
Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 1 

 

 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd July 

at 10.00 am at The Arena 

 

Our Speaker will be  

 

DAVE HOLLIS 

 

on 
 

ALIENS AMONG US 

 

No clues for this one. 

Just be sure to turn up! 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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New Groups?  Any Ideas? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are lucky enough at Ilkeston U3A to have over 35 vibrant and diverse Interest Groups. 

But is there a subject that is missing?  Are you happy with the spread and content of the current 

Groups or is there something new you’d like to see on the list? 

At the next Open Meeting you will see some small slips on the Registration Desks asking for your 

suggestions.  Please feel free to let us know your thoughts about potential subjects. 

 

Sue Daley/Janet Joy 

Interest Group Co-ordinators 

 

 

Our Summer Social last month was most enjoyable, with delicious cream and strawberry scones or 

cheese scones for those with a less sweet tooth.  Our table quizzes kept us puzzling while we waited 

for our guest speaker, Stephen Flinders, of Ilkeston and District Local History Society, to commence 

the Hands On Quiz.  Each table was presented with an artefact from days gone by and, with a few 

clues, we had to guess what it was used for.  No doubt there were some weird and wonderful 

suggestions.  There were certainly a few surprises when the answers were given. The artefacts were 

rotated around all the tables so we all had a chance to have a guess at all the items.  A good time was 

had by all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph by Philip Francomb 

 

 

 

 

Summer Social 
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Barry Phillips 

  

It was with much sadness that we heard that Barry Phillips had died on 

Friday 22nd June after a short illness. 

Barry has been a member of Ilkeston U3A since its conception.  He 

always had a ready smile and took an active part in activities, particularly 

with the History Group, where he could be found taking photographs of 

our various outings.  He would regularly make contributions to articles, 

especially with military and mining associations. 

We will all miss his gentle manner and smiling face. 

Colin Lee 

 

Theatre Lovers 

I still have some reserved tickets for shows at the Theatre Royal and Concert Hall Nottingham, these 

are all good seats either in the stalls or First Tier. Details as below, payment this month to Barbara 

Green if you wish to go, unfortunately I am unable to come to either the July or August meetings, 

Let it be – Musical Theatre based on the Beatles music: Saturday 15th September 2.30pm – 

Concert Hall   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

We still need at least 2 more to sign up and pay for this show to go ahead at this price.  

The Comedy about a Bank Robbery – Mischief theatre: Thursday 27th September 2.00pm – 

Theatre Royal   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

Due to lack of interest I cannot get the tickets at this price and will be cancelling. 

Northern Ballet – The Three Musketeers: Saturday 6th October 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £33.00   

pay by 7th August 

10 people are needed to get the tickets at this price and so far there are only 2! If there is not 

any more interest this month I will have to cancel this show as well. 

DERBY THEATRE 

The Case of the Frightened Lady which is an Edgar Wallace thriller on Wednesday 19th September 

2.30pm  £25.00  Pay by 3rd July 

Fortunately this price is for concessions and so the 3 who have expressed interest will still be 

able to go, if they still wish to. 

 

I have been very disappointed at the lack of interest for the shows I have booked recently. I have tried 

to choose a wide range of shows at various times to cater for all tastes but do not seem to have 

succeeded, therefore I have decided to give up this role.  If you are interested in taking it over please 

contact Ann Riley or myself 

Jenny Whittaker 

 

           

Theatre Visits 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

History 2  Visit to Masson Mill 

Members of History 2 group, together with some 

of our friends from History 1, visited Masson Mill 

at Cromford 

Masson Mill is today 

recognised as the finest 

surviving example of one of 

Arkwright’s cotton mills and 

the best preserved of all the 

Arkwright cotton mills.  

Arkwright himself was semi-

literate and had started life as 

an apprentice barber/wigmaker 

in Nottingham but he was very 

interested in mechanical things 

and invented two machines, which 

revolutionised cotton spinning; one which made 

cotton yarn and one which did the carding. In 

1771 he built the first commercial water powered 

mill making cotton yarn. The main markets for 

cotton yarn were Manchester, ‘Cottonopolis’, 

and Nottingham. 

