 

mentions Christmas, but does talk about drag-

racing sleighs and picking up girls. The song’s 

composer, James Lord Pierpont broke with his 

Boston’s family abolitionist stance and joined the 

South in the Civil War, where he wrote popular 

Confederate anthems like “We Conquer, or Die!” . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When did poinsettias become a popular 

Christmas decoration? 

In Mexico, poinsettias grow in large bushes that 

flush with bright red leaves in the dead of .winter. 

In Mexico poinsettias are called “flores de noche 

buena” or “Christmas Eve flower.” They got their 

odd English name from Joel R Poinsett, the very 

first U.S. minister to Mexico, who brought back 

the red-and-green plants in 1928. 

Other important events  that  happened on 

Christmas day 

Late on Christmas day,1776, George Washington 

led the Continental Army across the Icy Delaware 

river in a surprise attack on the British forces. 

Charlemagne, the “Father of Europe,” was 

crowned Emperor of the Romans by Pope Leo on 

Christmas day in the year 800 AD. The Treaty of 

Ghent officially ending the war was signed on 

Christmas day 1814. And the Apollo 8 crew 

orbited the moon for the very first time on 

Christmas day 1968, signing off their live TV 

broadcast with the memorable “Merry Christmas 

and God bless all of you.” 

With that self same wish and hopes for a happier 

New Year, History Group One, signing off for 

2020.        

Alwyn Holmes  

 

 
Groups Contact continued 
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History 2 

Some thoughts about Christmas and a 

reminder of its origins 

WHY do we call Christmas CHRISTMAS? 

The name 'Christmas' comes from the Mass of 

Christ (or Jesus). A Mass service (which is 

sometimes called Communion or Eucharist) 

The 'Christ-Mass' service was the only one that 

was allowed to take place after sunset (and 

before sunrise the next day), so people had it at 

Midnight and so we get the name Christ-Mass, 

shortened to Christmas. 

WHY do we give presents at Christmas? 

One of the main reasons we have the custom of 

giving and receiving presents at Christmas is to 

remind us of the presents given to Jesus by the 

Wise Men: Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh. 

Gold: is associated with Kings and Christians 

believe that Jesus is the King of Kings. 

Frankincense: is sometimes used in worship in 

Churches and showed that people would worship 

Jesus. 

Myrrh: is a perfume that is put on dead bodies to 

make them smell nice.  

WHY do we celebrate Christmas on December 

25th? 

No date is given in the Bible, so why do we 

celebrate it on the 25th December? 

The first recorded date of Christmas being 

celebrated on December 25th was in 336, during 

the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine (he 

was the first Christian Roman Emperor).  

The earliest mention of December 25 as Jesus’ 

birthday comes from a mid-fourth-century Roman 

almanac that lists the death dates of various 

Christian bishops and martyrs. 

The first date listed, December 25, is 

marked: natus Christus in Betleem Judeae: 

“Christ was born in Bethlehem of Judea.”  

Jesus was a Jew, so this could be another 

reason that helped the early Church choose 

December the 25th for the date of Christmas! 

Another theory about the origins of the Christmas 

date(s) is that it was borrowed from pagan 

celebrations.  

The Romans had their mid-winter Saturnalia 

festival in late December, a day where there is 

the shortest time between the sun rising and the 

sun setting.  The Winter Solstice is at this time.   

It happens on December 21st or 22nd. To 

pagans this meant that the winter was over and 

spring was coming and they had a festival to 

celebrate it and worshipped the sun for winning 

over the darkness of winter.  

In Scandinavia, and some other parts of northern 

Europe, the Winter Solstice is known as Yule.  

Christmas or Xmas? 

Christmas is also sometimes known as Xmas. 

Some people don't think it's correct to call 

Christmas 'Xmas' as that takes the 

'Christ' (Jesus) out of Christmas.  

In the Greek alphabet, X is the symbol for the 

letter ‘chi.’ Chi (or X) is the first letter in the Greek 

word for Christ.  

