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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 
 

              Tuesday 11th December 

       11.00 am—3.00 pm at The Arena 

 

Our meeting this month will be our 

 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

 

Please note entry will be limited to those who have  

reserved a place 

 

Doors open at 10.45 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is required 

to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-in sheet is 

available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  

To all our Members 
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Christmas Social Meeting 
Tuesday December 11th 2018 

Doors open 10.45am – 3.00pm 
 

Buffet Lunch 
 

Entertainment from Mike Storr 

‘Masters of Mirth - The Sequel ‘ 

and 

Barbershop Quartet 

Carol Singing and Dancing 

Christmas Table Quiz 
 

2 Raffles 

Secret Santa— bring along your gift—value 

£3.00—-and take a surprise parcel home 
 

Meeting closes at 3.00 pm  

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

 Messages from the Committee 
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Dear Members 
 

On behalf of the Committee of Ilkeston U3A, I 

would like to wish all 

our Members a Very 

Merry Christmas and 

a Happy and 

Prosperous New Year  

 

Ann Riley  

Chair 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Messages from the Committee 
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Membership Renewal 

A reminder that renewals are due by 31st December.  Valerie and I will be collecting membership 

fees at the beginning of the meeting  on December 11th, however it would help if you had the 

correct money or cheque ready so we can deal with this quickly and move on to the 

celebrations. 

We will have membership forms available for you to complete but you can now access the 

Renewal Form from the Ilkeston U3A website by clicking on the following link:  

http://ilkestonu3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Membership-Renewal-2019.pdf  

Please note that on the reverse of the form you are asked to complete a Privacy Statement, to 

say how you wish your data to be used. 

Marian Stopper 
Membership Secretary 

 
 
 
Dear Member 

Ilkeston U3A Committee needs your help. 

We are looking for enthusiastic Members to join the 2019 Committee of Ilkeston U3A. To run a 

successful 2019 Committee, we need 5 to 10 active members.  

• Are you willing to help?   

• Do you know any member who would be happy to be nominated for the role? 

• Do you have skills, ideas and enthusiasm? 

• Are you a team player? 

• Would you like to support and promote the growth of Ilkeston U3A? 

If so, please contact the Chair or any Committee Member for more information.  

Ann Riley 

Chair Ilkeston U3A 

 

 

Please note: Our first meeting in the New Year will be held on 

Tuesday 8th January, not the first Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 Messages from the Committee 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

 

The inaugural meeting of 

the Ilkeston U3A Science 

Group took place in 

November.   

After introducing ourselves we discussed what 

the aims of the group would be and how we 

could achieve them. 

It was decided to call the group Science for All. 

Various aspects of Science were highlighted to 

show what a widespread subject this is and the 

best way to explore it. 

We watched three TED talks – short chunks of 

learning to show newcomers how easy it can be 

to assimilate new information.  TED is short for 

Technology, Entertainment and Design a fact 

that we did not know until then as everyone 

refers to these presentations as TED talks. 

One talk explained the meaning of the Genome 

and how it can be manipulated for good, 

especially with regard to health problems.  

We were shown how doctors now have the 

means to quickly obtain gene sequences - even 

in a GP surgery situation. This can lead to 

individual medical treatment for such diseases 

as Cancer, Diabetes, and choosing the correct 

antibiotic for infections. It can also be used for 

identifying if offspring are likely to inherit a 

disease diagnosed in their parents or 

grandparents. 

Another talk reminded us of evolution with a 

new take on Darwinism – all in the space of 7 or 

8 minutes. 

It explained that evolution is not linear but rather 

that we all have a common ancestor – fish. 

The third talk was entitled ”Meet the microscopic 

life in your home and on your face”. 

All the presenters were excellent (and some 

were also glamorous too!) and made difficult 

topics easy to understand in an entertaining 

way. 

We ended up with a discussion regarding how 

human life on our planet could be rendered 

extinct in the far – or not so far future.  

A plan was made for the next meeting, which 

will be on Monday 10th December at 10am. For 

just one month we are unable to have the Fire 

Station on the first Monday but will be reverting 

to the first Monday again in January (7th) and for 

all following occasions. 

May I thank all new members for their support 

and I am sure we can together build a 

worthwhile group 

      Janet Joy 

Gardening 

Our October meeting was held at the Fire 

Station. We watched a demonstration by Simon 

and Darren from The Garden Store, Shipley, on 

how to pot up a winter planter. We were given 

useful tips along the way.  

To minimise frost damage to a pot in winter 

place it on ceramic feet or pieces of wood to 

avoid direct contact with the frozen ground as 

pots are not able to resist frost damage if the 

temperature drops below -6 degrees. Place 

polystyrene in the base of the pot to act as an 

insulating layer and provide drainage.  Winter 

plants do not need additional feed, so potting up 

in a general multipurpose compost is sufficient. 

