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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th August 

at 10.00 am at The Arena 

 

Our Speaker will be  

 

ROY SMART 

 

on 
 

“AMY, WONDERFUL AMY” 

 

Think aviation for this one. 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Messages from the Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

An Invitation to All New Members 

 

 

 

There will be a New Members informal coffee morning on Monday 20 th August at 10.30am at The 

Project, Bath Street, Ilkeston. 

We would be delighted to see you.  There will be some of the Committee and some Interest Group 

Leaders there to welcome you, answer any questions and generally have an informal chat alongside a 

refreshing beverage.  (Cakes are available too.) 

Please note this event is open to all our members as well. 

See you there! 

 

 

First Aid training offered by the British Red Cross 

The British Red Cross is offering free first aid training sessions to people at greater risk of injury from 

slips, trips and falls. These sessions are designed to give people more confidence in coping with 

emergencies by stripping out all technical and clinical language, leaving just basic, common 

sense skills that people can use when in need of help. 

The sessions will last around two hours, will take place in the church hall at Nottingham 

Road Methodist Church, near the bottom of Nottingham Road in Ilkeston, sometime in 

September/October. Groups of around 20 people can be accommodated and the committee 

needs to know the level of interest within the Ilkeston U3A for this type of training. 

At the August general meeting there will be an opportunity to register your interest at the 

Theatre/Outings table where a committee member will be on hand to take down details. 

 

 Groups Round Up  
Members On Their Own - MOTO Plus  

We have been running for approximately 

seven months during which time numerous 

cups of coffee have been drunk, both at our 

monthly Friday meetings and mid month ad 

hoc get togethers. 

We have enjoyed Theatre visits, mainly the 

Duchess Theatre Long Eaton where we have 

been entertained with a variety of amateur 

productions ranging from musicals, comedies 

and ‘whodunits’. Derby Odeon has been the 

venue for the ballet as well as an assortment 

of the latest films. 

We enjoyed Sunday breakfast at the Factory 

Kitchen and excellent Sunday lunches at the 

Hogs Head, Awsworth. 

A small group enjoyed a fun afternoon at 

Crazy Golf as well as local bus outings. 

For the future we are looking for a local Pub 

Quiz Night and venues for an early evening 

meal. If you are interested in any of our 

activities you are very welcome to come and 

join us. 

Ann, Sue and Mary 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 

History 1 

History 1 did a double visit at our July meeting.    

 The first part was to the 

Wollaton Village Dovecote. 

This was built around 1565 

by Sir Francis Willoughby 

who also built Wollaton Hall, 

which nearly bankrupted him. The Dovecote 

was a shelter for domesticated pigeons. The 

birds mate about 10 times a year and their eggs 

were used for consumption along with the chicks 

when they got to about 4 weeks old. The older 

birds were cooked for a long time at a slow rate. 

The feathers were used for quilts or pillows and 

the droppings were used for a variety of things 

including fertilizer, tanning and even saltpetre for 

use in explosives. 

Upstairs is a museum which is showing 

Elizabethan clothes and the stories of Wollaton 

men who died in world war one. 

We moved on to St Leonards Church which was 

constructed in the 13th century and 

after some reconstruction and 

lengthening, in 1400, the nave and 

chancel  remained for about 600 

years. The rest of the church 

though, had been extended as the 

population grew, and a tower  was 

added. There are a number of memorials and 

tombs to the Willoughbys and an absolutely 

fascinating Antiphonal. This is a large bound 

manuscript intended for use in Church 

services  and contains sumptuous decoration 

and musical notes. Most were destroyed by  the 

Puritans but this one was digitised by 

Nottingham University where the original is now 

stored. You can access the book online and it is 

well worth looking at. 

Some of us finished up at the Admiral Rodney 

where we had a very nice meal.  

Both the Church and the Dovecote have regular 

open days and are well worth visiting. 

Colin Lee 

 

Photography 

As many members are busy at this time of the 

year, the six of us who could get to the meeting 

went to Brinsley to take some photographs.   

 

 

 

The headstocks created geometric patterns in 

the overcast light, but the sun came out later 

when we visited the church.  Of course, that was 

after an extended break at the Bowling Green 

café, and a good time was had by all. 

Philip Framcomb 

 

Gardening  

For the June meeting the 

Garden Group spent a very 

enjoyable morning in the 

sunshine in Glen and Geoff’s 

garden at West Hallam.  We 

appreciated all the hard work 

and thought that had been 

put into creating a garden 

with many areas of interest 

such as the very healthy 

vegetable area, the pond at 

the bottom of the garden, the 

rose garden and the varied collection of plants 

dotted throughout the borders. 

Members also had the opportunity to take part in 

a plant swap, which was well supported with a 

good variety of plants, and of course we enjoyed 

a drink and a chat in pleasant surroundings. 

Anne Wood 

 

Table Tennis 

On Tuesday 10th July eight members had a 

good table tennis hour at Rutland Tennis 

Centre.  I must say we are now seeing 

improvement from all members.  I think it is time 

to start a competition among us. 

Peter Winfield 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Golf 

Monday 2nd July saw seven members of the 

Golf Group brave the heat and the nine hole 

course at Trent Lock.  It is a difficult course, the 

main difficulty being finding your way around.  

Everybody struggled with the heat and the lack 

of direction, but we all enjoyed the day (except 

the barman in the club house). 

Peter Winfield 

 

Rambling 

In July the Rambling Group, led by Colin and 

Alan, enjoyed a local 7 mile walk, starting from 

the lovely village of Ockbrook.  It never fails to 

amaze us how many interesting paths and 

byways there are nearby.  This walk was no 

exception.  We set off through the village and 

found the first such path right next to The 

Settlement and Ockbrook School.  The 

Settlement was founded in the 18th century by a 

group of Moravian Christians.  They built a 

church and a manse, as well as the school, 

which is now an independent coeducational day 

and boarding school.   

Leaving Ockbrook behind we walked into 

Spondon and then to the very serene Locko 

Park, home of the Drury-Lowe family since 1790.  

The parkland makes a very pleasant walk.   

Crossing back over the A6096 we headed 

towards Dale Abbey and into Ockbrook Wood  

for an interesting walk through the trees.  Finally 

we crossed over several fields to return to 

Ockbrook. 

After many days of 

very hot weather, it 

was a mainly cloudy 

day with a welcome 

drop in the 

temperature for our 

walk.  We were cooled even further by a very 

light shower of rain, which lasted just a few 

minutes.  We concluded our walk with food and 

banter at the Royal Oak in the village  The next 

walk is on Wednesday 15th August and will be 

led by John and Ron.  Newcomers welcome. 

Dennis Henshaw 

Calligraphy 

During the Summer months the Calligraphers 

have been combining calligraphy with art and 

creativity.  The two contributions this month are a 

tribute to the celebrations of the centenary of the 

Suffragettes and both have been superimposed 

on a decorative background.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Earth is the Mother of All People’ is 

produced by Sandra as calligraphy art in a 

pyramid shape with a ghosted figure in the 

background.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Woman’ is written by Val on a background of 

sepia calligraphy. 

Linda McKay 

 

Dancing 

Please note, there will be no Dancing Group 

meeting for the month of August.   

Glenys Donson 
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Further Item of Interest 
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When June set off for her holiday in Brazil she left Dennis in charge of refreshments for the July 

open meeting, with instructions to ask someone to help him.  So he asked John, his old friend 

from his Scouting days.  Oh dear, June, they didn’t half lower the tone!  Anyone would think they 

were doing the can-can—again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally . . . 

Dennis              Kevin                 John 

Ilkeston & District Scouts Gang Show 

1967 
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