So Xmas can also mean Christmas; but it should 

always be pronounced 'Christmas' rather than 'ex

-mas' 

 

 

 

The symbol of a fish, known as an Ichthus, is 

sometimes used by Christians (you might see a 

fish sticker on a car or someone wearing a little 

fish badge). This comes from the time when the 

first Christians had to meet in secret, as the 

Romans wanted to kill them (before Emperor 

Constantine became a Christian). Jesus had said 

that he wanted to make his followers 'Fishers of 

Men', so people started to use that symbol. 

 Groups Contact continued 
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When two Christians met, one person drew half a 

basic fish shape (often using their foot in the dust 

on the ground) and the other person drew the 

other half of the fish.  

Special Christmas food 

Mince Pies, like Christmas Puddings, were 

originally filled with meat, 

such as lamb, rather than 

the dried fruits and spices 

mix as they are today. 

They were also first made 

in an oval shape to 

represent the manger that Jesus slept in as a 

baby, with the top representing his swaddling 

clothes. 

Very rich people liked to show off at their 

Christmas parties by having pies made in 

different shapes (like stars, crescents, hearts, 

tears, & flowers); the fancy shaped pies could 

often fit together a bit like a jigsaw!. Having pies 

like this meant you were rich and could afford to 

employ the best, and most expensive, pastry 

cooks. 

Now they are normally made in a round shape 

and are eaten hot or cold.  

On Christmas Eve, children in the UK often leave 

out mince pies with brandy or some similar drink 

for Father Christmas, and a carrot for the 

reindeer! 

Flowers associated with Christmas 

There is an old Mexican legend about how 

Poinsettias and Christmas came together, it goes 

like this: 

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita 

who had no present to give to the baby Jesus at 

the Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked 

sadly to the chapel, her cousin Pedro tried to 

cheer her up. 

'Pepita', he said "I'm sure that even the smallest 

gift, given by someone who loves Him, will make 

Jesus happy." 

Pepita didn't know what she could give, so she 

picked a small handful of weeds from the 

roadside and made them into a small bouquet. 

She felt embarrassed because she could only 

give this small present to Jesus. 

As she walked through the chapel to the altar, 

she remembered what Pedro had said. She 

began to feel better, knelt down and put the 

bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene. 

Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into bright 

red flowers, and everyone who saw them were 

sure they had seen a miracle.  

From that day on, the bright red flowers were 

known as the 'Flores de Noche Buena', or 

'Flowers of the Holy Night'.  

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are 

sometimes thought as a symbol of the Star of 

Bethlehem which led the Wise Men to Jesus. 

The red coloured leaves symbolize the blood of 

Christ. The white leaves represent His purity. 

 Janet Joy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Groups Contact continued 

Thank you 

Many thanks to all of you who have helped me keep 

the newsletters going during this year.  I thank my 

faithful few group leaders who regularly send me 

something relevant to their groups.  But I also want to 

thank everyone else who has contributed something 

too, no matter how infrequently or how insignificant 

you might have thought it was.  We have all been so 

restricted, unable to go where we want or to see our 

families and friends, that any little thing we’ve done 

has become of far greater importance and interest 

than it would normally have done.  And I, for one, have 

really enjoyed reading about them and seeing your 

photographs.  In fact “What you wanted to share” has 

become my favourite part of the newsletter because I 

never know what is coming.  So please keep sending 

them to me.   

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 

you all! 

Janis Henshaw 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

 
Memories, memories of Christmas’s past 

Memories, fond memories that last and last. 
 

Coal fires burning brightly in the grate, 

Hearing the click of the front garden gate, 

Feelings of excitement, as the doorbell rings, 

Rushing, jostling, to see what the postman brings. 

Cards and parcels from far-flung relations 

Brought by steam trains to near-by stations. 

Secreted away into mum’s hiding place, 

On top of her wardrobe, an old battered case, 

We knew it was there, but never went in, 

Entering parents’ bedroom was seen as a sin! 

Memories, memories of Christmas’s past, 

Memories, fond memories that last and last. 
 

