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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 
 

The next meeting will be on 

Tuesday 7th November 

 

OUR TALK THIS MONTH WILL BE 

 

EXPERIENCES OF A WORLD WAR I  

STRETCHER BEARER 

by 

TIM COLTMAN 

 

Tim Coltman’s relative was Britain’s most decorated  

Non-Commissioned Officer  

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Dear Member 

 

Your Committee Needs You 

Ilkeston U3A Committee needs your help.  We are looking for enthusiastic members to join the 
2019 Committee of Ilkeston U3A. 

To run a successful 2019 Committee, we need 5 to 10 active members.  

• Are you willing to help?   

• Do you know any member who would be happy to be nominated for the role? 

• Do you have skills, ideas and enthusiasm? 

• Are you a team player? 

• Would you like to support and promote the growth of Ilkeston U3A? 

If so, please contact the Chair or any Committee Member for more information.  

 

 

Christmas Social Meeting 11th December 2018  

 

 

 

 

The Tickets for the Christmas Social Meeting will again be on sale at the November 6 th Open 

Meeting.                                                                                                                      

The cost is £5.00 per ticket, ensure when you purchase your ticket you state any dietary 

requirements. i.e. vegetarian, gluten free. 

Please, also be aware of the changed date and times of the Meeting: 

Tuesday 11th December 11.00am – 2.30pm 

Ann Riley 

Chair Ilkeston U3A 
 

 

Membership Renewal Form 

Just a reminder that Membership Renewals are now due and should be paid by the end of 

December.  You can now access the Renewal Form from the Ilkeston U3A website by clicking on 

the following link:  

http://ilkestonu3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Membership-Renewal-2019.pdf 

Please note that on the reverse of the form you are asked to complete a Privacy Statement, to say 

how you wish your data to be used.   

Marian Stopper 

Membership Secretary 

 Messages from the Committee 
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Jane Pavier 
jane.pavier@ntlworld.com 

 

September 2018 

 

Hello, All U3As in the East Midlands Region 

Now that I am no longer the Trustee for the East Midlands, I would like to thank all 

of you for the support you have given to me over the last three years. 

I have attended the Network and Neighbourhood Groups in the Region and heard 

of the wonderful things you have been doing, listened to your problems and given 

advice when you have asked for it. 

During those three years, I have visited many of your U3As and met some 

incredibly talented people and heard a wide variety of speakers at your meetings.  

The number of different interest groups I have come across amazes me.   I have 

held the hands of committees having problems and helped them find solutions for 

the benefit of their members. 

Most of the U3As I visited involved travelling many miles and some of the U3As 

are in places I had never heard of three years ago.   I drove through pretty 

villages, large towns, up steep hillsides with amazing views, travelled long and 

straight narrow roads and on more than one occasion the satnav got me 

completely lost. 

I hope that you will give my successor, Jean Hogg, the same welcome and 

support you have given to me. 

All I have to say now is “good luck” to your U3A and to everything you do.    

Please give my best wishes to all your members. 

Jane 

 Letter from the U3A East Midlands Region Trustee 
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 New Interest Groups  

 Two new Interest Groups were announced at the October  

Interest Groups Fair 

 

“Topical Discussion” 

 

 

 

In case you were unable to come to the Interest Groups’ Fair, or just missed the relevant infor-
mation, there is a new group about to start – a Topical Discussion group. 

If you are interested in current affairs and discussing them with like-minded people then 
please contact: 

Robin Short on 0115 779 4929 or r_short2@sky.com 

Sue Daley 

 

 

“Quiz Group” 

I am trying to start a new quiz group.  Several people put their names on the list at the Interest 
Groups Fair, but we would like a few more people to join us.  If you are interested you can e-
mail me on: j.harrison470@btinternet.com  

I would like for all interested parties to stay on at the Arena after the General meeting on   
Tuesday, 6th November.  I hope to see you there. 

June Harrison 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

Interest Groups Fair 

The Annual Interest Groups Fair was held in 
October and was a great success, with many 
groups showcasing what they have been doing 
and inspiring members to try something new. 
Here are a few photos from the event. 

Philip Francomb 

 

Crafts 

The Group continues to prepare for Christmas.  

Here are a few examples from October’s 

meeting.   

