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IMPORTANT 

 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the 

implementation of social distancing, all U3A 

meetings are suspended until further notice. 

ILKESTON                                       NEWS 
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Letter from The Chair 

 

 

Hello Members,  

November, what can we say about November?   Well for my part not a great deal – I’ve been 

looking outside trying to find some inspiration, but on a very miserable rainy day, quite frankly it’s 

just not working. 

Monday, the first day of the Charlie’s school holidays the sun was shining brightly and so we 

decided to go Wollaton Park and hunt for sweet chestnuts. It was great fun foraging amongst 

the leaves, and it didn’t take us very long to fill a big bag full of chestnuts.   I was very 

surprised just how many people had the same idea – only hope we left enough for the 

squirrels’ winter store.  

Later, after dinner, curtains tightly closed, we set about roasting (grilling actually) some of our 

trove of nuts.  It’s not quite the same as sitting in front of an open fire roasting chestnuts— 

happy times remembered from my own childhood—but believe me they tasted as delicious as 

I’d remembered them and our fingers were just as black and sore from shelling the hot nuts—

just like ‘the good old days’. 

Next, to try carving a pumpkin for Halloween.  I’m not normally a fan of Halloween but this could 

be quite a different experience and maybe one to forget.  

I’ve still a week left of the school holidays so it’s still more paper model-making, Lego model 

planes and cars to make, and many other childhood pursuits . . .  

What next?  Can we still have Bonfire Night?  There will be no civic or public bonfires to visit this 

year, so does that mean we will be building our own at the bottom of our gardens? (Please mind 

the hedgehogs.)  If you are lucky enough to have a bonfire why not send a photograph or story 

to Janis for the newsletter, something we can all enjoy with you. 

A big thank you to Janis for another month’s newsletter and I hope you enjoy reading it. 

 

Please take care and keep safe 

Kind regards 

Ann Riley 
Chair 
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Committee News 

At the Committee meeting held on 13th October, it was unanimously agreed to waive the Members’ 

annual subscription fee for Ilkeston u3a for the year 2021. New Members will pay £15.00, the current rate 

agreed for the 2020 year.  

All Members should have received, either by email or through the post, a request to respond to the 

Membership Secretary, Marian Stopper, stating whether you wish to continue with your membership of 

Ilkeston u3a for 2021, at no cost to you.  Your co-operation in responding will help us to keep our 

Membership records up to date for the Members who do not wish to continue in the u3a, also to prevent 

an overpayment to the National Office for the annual capitation fee, presently £3.50 per head, as well as 

the post and packing charges for the unwanted national magazine.  

Those Members who do not wish to renew their subscriptions will have their personal information 

removed from our records by 31st December 2020. 

This year, on behalf of the Members of Ilkeston u3a, a wreath will be placed on the Ilkeston Cenotaph.  

Unfortunately at present, there are no more details I can pass on to you. Once again, the Covid-19 

restrictions are disrupting our lives and at the time of writing there was no clear decision as to the format 

of the Remembrance Day service and wreath laying ceremony held annually at Ilkeston Cenotaph. 

The Committee thanked David Martin for voting on behalf Ilkeston u3a at the Third Age Trust 2020 AGM 

held on September 29th. Ilkeston u3a has two votes, and David Martin used these voting rights with the 

majority, on Resolution 4 and 5 and the Amendment to Resolution 4. All these motions referred to the 

increase and date of implementation of the capitation fee. The outcome was a clear majority for the 

increase to £4.00 to be delayed until April 2023. 

The rebranding of the u3a has now started and there is more information on the national website. To 

date, the most noticeable is the change to the logo and very gradually we will be changing our 

documentation to reflect this. 

The other major topic of discussion at the Committee meeting was the Ilkeston u3a AGM and the 

desperate need for new Committee Members, Chair and Vice Chair for the 2021 year. There are various 

options available to us and I will be outlining them at a later date.  In the meantime if anyone is interested 

in knowing more about joining the Committee of Ilkeston u3a, please do not hesitate to contact a current 

Committee Member. 

Ann Riley, Chair 
 
 
RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP FOR 2021 
 
Many thanks to all the members who have replied to me to renew their membership, but for those I have 

not heard from so far:  

Your membership of Ilkeston U3A is due for renewal by the 31st December 2020. 

The Committee decided at the meeting held on the 13th October 2020, that due to the restrictions 

created by COVID-19, there has been very little activity or benefits for the members during the year. 

Therefore the subscription fees paid in 2020 will be rolled over to cover your membership fee for 2021. 

No fees will be collected from existing members for the coming 2021-year. New members will pay the 

2020 rate of £15.00. 