By the early 1760s Richard Arkwright was 

running a barber’s shop, a public house and 

making wigs, for which purpose he travelled the 

country to buy women’s hair. It was during this 

period he began to experiment with machinery 

to spin cotton.  

In 1786 he received a knighthood and in the 

same year began to build a mansion in 

Cromford, Willersley Castle. 

Within ten years there were 142 factories 

nationwide copying what he had done. It cost 

about £4000 to build and equip a factory. From 

1771 he continued to develop the mills and 

warehouses which are now incorporated into the 

Cromford Mills site.  

 

On the ground floor of the 1783 Masson mill, 

you can see the metal ring still fixed to the wall, 

where it is said that Richard Arkwright, (for he 

was not knighted at that time), tied up his horse. 

Masson Mills were cotton yarn producing mills 

from 1783 until 1991, when they were the oldest 

continuously working mills in the world. The 

longevity and continuity of the mills was due in 

no small measure to the sustainable power 

source of the River Derwent. Indeed the river 

still powers and sustains Masson Mills today in 

the form of hydroelectric turbines, supplying 

renewable energy to the entire Masson site, the 

surplus being fed into the National Grid. 

Masson Mill houses a fascinating collection of 

authentic historic textile machinery dating from 

the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. The collection 

includes, amongst many other items: 

• The original 1785 bell which called the 

employees to work. 

• Cotton doubling machines—some original to 

Masson Mills .The doubling frame combines the 

processes of drawing the cotton yarn and 

twisting it to give it strength. In the case of the 

doubling frame, two strands of thread are 

twisted together to give a double thickness to 

the final yarn. 

• Some of the oldest 

working looms in the world - 

still producing cloth. 

• Pirn winders—These 

automatically wind yarn from 

a cone onto a pirn, which 

then fits into a shuttle, ready 

for the looms. 

• Cotton “Mules” 

• “The Devil”—The 

Devil” was well-named. It 

was a machine which 

opened and broke up the 

raw bales of cotton using 

large rotating spikes and 

accidents occurred all too 

often. There are gruesome reports of 

millworkers falling into the working parts; the 

consequences of which were usually either fatal 

or resulted in the loss of limbs. 

• Carding engines 

• The largest bobbin collection in the world 

• Turbine House 

• Weir and Riverbank  

• Boilers and Boiler House 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

• Mill chimney—The chimney in the life of a 

mill was just as important as the machinery, the 

order book or the steam engine, for if you did not 

have the correct sized chimney, smoke from the 

boilers would not escape correctly and the 

boilers would not draw properly. Then the steam 

pressure would not be regularly sufficient to drive 

the steam engine economically and the mill 

would operate on an uneconomic basis and not 

last very long in the highly competitive 19th 

century textile industry. 

Our friendly and knowledgeable guide both 

explained and, where possible, demonstrated 

the different machines used at the mill. The 

demonstrations were very noisy and we realised 

how traumatic it must have been to work in such 

a noisy environment. 

Long hours and low pay plus the tough working 

conditions for men, women and indeed children 

made us realise how lucky we are not to have 

struggled to earn a living in those days. 

      Janet Joy 

History 2  Visit to Southwell Workhouse 

Two members of History 2 group decided to visit 

this National Trust property and were very 

pleased with the experience it offered. 

We spent two hours exploring the many rooms 

and learnt both from the written explanation 

boards and the friendly and knowledgeable 

volunteers. 

This austere building, the most complete 

workhouse in existence, was built in 1824, as a 

place of last resort for the destitute. 

Its architecture was influenced by prison design 

and its harsh regime became a blueprint for 

workhouses throughout the country. 

This rural workhouse was designed to house 

around 160 inmates. They lived and worked in a 

strictly segregated environment with virtually no 

contact between the old and infirm, able-bodied 

men and women and children 

The stories of those who lived and worked here 

in the 1840s help bring the building to life and 

prompt reflection on how society has tackled 

poverty through the centuries. 