Deb Bond 

 

Classical Music 

May I say thank you to John Smart, who did a 

sterling job at the Interest Groups Fair.  Each 

time I looked up he was selling the group to 

another interested party, and by the end of the 

session he had a list of names of people who 

may be joining our group. 

We had a lovely session at the end of 

September and our theme was “Dance”.  We 

played The Dance Macabre and 

Khatchaturians, The Sabre Dance, and then 

one of our members lulled us into a false sense 

of security with The Dance of the Flowers, only 

to wake us up with Offenbach’s Can-can.  We 

had a waltz from Tchaikovsky, a mazurka from 

Chopin and a very interesting Jamaican 

Rhumba.  The Polovstian dances followed with 

a little ballet music, a polka, a minuet and an 

exhilarating finale with De Fallas’ ritual fire 

dance.  After all that dancing we were 

exhausted, so we went home to bed. 

June Harrison 

Garden Group  

The Garden Group held their September 

meeting at the Fire Station. Our speaker was a 

well-known figure in the horticultural world, Jeff 

Bates. His topic was ‘Vegetables for small 

gardens’, a title that does not strike one with too 

much curiosity, however we had much to learn. 

For instance, most plants only need the first six 

inches of soil in which to grow and that is where 

most of the nutrients are, so there is no need to 

dig. In the spring let the soil temperature be a 

guide to planting seeds as they will need 6.5 

degrees C to germinate.  Warm the soil up with 

either a cloche or clear polythene. 

To make the most of your garden space plant a 

combination of crops. Sweet corn and 

courgettes are a good example as the corn 

reaches up for the light and the courgettes 

make use of the ground space. 

Many of us think that marigolds ward off white 

fly in the garden, but this is only effective in the 

greenhouse.  Slugs and snails live on the 

margins of the garden during the day and come 

out at night travelling a distance of about five 

yards. This year I had a haul of seventeen 

snails from the border by a hedge.             

For the best flavour to develop in your tomatoes 

leave them to ripen on the plant for as long as 

possible.  

Finally, if you have bare soil after picking all 

your veg, sow a crop of green manure to put 

nutrients back into the soil and suppress the 

dreaded weeds. 

An interesting, educational, and entertaining 

talk. 

Anne Wood 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Ramblers 

We were once again blessed with a lovely day 
for our walk in October, when a group of us 14-
strong set off from the beautiful village of 
Horsley.  It was a very pleasant 5 mile walk, 
taking us over undulating countryside and 
through woodland via Coxbench, Horsley 
Woodhouse and Horsley Lodge.   

Before leaving Horsley we 
observed the three fountains, 
given to the village in 1864 by the 
Sitwell Family.  They were named 
Sophia, Rosamund and Blanche 
after members of the family.  This 
one is Sophia and it is in front of 
the church “beneath a spreading 
chestnut tree”.  They were the 
only source of piped water to the 
village at the time they were installed. 

En route, perched on an 
outcrop of sandstone in 
woodland, we saw the 
remains of the 12th century 
Horeston Castle (or Horsley 
Castle), built by Hugh Buron. 
It was passed to King John 
in 1198 who rebuilt it 
between 1200 and 1203.  He 
visited it twice during his 
reign on his way from Burton 
Abbey to Nottingham. 

So many of us remarked that 
we didn’t realise such delightful 
countryside existed so close to 
home and it was sheer 
pleasure to be out walking on 
such a sunny Autumn day.   

We concluded our walk at the Coach and 
Horses in Horsley for some much-appreciated 
sustenance and more chatter.  

Our next walk will be on Wednesday 21st 
November and will be led by Colin and Alan. We  
have been pleased to welcome several 
newcomers to our group this year and there is 
still room for more.  Please contact me if you 
are interested in joining us. 

 Dennis Henshaw 

 

Calligraphy 

There are six contributions this month, as 

members of the Group are gaining in 

confidence. 

 

Halloween Greeting Card and Halloween 

Message   by Sue 

 

 

 

Ghosts and The Witching Hour   by Sandra 

 

November and Advice Bookmark   by Val 

 

 

Linda McKay 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

History 2 

In October History 2 watched a DVD, narrated by 
Dominic Heale (East Midlands Today TV), 
comprising of a documentary chronicling the city 
of Nottingham, home of legendary outlaw Robin 
Hood. 

Founded in the sixth century by an Anglo-Saxon 
known as Snotta, Nottingham has been called 
‘The Queen of the Midlands’.  

The Anglo-Saxon word, ham, meant village.  The 
word inga meant ‘belonging to’ and Snotta was a 
man.  So its name meant the village owned by 
Snotta.  Gradually its name changed to 
Snottingham and then just Nottingham. 

A former Viking stronghold, it then became a 
Norman fortress, and was later the site from which 
the Crusaders embarked on their mission to the 
Holy Land. 

Nottingham is now famous for its industrial 
achievements, its canal, its renowned cricket pitch 
at Trent Bridge, Nottingham football clubs, County 
and Forest, and Brian Clough! 

Robin Hood is supposed to have lived in 
Sherwood Forest near Nottingham.  The story of 
Robin Hood is first recorded in the 14th century 
and it is likely the legend is based on a real person 
or possibly several real people.  However the town 
of Nottingham did not get its own sheriff until 
1449. 

The time line is as follows: 

Early Nottingham  
6th Century The Saxons found a village at 

Nottingham 
Late 9th Century  The Danes capture the North 

and East of England.  They make 
Nottingham into a fortified settlement. 

920    The English recapture Nottingham.  It 
regrows into a busy market town with its 
own mint. 

1067 The Normans build a fort at Nottingham 
1155 Nottingham is granted a charter (a 

document giving the townspeople certain 
rights) 

1284 The first mention of a Mayor of Nottingham 
1348-49 At the time of the Black Death 

Nottingham has a population of about 3,000 
but half the people die in the epidemic 

1513 A Grammar School is founded in Nottingham 
 (Nottingham High School, founded by Dame 
 Agnes Mellors) 
1588 Wollaton Hall is built 
1642 Civil War begins between King and 

Parliament.  The King raises his standard 
near Nottingham. 

1643 The Royalists attack Nottingham but fail to 
capture it 

1644 The Royalists try but fail to capture 
Nottingham 

1651 Nottingham Castle is destroyed to prevent it 
ever falling into Royalist hands 

1660 The population of Nottingham is about 3,500
-4,000 

1667 Nottingham suffers an outbreak of plague 
1700 Nottingham has a population of about 
 5,000.The hosiery industry is booming 
1750 Nottingham has a population of about 
 10,000 
1760 The first theatre in Nottingham is built 

We were reminded of our industrial heritage 
courtesy of Raleigh Cycles;, the Boots Pure Drug 
Company, Players Cigarettes and Ericsson 
Telecommunications. 

Janet Joy 

 

Classic Books  

Our small group met once again in September, 

having read Cranford by Mrs Gaskell.  We all 

agreed that we had thoroughly enjoyed it and it 

had been pleasant and easy to read.  The story, 

for those of you who didn’t see the television 

version of a few years ago, starring Judy Dench, 

tells of village life which is led mainly by a 

community of single ladies.  They are sweetly 

amusing with their little snobberies and genteel 

poverty.  It could be read as a series of anecdotes, 

but look closer and you will find bitterness, sexual 

symbolism and feminist rage.  Cranford is based 

on Knutsford in Cheshire, where Mrs Gaskell lived 

until her marriage. 

We have also been busy reading Across the River 

and into the Trees by Ernest Hemingway and we 

meet next week to discuss this over a cup of 

coffee and a biscuit. 

June Harrison 
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Item of further interest 

 

Battle’s Over—Ringing in the Peace 

Erewash Borough Council are organising events in 

the Market Places of Ilkeston and Long Eaton on 

Sunday 11th November to mark the centenary of the 

ending of World War 1. 

In Ilkeston the event starts at 6.00 pm with wartime 

music provided by Johnny Victory and Ilkeston 

Brass. 

At 6.45 pm beacons will be lit, joining with towns across the country as part of the nation’s 

remembrance of the fallen.  At 7.05 pm St Mary’s church, as well as parish churches all over 

the country and the world will sound their bells to ‘ring in the peace’.   

Tea lights will be available, for a donation, to lay at the war memorials, with proceeds going to 

the Royal British Legion.   

Refreshments will be available with the help of the Ilkeston churches.   

 

Erewash Remembers 

A special exhibition at Erewash Museum will also mark the centenary of the ending of World 

War 1. 

Lest we forget 
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