Bringing the Christmas tree in from the garden, 

Spraying the pine needles to help them to harden, 

Fetching decorations stored in the dark loft above, 

Delicate glass baubles to be handled with gloves, 

Home-made stars, angels, snowmen and Santas 

Red and gold tinsel, little Chinese lanterns, 

Dressing the tree was our very special treat 

Even down to the foiled chocs we would eat! 

When it was finished we laughed and we crowed 

As Dad switched on the fairy lights, oh how they 
glowed! 

Memories, memories of Christmas’s past, 

Memories, fond memories that last and last. 
 

Waking wide-eyed on a cold Christmas morning, 

Shivering into dressing gowns as day is just dawning, 

Creeping down excitedly, opening the living room 
door, 

Sniffing Santa’s distinctive smell, seeing gifts on the 
floor. 

Stockings we’d hung up empty on the high mantel 
shelf 

Now bulging enticingly, filled to the brim by Santa’s 
elves, 

Empty sherry glass and half-eaten mince pie 

There on a saucer in the hearth did still lie. 

Rushing back upstairs to wake mum and Dad 

To come back down with us, to see what we had. 

Memories, memories of Christmas’s past, 

Memories, fond memories that last and last. 
 

Going to church, taking our favourite new toys 

To show the other little girls and the boys, 

Putting swathed baby Jesus into the Nativity stall, 

To join His mother Mary, Joseph, shepherds and all. 

Thanking God for the birth of His most precious Son, 

Singing carols, saying prayers, and then we were 
done, 

Walking back home through the crisp winter air, 

Back to our toys and scrumptious festive fare, 

Turkey with stuffing and all of the trimmings, 

Plum pudding, our glasses with bubbling cider brim-
ming! 

(Only allowed on Christmas day) 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES BY Janet reeve 

Memories, memories of Christmas’s past, 

Memories, fond memories that last and last. 

 

With the glow from the fire and twinkling tree lights 

We sit in the gathering darkness, our faces so bright, 

Roasting sweet chestnuts over the hot open fire, 

Listening to the Queen’s Speech, oh that was so dire! 

Then playing charades, and lots of Board Games, 
wanting to win, AND LAST! 

But cheating was frowned upon, that was a sin! 

Eating chocolates and oranges and drinking fruit 
punch, 

As if we’d not had enough rich food for our lunch! 

Then clutching new toys, going upstairs to bed, we 
say 

“Thanks for a wonderful, magical Christmas Day” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEMORIES, FOND MEMORIES, 

THAT LAST AND LAST!! 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

THE SNOW STORM by Pat Potter 

 

The first flakes fell faintly 

as feathers from a dove. 

Then, spreading and settling, 

cloaked the ground like a well fitting glove. 

 

Whiteness! A brightness unburdened the world; 

lit up the dark season. 

Away! All  the bleakness 

was hid from our vision. 

 

Faster, ferocious 

it gathered in swiftness. 

All swirling and whirling, 

a dervish, so keen in it’s avarice. 

 

Deeper and drifting it covered the roads. 

It contoured in it’s wake  

the fields and the cities 

like a newly iced cake .                 

 

It’s still now and silent 

as angels with wings furled. 

a treat for our senses 

perfection embodied in this white world.                                                    

 

February 2019 

CHRISTMAS QUIZZES BY PAT POTTER 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL QUIZ 

All these answers are words which appear in 

carols 

1. ‘Harpy’ high flyers 

2. Girl’s name as of Scots 

3. Precious metal 

4. Don’t say mint sauce to these 

5. The Christmas gift you can’t spell 

6. Starts like a feline but on the whole 

they’re bovine 

7. Man with rainbow robe 

8. Some think they boiled their socks in a 

pot 

9. Find one of these little ones in the first 

class 

10. She ain’t half clingy 

11. Male rulers 

12. These are ‘in their eyes’ on TV 

13. Short royal girl starts a whole town 

14. Gracie’s other name 

15. Settled shelter 

 

LAST LINES QUIZ 

Name the carols from these last lines . . .  

of last verses 

1. And with His blood mankind hath bought 

2. To live with Thee there 

3. And hear the angels sing 

4. Shall yourselves find blessing 

5. Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 

6. Christ the Lord 

7. Our Lord Emanuel 

8. Begin and never cease 

9. To the place where He is gone 

10. Sweet singing in the choir 

 

Answers on p. 19 
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What you wanted to share 

 

A number of our members have been very busy producing some really stunning creations.   