I need you to confirm that you wish to continue your membership of Ilkeston U3A so that our 

records can be updated.  Please can you reply to me at membership@ikestonu3a.org.uk, indicating 

whether you wish to remain a member or whether you want me to remove your details from our records 

by December 31st at the latest. 

Marian Stopper, Membership Secretary 
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East Midlands Trustee’s Newsletter 

 

U3a East Midlands Trustee 

Newsletter 

 

 

October 2020  

First of all, I do want to thank all of the Committee members and group convenors 

who have been working so hard for the last few months to keep as many U3A 

activities going as possible. I have heard from many of you, with both successes 

and challenges, and it is really appreciated. Some groups are finding very innovative 

ways of meeting, and I particularly like this account of a wine group meeting at 

Sutton Bridge.  

In order to maintain the social interaction yet keeping group size under 6, the membership, currently 8 

would be split into two groups and meet at each of two members’ houses, preferably in the garden, 

weather permitting but if not inside observing social distancing and other requirements. In order to 

maintain overall linkage a Zoom Link would be established to enable a cross group discussion of the 

wines provided.  

This apparently worked very effectively and will be repeated. Of course, part of our region is now in Tier 2 

restrictions which is making things even more challenging. It may not be perfect but meeting virtually is 

certainly much better than nothing and I am pleased that many U3As are continuing to encourage virtual 

meetings for groups and for their main monthly meeting.  

 

Going Forward Together, 28th October 10.30—12.30 

This event is now almost fully booked, which is wonderful.  I have been asked if it can be recorded and I 

am hoping that this can be done and made available to those of you unable to join. 

 

Third Age Trust AGM 

This was held, as a virtual event, on 29th September. I am sure a lot of you attended as more than 700 

members did!  It was a very complicated event to arrange but it ran smoothly. 6 new Trustees for the 

regions were introduced and a motion passed to increase the subscription to TAT to £4 from April 2022. 

This is the first increase for a decade. I know members sometimes feel frustrated at the length of time it 

takes office staff to reply to queries. The truth is that the office has a very small staff for the number of 

members we have. This increase will allow the organisation to move forward by improving the 

infrastructure technologically and administratively.  

If you have any feedback about the way the AGM was managed please let me know, as that will be 

helpful for future arrangements.  

Networks  

Almost all of the Networks in the region have now had, or have planned, virtual meetings. These have 

been extremely helpful in sharing information between U3As. Communication between U3As about 

AGMs, keeping interest groups going, risk assessments and other issues continues to be supportive and 

helpful.  
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East Midlands Trustee’s Newsletter continued 

 

Network Link  

A virtual Network Link meeting was held on the 13th October. Attendance was much larger than at 

previous actual meetings and it was really good to see 6 out of the 7 East Midlands Networks 

represented. I am sure they will report back to their Networks.  

National website  

Do keep an eye on the website and on the monthly newsletter. New initiatives are planned for the winter, 

which sound very interesting, as well as more virtual events. The upgrade of the website continues, so it 

does look different but should become increasingly easy to use.  

There is a lot of awareness that the winter ahead will be difficult. A working group, led by Michaela 

Moody, is discussing ideas for alleviating the darkness!  Perhaps your U3A is planning some sort of 

winter festival?  

I look forward to joining some of you at your Network meetings. Please do continue to stay safe and well.  

I can be contacted on: jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk   or phone: 0744 322 1688  

 

Jean Hogg  

Trustee East Midlands  

 

The Third Age Trust  

Tel: 0208 466 6139  www.u3a.org.uk  

Registered Charity: 288007   Registered Company: 1759471          VAT Reg No: 821 0156 79  
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Winter Learning Programme 

 

 

 

18/10/20 

All initiatives are available at: https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes. Initiatives are 

intentionally released on a stagger to keep people’s interest and participation over the winter. Events 

which require members to book are at: https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events. The website 

will be updated regularly so members should be encouraged to keep checking these pages.  

1. National poetry competition. Nationwide search to find the best poem penned by a u3a member. 

Launched 12th October. 20th November deadline, then judging. Winner announced January 2021.  

2. Programme of free talks delivered by members (currently being sourced). Talks are released on a 

stagger so people don’t bulk book. Talks confirmed to date:  

• Mayan civilization,  

• How to write your living history  

• Yoga (booking not yet released)  

• Bridge tutorials for beginners and improvers (booking not yet released)  

• Crown green bowling (booking not yet released)  

• Philosophy (booking not yet released)  

• Cryptic crosswords (booking not yet released) 

• Japan (booking not yet released) 

• Other TBC.  

3. Made it! Make it! gets a Christmas update – people will be encouraged to send in pictures and 

explanations of how they have made decorations/items for Christmas and the festive season. This 

will use the same pages with updated wording and a push on social media. From 12th October, 

regular weekly updating.  