Sometimes plants need protection from the 

cold. Horticultural fleece is best for this as 

moisture in bubble wrap can freeze. 

The display created, worthy of any ‘Gardener’s 

World’ demonstration, was raffled off at the end 

and the lucky winner, Dinah Gleed-Owen, went 

away with a beautiful blue ceramic planter filled 

with, tulip bulbs, ornamental grass, violas, 

thyme, Solanum pseudocapsicum, and ivy. Any 

left-overs from the demonstration were donated 

to other group members. 

Thank you to Shipley Garden Store for their 

generous contribution to our meeting.  

Anne Wood 

 

Glenys Donson 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

 

 

History 2  

We had decided at a previous meeting that 

it would be appropriate and timely to 

discuss any memories that members might 

have of people involved in World War 1.  This 

subject proved to be very productive with 

members bringing along not only their memories 

but also medals, documents, postcards, 

newspapers, photographs and other 

memorabilia, which were all able to be viewed 

and handled by all. 

We heard stories of individuals both in the Army 

and the Navy, giving us a vivid picture of how 

terrible and terrifying that conflict was. This was 

not only with regard to the participants but also 

for those at home who dreaded the arrival of a 

telegram to inform relatives that their son or 

daughter was either missing in action or dead. 

Although we heard very sad stories we were left 

with a sense of pride and by discussing the 

subject we showed that they were not forgotten, 

even though this had occurred before any of us 

were born. 

We watched a short video describing the last 

few days of the war and then the actual process 

of the Armistice. There was a scene taken in a 

replica of the famous railway carriage – the 

actual carriage was later taken to Berlin and 

destroyed by Hitler.  

The narrator suggested that this was a flawed 

Armistice as the Allies demanded unconditional 

surrender and not the peaceful negotiation of a 

cease-fire.  Later the word surrender would 

produce resentment in the German people 

allowing Hitler to use this unrest to further his 

evil intentions of revenge at any cost. 

Even though this was a solemn topic to choose 

the meeting was indeed successful with good 

participation by members of the group and 

meaningful discussions. 

Thank you to all who brought along items and 

stories which made our meeting so interesting 

and to those who maybe had no recollections to 

bring but were eager to listen to what others had 

to tell us.   

                                                          Janet Joy

        

Calligraphy 

        Christmas Greetings from  

         The Calligraphy Group 

The Calligraphers wish all members of the 

Ilkeston U3A a Very Merry Christmas, with 

cards showing three aspects of the Christmas 

season.  One incorporates a postage stamp and 

two use small repurposed pictures, all in a 

decorative Celtic frame. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda McKay 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

Rambling 

Our November walk took us over the countryside 

around West Hallam.  Led by Colin and Alan, nine 

of us started out from The Punchbowl in the heart 

of the village and proceeded along Beech Lane 

towards the White Hart.  From there we headed 

along footpaths and fields to Stanley where we left 

behind the streets and houses to explore the fields 

and byways. Our route took us into the 

countryside and beyond the 

cottages on Cat and Fiddle 

Lane, as well as finding out 

where some of those “Public 

Footpath” signs actually lead to.   

If you have ever noticed those gabion steps that 

appeared a while ago, on the left as you drive up 

the Lane, well we can now tell you where they 

lead to. At the top is a new barn and farm fields. 

where we met the farmer tending a large bonfire. 

We took the track on the edge of the field, heading 

over towards Kirk Hallam, which was our next 

destination, before returning to West Hallam. 

We considered ourselves very fortunate that the 

weather had improved since the previous day, 

when it had been cold, windy and very wet.  It was 

quite muddy though and in places we had to pick 

our way around the puddles and even little 

streams that had sprung up in some fields, 

stepping from tussock to tussock and the odd 

stone.  Alas, we had one mishap when one of our 

members stepped in the wrong place and ended 

up with a very wet foot!  Fortunately we weren’t 

too far from the end of the walk. 

We had a warm welcome at 

the Punchbowl, where we fed 

our faces and slaked our thirst 

beside a roaring fire.   

Our next walk will be on Wednesday 19th 

December and will be led by John and Ron.  It is 

expected that this walk will be on firmer ground 

around Calke Abbey.  Please contact me if you 

would like to join us.   

Dennis Henshaw 

 

Dancing 

Just a reminder that the Dancing Group will not be 

meeting in December. 

Glenys Donson 

 

Canasta and Scrabble Groups 

Once again these two groups got together for 

another Christmas meal at Rutland Cottage.  

Twelve of us enjoyed festive fayre on Monday 

26th November.  Our plates overflowed – literally.  

So much so that we vowed next year to order the 

children’s portions. 

This follows on from a successful year for both 

groups and new members are always welcome - 

whether you’re a beginner or wish to hone existing 

skills. 

Ann Shoebridge and Marian Stopper 

 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk

