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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

On Tuesday 2nd October 

10.00 am to 12.30 pm at The Arena 

 

OUR MEETING THIS MONTH WILL BE  

 

THE ANNUAL INTEREST GROUPS’ FAIR 

 

Various groups will have a display where you can see what they 

have been doing and perhaps find a group you would like to try. 

 

Refreshments will be available throughout the morning 

 

Newcomers welcome—why not bring a friend? 

 

Please note:  Doors open at 10.30 am this month 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Messages from the Committee 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

October 2nd – Interest Groups’ Fair 

 

 

Just a reminder that our October meeting will be the Interest Groups’ Fair. 

Doors open at 10.30 am, with refreshments available throughout the morning. 

Come along and see what various Groups have to offer, perhaps sign up for some 

interesting ideas for new groups, or just sit and have a chat with friends. 

See you there. 

Sue and Janet 

Interest Groups’ Co-ordinators 

 

 

 

Christmas Social Meeting 11th December 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

The Tickets for the Christmas Social Meeting will be on sale at the October Interest Group 

Fair and the November 6th Open Meeting.                                                                                                                

The cost is £5.00 per ticket, ensure when you purchase your ticket you state any dietary 

requirements. i.e. vegetarian, gluten free. 

Please, also be aware of the changed date and times of the Meeting: 

Tuesday 11th December 11.00am – 2.30pm 

Ann Riley 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

History 2—another confrontation with the 

Vikings 

Earlier this year History 2 group members 

watched a DVD that provided a good basis 

regarding the origins of the Vikings and we saw 

how the Scandinavian countries are preserving 

their history. 

The next instalment followed on, looking at how 

the Vikings spread to the East, West, North and 

South leaving a lasting imprint on many 

countries. 

For the East Norse (Danes and Swedes) the 

colonization was a natural sequel to trading 

voyages and the establishment of trading posts 

on foreign soil.  In Eastern Europe the number 

of traders was small and after a couple of 

generations the Norse blended into the local 

population.  

Rus people—hence the name Russia—are 

generally understood in English-language 

scholarship as ethnically or 

ancestrally Scandinavian people trading and 

raiding on the river-routes between the Baltic 

and the Black Seas from around the eighth to 

eleventh centuries CE.  

England, Isle of Man, Scotland, Hebrides, 

Orkneys, Shetland Islands, Ireland 

The westward expansion was more extensive 

and had a greater impact on the host areas. 

There were two phases of colonization. The first 

one touched England and Scotland and, to 

some extent, Ireland. The Norse, mostly Danes 

and Norwegians became the dominating culture 

in a number of areas.  

The Danes controlled a large area of northern 

and eastern England that was known as the 

Danelaw, the Law of the Danes.  

In Scotland the Norse almost eradicated the 

cultures of the previous Picts, Britons, Angles, 

and Scots. They introduced Norse architecture, 

language, and customs and changed the 

genetic make-up of the people. 

By 840 the Norse had established permanent 

bases in Ireland from which they raided in all 

directions. One such base grew into the town of 

Dublin.  

In 871, the Vikings moved on to Wessex, 

where Alfred the Great paid them to leave. The 

army then marched to London to overwinter in 

872 before moving back to Northumbria in 873. 

It conquered Mercia in 874 and overwintered at 

Repton on the River Trent 

The stone church of St Wystan at Repton was, 

in the 9th century, the site of an Anglo-Saxon 

monastery and church. Excavations at the site 

between 1974–1988 found a D-shaped 

earthwork on the riverbank, incorporated into 

the church. Burials of Viking type were made at 

the east end of the church, and an existing 

building was cut down and converted into the 

chamber of a burial mound that revealed the 

disarticulated remains of at least 249 people, 

with their long bones pointing towards the centre 

of the burial. 

A study of the skeletal remains revealed that at 

least 80% of the individuals were male, and 

were between the ages of 15 and 45. Further 

investigation of the male skeletal remains 

revealed that they were dissimilar to the local 

population of Repton, and most likely of 

Scandinavian descent - many showed signs of 

violent injury.  

A variety of Viking artefacts, such as a 

silver Thor's hammer, were also found among 

the bones. 

We look forward to hearing more of the Viking 

story on the next DVD. 

Also we have plans to visit Derby Museum, in 

particular to see a Viking warrior’s sword. 

 

Janet Joy 

The infamous Ivar the Boneless could be buried at  

Repton 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Gardening—August 2018 meeting 

For the August meeting 17 

members of the gardening 

group visited Hydrangea 

Derby, located within Darley 

Park, which is a ‘secret 

walled garden’ housing the 

National Collection of 

Hydrangea paniculata.  A 

very interesting and 

informative guided tour 

was hosted by Alison 

Grimwood, who has been 

a volunteer there since it 

was opened to the public 

in 2009. 

The walled garden housed 

pineapple plants, etc. 

originally and therefore 

was an unusual choice for 

hydrangeas as they prefer 

a more shady and cooler 

environment.  In the recent hot weather a team 

of ‘waterers’ kept the plants going.  However the 

more sensitive varieties are placed in shaded 

areas in the outer garden. 