4. Poetry reading. Encouraging members to read their poems aloud. Led by a u3a member. First 

session 14th October, 2:30pm. Second session TBC. Booking at:                                           

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events  

5. Winter Watch. Members send in pictures of winter gardens, scenes, animals etc. Launching 20th 

October, regular weekly updating.  

6. Battle of Britain and the Blitz. Members are encouraged to send in their stories of their 

experiences/ those of their families and friends. Stories will go up on the website. Launch date by 

23rd October.  

7. Paint or Draw (POD) - The monthly art challenge.  Similar to u3a Eye. Members send in pictures 

of their original artwork on a monthly theme. Up to 15 images are chosen for the online gallery. No 

prizes, just prestige. Launch date: 26th October. 

8. U3A Maths Week (“Don’t retire from maths – count yourself in!”). Three events planned 

(publicity released 8th October including a prize draw) and booking at:                                            

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events:  

• Monday 9 November 2020, 2pm to 3.30pm Online talk by Rob Eastaway, “Maths on the Back 

of an Envelope.” 

• Wednesday 11 November 2020, 2pm to 3pm Maths problems and puzzles workshop.  

• Friday 13 November 2020, 2pm to 3pm Maths activities and games.  

9. U3A Radio Podcast – Second programme to be released 17th November.  
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Winter Learning Programme continued 

10. Friday watercolour painters - A series of five workshops led by a u3a member where participants 

are shown how to produce a finished piece of artwork at the end. Pictures of the final artworks to go 

up on an online gallery. Starts 20th November. Advertised at:                                                    

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events  

11. Programme of ‘external’ talks. Includes to date:  

• National Gallery – Life and paintings of Artemisia (£5) on 24th November   

• Guildhall Art Gallery – Pre-recorded talk about the Romans. Date TBC  

• National Trust – History of the National Trust (free). Date TBC  

• British Library – Christmas literature (free). Date TBC  

• Southwark Cathedral – TBC  

• National Army Museum - TBC  

12. Christmas Choir – Group carol singing led by the U3A member who led the previous choir 

sessions. 10th December. A new weekly choir initiative, working towards a recorded song to start 

in January 2021.  

13. Ongoing initiatives at: https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes  

• U3A Eye – Fortnightly photograph challenge on a different theme each time.  

• Maths challenge – weekly  

• Quiz – weekly  

• Birdwatch – Continuous with weekly updating  

• Creative Covid Collaboration – Members create ‘squares’ to form a digital patchwork. 

Continuous  

• Ideas to keep learning – weekly  

• Diary – now closed, submissions for each week to the end of July available to read  

• Creative Writing Competition 2020. Winners announced. The 13 regional winners’ stories are 

available to read.  

14.     January - A series of Winter Schools are planned for 11th Jan – end of Feb 2021.  
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History 2 

 

 

 

 

Based on a design first created by 

Pierre de Coubertin, the Olympic Rings 

remain a global representation of the 

Olympic Movement and its activity 

In the late 19th century, inspired by German 

excavations in Olympia and the introduction of 

Physical Education programmes in schools, the 

French baron Pierre de Coubertin campaigned for 

the revival of the Olympics. 

From the 8th century BCE onwards, the Ancient 

Games were held every four years in Olympia. 

The Ancient Olympics lasted for over a 

millennium (from the 8th century BCE to the 

4th century CE) but were banned in the 390s CE 

by Theodosius1.  

The Antikythera mechanism (a complex 

clockwork device from the 2nd century BCE that 

has baffled archaeologists for over a century) may 

have originally been used partly as an Olympiad  

calendar.  

For us, talk of these "original" Olympics usually 

conjures up a picture of plucky amateur athletes, 

men only, of course, fiercely patriotic, nobly 

competing in a very limited range of sports: 

running races, chariot races, wrestling and 

boxing, discus and javelin throwing. There were 

no team games then, let alone such oddities as 

synchronised swimming. 

Did you know that in the Ancient Greek Olympics 

the participants ran naked? Can you imagine 

that? Running naked in front of hundreds of 

people. Now days in the modern day Olympics 

the runners wear running tights or shorts.  

Everything was done individually, for the pure 

glory of winning – and for no material reward. You 

didn't even get a medal if you came first in an 

Olympic competition, just a wreath of olive leaves. 

What is more, the whole contest was performed in 

honour of the gods. Olympia was a religious 

sanctuary of Zeus and Hera, as much as it was a 

sports ground, and the Games united the Greek 

world under a single religious cultural banner.  

Though the warring city states of Greece were 

usually doing just that – warring – every four 

years the "Olympic truce" was declared to 

suspend conflict for the period around the 

competition, to allow anyone from everywhere in 

the Greek world to come and take part. It was a 

moment when sport and fair play trumped self-

interested military conflicts and disputes. 