Advent Calendar by Val  

Jenny’s ongoing 

collection of cute 

animals 

Christmas cards by 

Barbara 

Festive trio by Jenny 
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What you wanted to share 

 

Just a few more pieces 

Embroidery by  

Beverley 

Quilt by Anne Christmas apron by Janis Miffy by Marian and Angela 

Christmas trees by 

Barbara 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 16 

 

Anagrams—All things Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
ANAGRAM 

NO OF 
WORDS ANSWERS 

1 TRY CAR SHIMMERS 2   

2 MARCH ACROSS LIST 2   

3 WALKING SCENES 2   

4 STRAY PATH 2   

5 AN OGRES 1   

6 ATHEISM CRACKS 2   

7 ANN MOWS 1   

8 FORGING DEVILS 3   

9 LEAST TINWARE 3   

10 DISPATCHING DRUMS 2   

11 HER CIVET FEES 2   

12 ENGLISH TINT 2   

13 SLIM ACTORS CRASH 2   

14 STUN 1   

15 CIDERS NINTH ARMS 2   

16 TENSE AGGRESSIONS 2   

17 CHEF HOLDS PERKS 2   

18 EPIC MINES 1   

19 IN MOP TEAM 1   

20 UK TYRE 1   

21 LEN BEGS JILL 2   

22 COORDINATES 1   

23 SATED 1   

24 DENY SCARFS 2   

25 SEW THEM ERNIE 3   

26 ACTRESS CHARMS RICK 2   

27 PERTNESS 1   

28 ABORT SILENCE 1   

29 OLD FUR 1   

30 USES JAB BY 2   

31 CLINKED CASTS 1   

32 SEVENTIES SOFA 2   

33 HES BILLS LEG 2   

34 TAINT IVY 1   

35 HORNED PYJAMAS 3   

36 LADS RANG 1   

37 CANNERS KNIFE 1   

38 FILTHY GERM AGAIN 2   

39 MAP CHANGE 1   

40 STARFISH REMATCH 2   

Solution p. 20 
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Split Words 

 

 

Solution on p. 20 
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More puzzles 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE 
 

Normal word square rules apply 
All words must include the shaded letter. 

  Can you find the nine letter words? 
 

There are 2 nine letter words  
At least 1 X 8 letter word, 3 x 7 letter words, 13 x 6 letter words  

19 x 5 letter words 23 x 4 letter words. 
 

Solution on p. 21 

A S R 

H I S 

M T C 

Festive word search 

Solution on p. 21 
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A Short Story by Peter Hilton of Beeston U3A 

 