We were given a leaflet outlining the two 

sections of Hydrangeas i.e. Hydrangea 

(Deciduous) from which there are 6 sub 

sections each containing up to 5 varieties, of 

which paniculata is one, and Cornidia 

(Evergreen climbers) from which there are 2 sub 

sections with 5 varieties. 

Cuttings are presently being obtained from 

European contacts but hopefully in the future, 

some may also be obtained from America.  As 

all the plants cannot be housed in the garden, 

they have ‘foster parents’ such as Broomfield 

College and Lord Heseltine who are happy to 

have them in their care. 

The collection is looked after by volunteers who 

dead head, mulch and prune the plants.  Derby 

City Council, FoDOS and Community Payback 

also help with providing mulch for the beds and 

keeping paths clear.  They are also guided by 

Plant Heritage in identifying, documenting and 

preserving the specialist interest plant group 

(paniculata) which otherwise may be lost from 

cultivation. 

Below are further photos from our visit showing 

some of the Hydrangeas in the collection. 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

                

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

The visit to Darley Park was very interesting, the 

guide was very well informed, the sun shone 

and the meeting was well attended. 

The best time to see the Hydrangea collection is 

in July and early August when they make a 

spectacular sight. Try visiting next summer for a 

colourful outing. 

Barbara Bailey and Anne Wood 

 

Photography 

The presentation at last 

month’s meeting was  a 

very interesting history of 

the Arkwright family, by 

Cliff Lea. 

 

Philip Francomb 

 

 

Hydrangea Paniculata 

‘Vanille Fraise’ 

Hydrangea Arborescens 

‘Hayes Starburst’ 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Ramblers 

Our walk in September was led by Bridget and 

Doreen and started from Duffield. With the 

approach of Storm Ali, there was both wind and 

rain in the forecast, but the weather was fairly  

kind.  Although it was very blustery, especially 

on the higher ground, the rain held off until after 

we arrived back at the starting point.   

It was a circular route of around 7.5—8.2 miles, 

depending on whose phone app was consulted 

afterwards!  We had a most enjoyable walk over 

undulating countryside, with a few steep climbs 

and a great many high stiles. The route took us 

via Hazelwood, Quarndon and Windley before 

returning to Duffield for a light lunch at the White 

Hart. 

We came across 

this interesting 

spring in 

Hazelwood with 

the plaque at the 

side, indicating 

that the spout 

through which it 

now emerges was erected in 1897 to 

commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond 

Jubilee.  It is fed by a spring which has never 

been known to fail.  It was the only source of 

water for the local people at the time 

One of our members was sadly 

taken short! Oh dear, Alan! 

We were joined this time by two 

new members, who enjoyed the 

walk with us.   

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, you don’t 

have to be crazy to join 

us, but it helps! Big feet or 

small feet, we happily 

accept all comers.  So if 

you fancy our kind of 

crazy and can manage 

the distance and type of terrain, as well as climb 

over stiles, why not join us on our next walk.  

This will be on Wednesday 17th October and 

will be led by Janis and myself. 

Please note that due to a recent problem with 

our computer, we lost our Rambling Group 

contacts’ details.  So if you didn't get the group 

email about this month’s walk and wish to 

continue to receive it, please contact me again 

so I can put you back on the mailing list.  I 

apologise to anyone who was not contacted. 

Dennis Henshaw 
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Items of further interest 

 

Battle’s Over—Ringing in the Peace 

Erewash Borough Council are organising events in 

the Market Places of Ilkeston and Long Eaton on 

Sunday 11th November to mark the centenary of the 

ending of World War 1. 

In Ilkeston the event starts at 6.00 pm with wartime 

music provided by Johnny Victory and Ilkeston 

Brass. 

At 6.45 pm beacons will be lit, joining with towns across the country as part of the nation’s 

tribute to the fallen.  At 7.05 pm St Mary’s church, as well as parish churches all over the 

country and the world will sound their bells to ‘ring in the peace’.   

Tea lights will be available, for a donation, to lay at the war memorials, with proceeds going to 

the Royal British Legion.   

Refreshments will be available with the help of the Ilkeston churches.   

 

 

Poppies in the Park 

A poignant display of remembrance will transform Ilkeston’s Victoria Park, 

with thousands of knitted poppies.  The Friends of Victoria Park have 

organised the project to produce a memorial trail though the park for a family 

remembrance event to be held on Saturday 27th October from 10.00 am to 

3.00 pm.  Members of the Friends group have been knitting the poppies for several months and 

there has also been a surprising response from across the UK and beyond, even as far away 

as Australia. 

There is also a display of 364 red poppies and one white poppy in the gardens at Erewash 

Museum. 

Visitors will be able to buy the display poppies to raise money for the Royal British Legion, and 

poppy badges will also be on sale.   

 

 

Erewash Remembers 

A special exhibition at Erewash Museum will also mark the centenary of the ending of World 

War 1. 

 

Lest we forget 
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