The first modern Olympics were held in Athens 

rather than their original site of Olympia, partly for 

political reasons (Athens was now the capital of 

the recently established Greek nation) and partly 

due to the availability of infrastructure. 

 A relatively small number of participants attended 

these Games and the quality of the athletes was 

variable to say the least, Since 1896, the modern 

Olympics have been held every four years 

(except 1916, 1940 and 1944).  

Due to its historical significance, the Greek hosts 

wanted to win the marathon above all else. 

Spyridon Louis set off from the city of Marathon 

and took the lead four kilometres from the finish 

 
 Groups Contact  

This medal from the 1896 

Olympics illustrates the 

conscious associations 

between the revived Olympics 

and the Ancient Greek Games.  

The obverse (left) shows the 

Athenian Acropolis and Parthenon.  The reverse (right) shows 

Zeus holding a globe, upon which stands the goddess of 

victory (Nike) brandishing a wild olive branch. 

 

The stone structure is the 

starting blocks in the stadi-

um in Olympia (4th century 

BCE).  Athletes placed the 

toe of their shoes in the 

groove.  Note the surface of 

the track! (Source of Infor-

mation Ancient History 

Encyclopaedia. Photograph 

by Mark Cavendich.) 
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line and, to the joy of the 100,000 spectators, won 

the race by more than seven minutes. 

Thanks to the film Chariots of Fire and its 

memorable soundtrack by Vangelis, everyone 

knows the story of British sprinters Harold 

Abrahams and Eric Liddell, the respective 

winners of gold in the 100m and 400m at the 

Games of the VIII Olympiad (1924). Liddell 

refused to compete in the 100-meter dash 

because it was held on a Sunday and he was an 

observant Christian.  

The modern Olympics owe a lot to the Ancient 

Greek Games. Many of the sporting events that 

we have grown accustomed to watching on TV or 

cheering on in our Olympic stadia (e.g. boxing, 

javelin, discus, long jump, foot races) are directly 

inspired by the competitions that were being held 

in Olympia more than two thousand years ago. 

Today, as in Ancient Olympia, cases of cheating, 

armed conflicts and allegations of corruption do 

occasionally mar the sporting events.  

Perhaps more importantly, many of the underlying 

ideals of the Ancient Games are still at the heart 

of our modern Olympics. For example, the 

Olympic values are respect, excellence and 

friendship, while the Paralympics values are 

determination, equality, inspiration and courage.  

These are principles that we aspire to as a 

modern society, but their origins lie further back in 

time – they are the legacy of the Ancient Greek 

world.  

Janet Joy 

 

History 1 

0n 20th of April 2018, 

History group 1 made a 

second visit to Codnor 

Castle. We had made 

a previous visit but 

were let down by the 

Castle Trust when the 

appointed guide failed 

to turn up, we did tour 

the site by climbing 

gates, which we should not have, before we 

departed on that occasion to partake of an early 

lunch. The second occasion went completely as 

planned and we fully enjoyed a wonderful and 

very informative walk and talk. 

 

Following the Norman conquest the Manor of 

Codnor was amongst the lands awarded to 

William Peverel who held the estate until 

dispossessed  by King Henry in 1155, who then 

gifted it to a powerful family in Derbyshire, the De 

Ferrers. The estates at that time appear to have 

been a deer park and supplied the king’s palaces. 

In 1195 Richard I rewarded one of his faithful 

Knights, Sir Henry De Grey with these estates 

and it was De Grey who is believed to have built 

the first stone castle at Codnor. The De Greys 

proved to be one of 

the most powerful 

families in English 

history. Probably the 

most well known 

member of the 

family  was Lady 

Jane Grey, Queen 

of England for nine 

days. The De Greys 

fought in all the 

great English battles 

of the middle ages 

as well as the wars 

in Scotland, Wales 

and France. In 1415 Richard De Grey led 222 

men from Derbyshire into battle, along side King 

Henry V, against the French at Agincourt. 

The last Lord de Grey of Codnor was another 

Henry who had been granted a licence for ‘The 

transmutation of metals’.  He died without heir 

and the estate passed to the Zouche family. The 

fortunes of the Zouche family reached their 

pinnacle when George inherited during the reign 

of Henry VIII. The Zouches had several coal and 

ironstone mines on the huge estate and a furnace 

at Loscoe dam for the manufacture of iron. 

Zouche also took advantage of the reformation of 

the Church and purchased Ripley, Butterley and 

other estates in the area, (directly from the King) 

that had been previously been held by Dale 

Abbey. 

 
Groups Contact continued 
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In 1539, Bess of Hardwick went into service in 

the household of Sir John and Lady Elizabeth 

Zouche of Codnor Castle, it would appear that 

Bess spent some time at Codnor during her early 

years. By this time, the castle was no longer 

needed for military purposes and most of the 

castle grounds were landscaped into gardens, or 

walks with avenues of walnut trees. However by 

the late 1500s the lifestyle of the Zouche family 

had begun to take its toll on their finances and 

asset after asset was sold off, to no avail, and 

the last Lord Zouche of Codnor died bankrupt. 

The castle began to fall into disrepair and as it 

was no longer useful as a defensive castle it was 

left to decay. 

In 1634 the castle and estate was purchased by 

Sir Richard Neile the Archbishop of York and 

Privy Councillor to the King.  He was very rich. 

He is recorded as loaning £2000 to King Charles 

I. His son Sir Paul Neile was one of the original 

twelve founders of the Royal Society and his 

speciality was the grinding of some of the longest 

and most powerful telescopes that had yet been 

produced in England. One such telescope was 

used by Sir Christopher Wren in developing his 

theory of Saturn’s Rings. Sir Paul Neile is 

recorded as living at Codnor Castle Farm in 1682 

as most of the castle had fallen into ruin or 

demolished. In 1692 The Neile family sold the 

whole estate to Streynsham Masters, Former 

Governor of the Port of Madras in India, who 

lived at Stanley Grange, near West Hallam. The 

Codnor Estates were leased out to tenant 

farmers but the main prize was one of the richest 

coal deposits in England, lying under the top soil. 

The remains of the castle continued to decay 

whilst the estates around it continued to be 

exploited for it’s mineral wealth. 

 

The History group fully appreciated and enjoyed 

both their visits to this site. It is well worth a visit, 

but the site is only open by the trust at certain 

times, which can usually found on the web site. 

However a lot of it can be viewed by taking a 

very pleasurable walk over the fields on a sunny 

day after parking on Codnor market place, allow 

around two hours. 

Alwyn Holmes 

Science for All 

Cooler Cows 

CRISPR genome 

editing has been used 

to create a cow with 

grey patches instead 

of black, meaning it 

will absorb less heat. 

The aim is to reduce 

heat stress in the animals due to global 

warming – which, ironically, is in no small part 

due to emissions and deforestation from cattle 

ranching. 

“Genome editing is a promising approach to 

rapidly improve and adapt livestock to changing 

environmental conditions,” says Goetz Laible at 

AgResearch in New Zealand.   “On a global 

scale, even modest improvements in productivity 

from colour-diluted cattle would translate into 

substantial environmental benefits.” New 

Zealand dairy cows already become heat 

stressed for nearly 20 per cent of the time they 

are being milked, which can halve yields.  

“Heat also reduces fertility”, says Alison Van 

Eenennaam at the University of California, Davis. 

“It’s hard to get them pregnant during the heat.” 

Dairy cows also need to have a calf every year or 

so to maintain milk production. 

Cattle with black or mostly black coats, like 

Holstein Friesian dairy cows, are thought to 

suffer more from heat stress. So Laible and his 

colleagues decided to find out if they could 

benefit from lighter coats, like those of some 

Highland beef cattle, caused by a tiny change in 

a gene. Peter Hansen at the University of Florida 

and his colleagues have shown that 

predominantly white cattle regulate body 

temperature better and have a lower reduction in 

milk yield than predominantly black cattle. So the 

New Zealand team’s approach could work, he 

says. “But, at least for cows with access to 

shade, the effect might be small.” 

Other teams are creating more heat-tolerant 

cattle by introducing a gene variant for shorter 

hair. 

Janet Joy 

 Groups Contact continued 
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Calligraphy 

Two seasonal pieces from the Calligraphers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Riley 
 
 

Linda McKay 
 
 

Along with Linda’s Calligraphy she looks back at 

past bonfire nights. 

 
Memories of Bonfire Nights 

 
When I was a child we always had fireworks in 

our backyard or at my Auntie's.  The earliest 

recollection I have of fireworks was when my 

Dad lit a Jumping Jack which hopped up the step 

and through the open back-door, straight into my 

Mum's basket of clean washing.  We laughed 

about it for years, but happily it couldn't happen 

today. 

In later times we went to Rugby Club displays 

and then to larger ones at the Drum Hill Scout 

Campsite.  By the early 1980s we were living in 

East Sussex and saw a different side to the 

Gunpowder Plot celebrations.  Being new to the 

area, we didn't know what to expect at the Lewes 

Annual  Bonfire Night. 

Many of the surrounding villages had Bonfire 

Societies which organized fancy dress parties in 

different villages over the weekends leading up 

to the 5th November.  The culmination of these 

celebrations was the Annual Bonfire Night in the 

centre of Lewes, the County town of East 

Sussex. 