THE DARK  

I’d never walked through a graveyard in the dark, before. I was just taking the dog for his 
usual bedtime stroll, when a cat ran across the road in front of us. Barnie barked, tugged 
the lead from my hand, and was off. He dashed across the road after the cat and 
followed it into the churchyard, opposite. By the time I reached the churchyard wall, they 
had both disappeared into the black shadows.  
I called Barnie, keeping my voice low to avoid disturbing the occupants of the place. No 
response. In the gloom under ancient yews, I saw tall crosses and stone angels, 
shrouded in ivy, grimy with age. I shuddered. Summoning all my willpower, I forced 
myself to open the gate, the creak of its rusty hinges grating on my nerves. I crept in. Still 
no sign of the dog. I crept along a path of worn flagstones between the monuments, 
avoiding those that leaned at crazy angles and looking behind me frequently.  
Anxious to get home, I checked my watch; nearly midnight, the witching hour. Then a 
movement caught my eye. My body froze to the spot and I watched in horror, as 
something came floating silently towards me between the gravestones. Whatever it was, 
it shone white in the moonlight, and its huge round eyes seemed fixed on my face. I 
turned in panic, meaning to run back the way I’d come but I must have missed the path 
and the thing was following me. I felt my heart beating in my chest as I ran. I stumbled 
over grave mounds, brushed against brambles, collided with half-seen objects, until 
eventually I reached the gate.  
Safely back on the street, I looked round and saw my pursuer clearly for the first time. In 
the light from a streetlamp, I saw it was a Barn Owl, gliding serenely among the 
gravestones. I watched fascinated, as the beautiful creature hunted its prey. Barnie sat 
waiting under the lamppost, looking at me inquisitively, puzzled by my strange behaviour. 
I slipped the lead over his head and we went home but next evening, I returned alone, 
hoping for another glimpse of that beautiful bird, and now I am a regular visitor to the 
churchyard after dark.  

Peter Hilton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Peter Hilton and the Beeston u3a Writing for Pleasure Interest Group for allowing Ilkeston 
u3a newsletter to reproduce some of your creative writing short stories. 

To read more short stories from the writing group visit https://beestonwriting.com/ 
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Solutions 

 

Thank you to all the quiz and puzzle contributors this month 
 

   

 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

1. Angels 

2. Mary 

3. Gold 

4. Sheep 

5. Myrrh 

6. Cattle 

7. Joseph 

8. Shepherd 

9. Infant 

10. Ivy 

11. Kings 

12. Star 

13. Bethlehem 

14. Fields 

15. Stable 

LAST LINES QUIZ 

1. The first Noel 

2. Away in a manger 

3. It came upon a midnight clear 

4. Good King Wenceslas 

5. Silent night 

6. Oh, come all ye faithful 

7. O little town of Bethlehem 

8. While shepherds watched 

9. Once in royal David’s city 

10. The holly and the ivy 

Pat’s Quizzes 

Answers to Val’s Puzzles 

 

Christmas meal conundrum—Stop looking—the extra pound does not exist!  The cost to 

each friend is £9 (£9 x 3 = £27) for a meal that actually cost them £27 in total (£25 + the £2 

tip), not £30. 

Cryptic Quiz 

1. All I Want For Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth 

2. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. 

3. Deck The Halls 

4. Frosty The Snowman 

5. We Three Kings 

6. Away In A Manger 

7. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

8. Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer 

9. Santa Claus Is Coming To Town 

10. Angels We Have Heard On High 

11. I Saw Three Ships 

12. Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow 

13. Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas 

14. Do You Hear What I Hear? 

15. Chestnuts Roasting On An Open Fire 

16. Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer 

17. The Twelve Days of Christmas 

18. I’ll Be Home For Christmas 

19. Good King Wenceslas 

20. We Wish You A Merry Christmas 
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Solutions 

ANAGRAMS  - ALL THINGS CHRISTMAS 

 
 

 

SOLUTIONS TO SPLIT WORD PUZZLE 

 
 