As an added bonus, The Workhouse working in 

partnership with the National Portrait Gallery,  

presented an exhibition of photographs and 

paintings. This exhibition celebrated key figures 

in the national campaign for women. 

Many local members will have visited this 

property already but for those who have not we 

can highly recommend it. 

Janet Joy and Felicity Elder 

 

Gardening 

The May meeting to Lea Rhododendron 

Gardens was the first of our summer programme 

of visits. After many sunny days in May our visit 

fell on a rainy Friday.  However ten members 

suitably equipped, enjoyed a morning at the 

gardens.  

 We started off in the tearooms with a short talk 

by the owner Jon Tye, about the history and the 

fifty year development of the gardens and then 

strolled among the hundreds of beautiful species 

of rhododendron and azaleas which thrived on 

the damp conditions. 

Members Pat, Theo and Jean, amid the blooms of Lea 

Gardens 

Anne Wood 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Calligraphy 

 

The latest offering from a member of the 

Calligraphy Group. 

Linda McKay 

 

Ramblers 

We had a most 

enjoyable walk in 

June on a bright and 

breezy day.  We 

started in the village 

of Makeney and 

made our way to Belper, Chevin, and Milford 

and back to Makeney.  In Belper we stopped 

briefly by the imposing Strutt’s Mill and also 

walked by the rows of cottages built in the 

eighteenth century by the philanthropic Jedidiah 

Strutt for his mill workers. The cottages have 

been well maintained and are still much sought 

after today.  Leaving Belper we crossed the 

river and continued via fields and paths up to 

Chevin.  After the steep climb to the top we 

were rewarded by magnificent views across the 

Derwent Valley.  (The 

ladies on the left are not 

levitating but having a rest 

and enjoying the view!)  At 

the top we found 

ourselves walking on a 

very wide path, which we 

later discovered had 

been the subject of research by Wirksworth 

Archaelogical Society.  They had concluded that 

it was most likely Roman in origin and probably 

part of Rykneld Way.  The path brought us 

eventually to Milford, where we descended via 

the very steep Sunny Hill.  After re-crossing the 

river we returned to Makeney for a tasty post-

ramble lunch at the Holly Bush Inn, where we 

had arranged to leave our cars.   

The next walk will be on Wednesday 18th July 

and will be led by Colin and Alan.  New 

members will be most welcome. 

Dennis Henshaw 

 

Digital Photography  

Since our lady members had more important 

things to do in June, the boys had chance to 

play with boys’ toys, and practise flying a 

professional flying camera. 

Don’t believe everything you see in a 

photograph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Francomb   
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Information from Cluster U3A’s  

 

U3A 

Picnic at Ilam Hall 
(A National Trust property, post code DE6 2AZ) 

 

For U3A members from Derbyshire 
 

Tuesday 17th July 2018 
 

Bring your own food, drinks*, weather gear, something to sit on, etc. 

*but there is also a tea-room there. 

 

Parking and entrance to the grounds and hall are free to National Trust  

members.  There will be a charge for non-members (car-sharing would 

be a good idea). 

 

Meet everyone at the house entrance end of the car park by 11.30 am. 

 

We shall then walk through the grounds to find our picnic spot. 

There is nowhere to shelter from rain so please come prepared. 

If really wet, we can always go in the tea-room (but not eat our  

sandwiches there). 

 

After lunch, members may want to explore the beautiful and extensive grounds. 
 

https://www,nationaltrust.org.uk/ilam-park 
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Information from Cluster U3As continued 

 

Short Story Competition 

 

 

Beeston U3A ‘Writing for Pleasure’ Group are running a short story competition which is open to Long 

Eaton, Stapleford and Ilkeston U3As. 

The competition runs from 5th April until 6th September and is open to members whether they belong to 

a writing group or not. 

Please note that this is not a competition for professionals, so please do not enter if you have earned 

£300 or more from short story writing. 

The theme of the story:  Take a weather event and use it as inspiration for your story. 

The story must contain no more than 2,000 words. 

If you are interested and would like more information and an entry form, please email Sue Daley at 

susandaley833@btinternet.com 

Sue Daley  
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