Mingling with the thousands of visitors to the 

town, we were amazed to see the fancy dress 

parade included lighted tar barrels on wheels, 

careering down the High Street and numerous 

oversized effigies of prominent people from 

history and the present day, including the then 

Prime Minister.  The effigies were all destined to 

be paraded to the various parties taking place 

around the town and then later burned.  Umm... 

Different displays followed at the Scout Camp 

Site where we lived and worked in Hertfordshire.  

The most spectacular was arranged by a local 

Firework Display Professional to celebrate the 

Scout Centenary in 2007. The fantastic display 

was set against the climbing wall which was 

designed and built to represent part of an actual 

mountain range.  It was like taking part in a 

spectacular Disney film. 

As technology and fireworks combined, the 

clever 'technocrats' who were part of the 

volunteer crew, arranged displays that exploded 

in time to both orchestral and current pop music, 

 Groups Contact continued 
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thrilling to watch and amazing to realise how far 

Bonfire Displays had moved on since our 

childhood Jumping Jacks. 

The most memorable Bonfire Night however, 

was in 1999.  Our granddaughter must have 

enjoyed the noise of the fireworks so much, she 

decided to enter the world a few weeks early.  

Midnight found my younger daughter and me 

shopping for necessities in the local all night 

supermarket, which luckily had extended their 

times only a few weeks earlier.  Our 

granddaughter was born on 6th November, dainty 

but healthy.  Over the years there have been 

many pre-birthday bonfire parties, however, this 

year, she will be spending her 21st birthday in 

lockdown with her friends in their student flat.  

Although there will be no fireworks I'm sure it will 

be a Happy  Birthday. 

Linda McKay 

 

(Note from the Editor: When I received Linda’s 

Memories of Bonfire Nights I recounted to her my 

own bonfire memories from childhood and she 

said I should share mine too, so here it is.) 

 

I grew up in a terraced house in Ilkeston and, like 

most terraces, the back of our house was 

accessed by a long, narrow entry.  On one side 

of the entry were the backs of the houses and on 

the other side were the small gardens.   

I remember one year in particular because we 

had a bonfire on our garden and all the 

neighbours’ kids came to it, including my older 

brother and his mates.  For weeks I had been 

saving up my pennies to buy fireworks—Roman 

candles, golden rain, golden fountain, snow 

storm, sparklers, rockets, Catherine wheels, etc. 

Unlike today they were available for weeks 

before bonfire night so we could buy a few at a 

time, carefully storing them in a tin or old 

shoebox.  My brother of course, seven years my 

senior, spent all his money on bangers and 

Jumping Jacks.   

The neighbours were happy to clear out their 

sheds for things to build the fire with, and my 

friends and I made a Guy Fawkes to go on top of 

it. We couldn’t wait for the night to arrive.  

Eventually the Guy was installed on the top of 

the heap and the fire was lit and before long we 

had a good blaze going, sparks whirling up into 

the dark sky.  We watched as the Guy caught fire 

and was soon consumed by the flames.  

All the kids brought their own fireworks and soon 

there were whizzes, bangs and shooting sparks 

all around.  One neighbour produced some toffee 

apples and bonfire toffee, much to the delight of 

the kids. They were posher than us and had a 

tiny hammer just for breaking up toffee! 

As mentioned earlier, my brother and his mates 

delighted in the noisier fireworks and there was 

some larking around, throwing bangers and 

terrorising the girls, before an adult stepped in to 

curb their enthusiasm.  A Jumping Jack got them 

back though because it chased one of the lads 

down the entry, banging and jumping erratically 

in pursuit of him.  We girls thought it just 

desserts! 

Alas that wasn’t the only unfortunate incident 

with a firework.  My brother had put his remaining 

stash of fireworks in the outside loo, but hadn’t 

put the lid back on the box or shut the door.  One 

of the bangers shot inside, straight into his box of 

fireworks and set fire to what he had left.  All 

kinds of flashes and bangs ensued, much to his 

chagrin.  The rest of the evening passed off 

without incident, but it’s one I will never forget. 

The next day we marvelled at all the rockets lying 

about on the street, where they had ended their 

flight.  A lot of money gone up in smoke once 

again.   

It was never quite the same when our kids were 

growing up.  The boxed fireworks were pathetic 

compared to those we chose one by one in our 

day. I never enjoyed going to an organised 

bonfire event, though I do still like to see the sky 

lit up with all the really good fireworks displays.   

Janis Henshaw 

 

 

 

 Groups Contact continued 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OH NO!!    NOT AGAIN 

 It’s very different this time round; 

 again, we can’t meet up indoors. 

 This virus has us on the ground. 

 

 We’re getting bored, that’s what I've found 

 now we’re beset with all the laws. 