No Anagram Answer No Anagram Answer 

1 TRY CAR SHIMMERS MERRY CHRISTMAS 21 LEN BEGS JILL JINGLE BELLS 

2 MARCH ACROSS LIST CHRISTMAS CAROLS 22 COORDINATES DECORATIONS 

3 WALKING SCENES KING WENCESLAS 23 SATED DATES 

4 STRAY PATH PARTY HATS 24 DENY SCARFS FANCY DRESS 

5 AN OGRES ORANGES 25 SEW THEM ERNIE THREE WISE MEN 

6 ATHEISM CRACKS CHRISTMAS CAKE 26 ACTRESS CHARMS RICK CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 

7 ANN MOWS SNOWMAN 27 PERTNESS PRESENTS 

8 FORGING DEVILS FIVE GOLD RINGS 28 ABORT SILENCE CELEBRATIONS 

9 LEAST TINWARE A WINTERS TALE 29 OLD FUR RUDOLF 

10 DISPATCHING DRUMS CHRISTMAS PUDDING 30 USES JAB BY BABY JESUS 

11 HER CIVET FEES FESTIVE CHEER 31 CLINKED CASTS CANDLESTICKS 

12 ENGLISH TINT SILENT NIGHT 32 SEVENTIES SOFA FESTIVE SEASON 

13 SLIM ACTORS CRASH CHRISTMAS CAROLS 33 HES BILLS LEG SLEIGH BELLS 

14 STUN NUTS 34 TAINT IVY NATIVITY 

15 CIDERS NINTH ARMS CHRISTMAS DINNER 35 HORNED PYJAMAS MARY AND JOSEPH 

16 TENSE AGGRESSIONS SEASONS GREETINGS 36 LADS RANG GARLANDS 

17 CHEF HOLDS PERKS SHEPHERDS FLOCK 37 CANNERS KNIFE FRANKINCENSE 

18 EPIC MINES MINCEPIES 38 FILTHY GERM AGAIN FAMILY GATHERING 

19 IN MOP TEAM PANTOMIME 39 MAP CHANGE CHAMPAGNE 

20 UK TYRE TURKEY 40 STARFISH REMATCH FATHER CHRISTMAS 

1 SILENT NIGHT 12 THE FIRST NOEL 23 TWELVE DAYS OF CHRIST-
MAS 

34 DECK THE HALLS WITH 
BOUGHS OF HOLLY 

2 WHITE CHRISTMAS 13 LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 24 DRIVING HOME FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

35 WE THREE KINGS OF ORI-
ENT ARE 

3 JINGLE BELLS 14 FROSTY THE SNOW-
MAN 

 25  HARK THE HERALDS  
ANGELS SING 

36 SANTA CLAUS IS COMING 
TO TOWN 

4 ITS CHRISTMAS 15 MERRY CHRISTMAS 
BABY 

26 O COME ALL YE  
FAITHFUL 

  

5 SLEIGH RIDE 16 JINGLE BELL ROCK 27 ONCE IN ROYAL  
DAVIDS CITY 

  

6 LAST  
CHRISTMAS 

17 MARYS BOY CHILD 28 O LITTLE TOWN OF  
BETHLEHEM 

  

7 LITTLE DONKEY 18 A WINTERS TALE 29 GOD REST YE MERRY 
GENTLEMEN 

  

8 BLUE CHRISTMAS 19 AWAY IN A  
MANGER 

30 THE HOLLY AND THE IVY   

9 WINTER WONDER-
LAND 

20 IN THE BLEAK MIDWIN-
TER 

31 DING DONG MERRILY ON 
HIGH 

  

10 CHRISTMAS TIME 21 I SAW THREE SHIPS 32 FAIRY TALE OF NEW YORK   

11 GOOD KING 
WENCELAS 

22 JOY TO THE WORLD 33 DO THEY KNOW ITS 
CHRISTMAS 
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Solutions 

 

Festive word search Solution 

NINE LETTER WORD SQUARE  
 

Just a few of the many words made from the Word Square 
 
9 letter word   CHRISTMAS – CHARTISMS 

8 letter word  CHARTISM 

7 letter words  MISCAST, RACISTS, TSARISM    

6 letter words  CHAIRS, CHRISM, MASTIC, RACISM, RACIST, SCHISM, 

   SHIRTS, SITARS, SMITHS, STAIRS, SHIRT, SITAR, SMITH,       

5 letter words  AITCH, AMIRS, AMISS, ASTIR, CHAIR, CHIRM, CHITS, HAIRS, MICRA, 

   MIRTH, MISTS, SARIS, SCRIM, SHIMS, STAIR, SITCH, STIRS, TARSI, TRIMS.  

4 letter words  AIMS, AIRS, AMIR, CHIT, CIST, HAIR, HISS, HITS, ISMS, ITCH, MICA, MISS, 

   MIST, RICH, RIMS, SARI, SHIM, SIRS, SITS, STIR, THIS, TICS, TRIM. 
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