 It’s very different this time round. 

 

 This deadly virus does impound 

 our liberty. We’re free no more. 

 This virus has us on the ground. 

 

 Great tales of woe are going round, 

 the truth of which must be explored. 

 It’s very different this time round. 

 

 And very soon we’ll hear the sound 

  of angry folk who feel ignored. 

 This virus has us on the ground. 

 

 The scariness is now profound 

 and makes us anxious to our core. 

 It’s very different this time round. 

 This virus has us on the ground. 

 

Pat Potter 

Oct 2020 

I STAND 

I stand 
In the empty, eerily silent, dimly lit market 
place, 
Today 
Is the 1st Thursday after the 1st Sunday after 11th 
October 
BUT 
There’s something missing, 
Something vital to our heritage. 
Tradition! 
Where is it? Why hasn’t it arrived? 
Someone said; 
“Not coming this year 
Covid’s done for it!” 
 

No Ilkeston Fair?! 
Was I hearing right? 
It was very late at night! 
How many years? seven hundred and sixty-eight 
Are we at war? 
 

It’s Covid-19 – the unseen war 
Spread by person to person, 
Crowds not allowed 
No Fair—NOT FAIR! 
 

Tradition! 
Causes chaos in town- for some, 
But it’s only for a week- once a year! 
 

Brings 
Feel-good factor, excitement, noise, music, 
friends reunited, 
Aromas—hot dogs, fried onions, candyfloss,  
Excited young and not-so-young faces 
Alight and shining in the shimmering darkness, 
Shouting and screaming in delight 
As the rides soar, dip, and twirl. 
Braving the Ghost Train, the Big Wheel, the 
Mouse 

Hook-a-duck, shooting range, hoopla 

Winning a prize. 

Not so this year!! It’s a tragedy! 

Next year? Who knows? 

Janet Reeve 2020 
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What you wanted to share 

 

 

Autumn Walk 

I had a lovely walk with a friend last week from 

her home in Bilborough to the Trinity Farm 

Shop at Awsworth.   I had booked a visit to the 

farm for the Garden Group last April, but 

obviously had to cancel.   They used to have a 

cafe but have had to turn it to ordering food in 

the shop and then eating it outside.   We were 

joined at our seat by a chicken who has 

Parkinson's disease!   She was looking for tit- 

bits from us and, although very sad, was 

'limping' around to anybody with 

food.   Apparently she lays one egg every 

other day.   She has the area to herself as the 

other hens were pecking her.   My friend 

enjoyed a bacon and egg roll and I had a 

pastie.    

On our return walk we picked 4 and a half 

pounds of sloes.    Although in the past I have 

made sloe gin I fancied making sloe and apple 

jelly.    This I successfully did on Sunday and 

was very pleased with the result.   We were 

very lucky to walk in the sunshine and 

managed to dodge a shower.   Picking the 

sloes only added to the enjoyment of the day 

as I am a bit of a 'hunter gatherer' this time of 

year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Bailey 

What Whoppers! 

I had a packet of parsnip seeds which came free with 

a gardening magazine, so I thought, “Why not give 

them a go?”  These were just two of them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coronavirus lockdown and restrictions have 

given me time to grow things I haven’t tried before, 

proving that every cloud really can have a silver 

lining. 

Angela Gilbert 

 

Sunflower 

The last survivor of this 

year’s “crop”, still pre-

tending it’s Summer. 

Photo taken on 10th 

October. 

Yvonne Muckle 

 

Thank you!  We’ve had a wonderful 

selection of articles and photos for this 

month’s newsletter.  Please continue 

to send me whatever you would like to 

share.   
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What you wanted to share 

 

Budgie Buddies 

A few weeks ago I decided to buy a budgie to keep me company. I bought a 

lovely green and yellow one along with his cage. I’ve named him Sherbet. 

After a few days I felt he needed a bigger cage, so I got him a bigger cage.  

A few days later I felt he needed a friend so I bought 

another budgie, this time a blue one, I named her 

Sorbet. After quarantining them I introduced them and 

they took to each other immediately ‘budgie kissing’ 

and preening each other.  

They’re very happy together and love the radio or 

television on which encourages them to sing and 

chirp.  

It takes 10 minutes to clean them out every day. I 

bought a hand-held vacuum cleaner to clear up any 

seed and feathers outside the cage which only takes a minute 3 or 4 times a day.  

They’ve become great buddies and I like to think they’re my buddies too! 

Sue Widdowson 

 

 

Covid Guidance translated into Derbyshire speak 

so we get it!! 

If thaz bin wokin from om and tha cn still wok from om   

…wok from om. 

If tha canna wok from om and thi gaffa sez thackan 

gutta wok, n thi other ayf cn watch kids, gutta wok but 

gu steady gerrin theya. 

Tha cn guaart t’t park t walk thi dog for as long as tha 

wants as many times a day as tha wants as long as 

tha steers clear o’ fowk. 

If thaz gorra mask, wear it t’t shop. 

Still, dunna - poison thisen  

 - risk injurin thisen  

 - guaart if tha dunt av t  

 - gu t’ busy places  

 - decide tha wants t be a stuntman. 

No, tha cana gu t’t caff or fr a ‘aircut. 

That’s it fa naa, gerron wi it. 

Sithee, ma duck. 
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Anagrams 

TYPES OF WEATHER AND TERMS 

 

  ANAGRAM 
NO OF 
WORDS ANSWER 

1 END HURT 1   
2 BOAR WIN 1   
3 SNIPER DOES 1   
4 CYCLE ON 1   
5 AIM NUTS 1   
6 SINUS HEN 1   
7 APRICOT TIEPIN 1   
8 TRASH LIMO 1   
9 SNORING TIMMY 2   

10 ONION MESH 1   
11 YUM HID IT 1   
12 SOFT ACRE 1   
13 DOUBT CURLS 1   
14 WRONG DENIM 2   
15 LEGO MOTEL CAIRO 1   
16 AIR BOSS 1   
17 DRAGON INFLOW 2   
18 CHEATING CAMEL 2   
19 ANY CELT ICON 1   
20 CONSUL SIDE 1   
21 TEAR UP METRE 1   
22 DO ART SON 1   
23 REACH RUINS 1   
24 HOT PONY 1   
25 FINE HEARTH 1   
26 SORT CAVE 1   
27 RENAME WHAT 1   
28 HOT DRUG 1   
29 BACK LICE 2   
30 MOST RANDS 1   

Solution p. 19 
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More puzzles 

 

Solution p. 19 

Solution p. 20 
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Split Words 

 

 

Solution p. 19 
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Solutions 

SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLES 

ANAGRAMS TYPES OF WEATHER AND TERMS 

 

 

SPLIT WORD PUZZLE 

 
 
NINE LETTERWORD SQUARE 

JUST A FEW OF THE MANY WORDS MADE FROM THE LETTERS 

9 letter word  amusement 

6 letter words unease, unseam, unseat 

5 letter words amuse, aunts, ensue, menus, mutes, neume, saute, tunas, tunes, unmet, unset 

4 letter words aunt, emus, menu, mums, muse, must, mute, mast, nuts, smut, stun, suet, tuna, tune,    
 tuns 

     

No Anagram Answer No Anagram Answer 

1 END HURT THUNDER 16 AIR BOSS ISOBARS 

2 BOAR WIN RAINBOW 17 DRAGON INFLOW FLOOD WARNING 

3 SNIPER DOES DEPRESSION 18 CHEATING CAMEL CLIMATE CHANGE 

4 CYCLE ON CYCLONE 19 ANY CELT ICON ANTICYCLONE 

5 AIM NUTS TSUMANI 20 CONSUL SIDE CLOUDINESS 

6 SINUS HEN SUNSHINE 21 TEAR UP METRE TEMPERATURE 

7 APRICOT TIEPIN PRECIPITATON 22 DO ART SON TORNADOS 

8 TRASH LIMO HAILSTORM 23 REACH RUINS HURRICANES 

9 SNORING TIMMY MISTY MORNING 24 HOT PONY TYPHOON 

10 ONION MESH MOONSHINE 25 FINE HEARTH FAHRENHEIT 

11 YUM HID IT HUMIDITY 26 SORT CAVE OVERCAST 

12 SOFT ACRE FORECAST 27 RENAME WHAT WEATHERMAN 

13 DOUBT CURLS CLOUDBURST 28 HOT DRUG DROUGHT 

14 WRONG DENIM MORNING DEW 29 BACK LICE BLACK ICE 

15 LEGO MOTEL CAIRO METEOROLOGICAL 30 MOST RANDS SANDSTORM 

No. Single Word Answer No. Two Word Answers No. Three Word Answers 

1 COMPUTER 9 PICTURE FRAME 17 CREW NECK JUMPER 

2 TELEVISION 10 UNION JACK 18 TOWN AND COUNTRY 

3 FIREPLACE 11 DRESSING GOWN 19 CUP AND SAUCER 

4 SATURDAY 12 WATCH STRAP 20 HAT AND COAT 

5 FRIDGFREEZER 13 BLACK ICE 21 BOX OF TRICKS 

6 JEWELLERY 14 WEATHER STATION 22 NIGHT AND DAY 

7 SPREADSHEET 15 BOXING RING 23 JACK AND JILL 

8 NIGHTMARE 16 TOWN HALL 24 HORSE AND CART 
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Solutions 

 


