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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st May 

at 10.00 am at The Arena 

 

Our Speaker will be  

 

GRAHAM SHORT 
 

on 
 

HANDS OF GENIUS 
 

All about miniature engraving 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Messages from the Committee 

 

A Box of Summer Delights – June Social 

In your Programmes you will see that Stephen Flinders will be coming to see us at 

the 5 June meeting, and indeed he is.  He will be testing our knowledge (and 

possibly age) on a selection of everyday objects from the past. 

Not only will we be entertained by Stephen, but cream scones (or savoury/gluten free if you ’re not into 

cream teas) and other small summer nibbles as well as a fruity drink will be available.  

We can’t guarantee beach huts or the Committee dressed in their Victorian bathers, but we hope to 

bring some Summer delight to our Meeting. 

Refreshments at Monthly Open Meetings 

For those members who were not present at the April meeting, the overwhelming vote was in favour of 

keeping the refreshments available at the beginning of the meetings. 

December Meeting/Social   

The winning vote as to what we do for our Christmas Social was to hold our meeting at The 

Arena on Tuesday 11th December between 11.00am and 3.00pm with a cold buffet to be 

provided.  Price £5.00 per member.  Details to be finalised and advertised later in the year.  

 

The Committee  

 

As mentioned at the last meeting, the following e-mail has been received from Bakewell Area 
U3A.  Any members who are interested in attending should contact them directly, as detailed 
below. 

 

A Talk by Terry Waite CBE 

Bakewell U3A is delighted to welcome Terry Waite to Bakewell as part of our 20th anniversary 
celebrations.  He needs very little introduction.  I am sure we all remember his work as advisor to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, negotiating the release of prisoners in Iran and Libya in the 1980s and his 
subsequent incarceration for 1,763 days in the Lebanon, many of these in solitary confinement. 

The talk will take place in Bakewell parish church at 3.00pm on 16th May 2018. Tickets cost £10, which 
includes light refreshments.  Any surplus funds will be shared between Ashgate Hospice, Helen's Trust 
and Shelter.  

Tickets can be purchased by sending a cheque, made payable to Bakewell Area U3A, for £10 per 
ticket, with an SAE, to Anne Peller, St Martins, Butts View, Bakewell DE45 1FE 

Many thanks 

 

Jane Burgess 

Bakewell U3A 

 

 

Talk by Terry Waite 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

Photography 

The Photography Group looked at the pictures 

submitted in the ‘Quality of Light’ competition, 

and how they might be improved using the free 

Photoscape photo editing software. 

These are the winning photographs from June 

Wallbank, Stevie Watkin, Catherine Wykes, 

Pauline Lawson, Glen Pickering, Val Jennings 

and Peter Winfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Francomb 

 

Craft Group 

May’s craft groups will be making exploding 

cards! Can you please bring: glue stick, 

scissors, pencil, ruler (with inches) and double 

sided tape. There is a lot to do in the session 

and using your own things just speeds things 

up.   

Thanks — Deb Bond 

 

History 2  

Members of History 2 were joined by friends 

from the History 1 group to hear a talk on 

“Arnold’s Folly” by Rotarian Malcolm Darroch. 

In the year 1788 Mr. Robert Davison and Mr. 

John Hawksley erected a worsted mill in the 

town of Arnold on the north bank of the River 

Leen, where now stands Navigation Row. It 

burnt down in 1791.  Shortly afterwards these 

gentlemen erected another mill, on a very 

extensive scale, the works being driven by an 

engine of sixty horsepower.  

In 1794, there were six cotton mills in 

Papplewick and Linby engaged in preparing 

cotton thread for the making of stockings, and 

for the 

Manchester 

trade .  Cotton 

was gradually 

the superseding 

thread; cotton 

and wool were 

being mixed, 

but the mill at Arnold was principally a worsted 

mill.  

It stood above the lodge at the entrance to Arnot 

Hill grounds and the row of houses opposite, 

known as Cottage Row, was occupied by the 

apprentices, of whom there were about six 

hundred, which, with four hundred adults, made 

up a workforce of one thousand. There was no 

Factory Act in those days, and the hands were 

accustomed to working long shifts, night and 

day, and as a result there was great mortality 

among the apprentices. These were mostly 

obtained from Bristol and London, out of the 

workhouses, and their age when put to the mill 

would average about twelve years. The 

mortality was so great among them that 

sometimes as many as six or seven a week 

were buried at Arnold Church. This shameful 

waste of human life was thought to have 

resulted from overwork, neglect, and the 

overcrowded state of their lodging rooms. 

It seems to have been a poor trade, with low 

wages and much child labour. Times were hard, 

and trade was bad. In France there was an 

awful revolution, and war between England and  
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

History 2 continued: 

France followed. All industries were 

disorganised, bread was exceedingly dear, and 

riots were frequent, for the people were 

starving.  

During the latter part of the summer (1793) the 

Corporation opened a subscription for the relief 

of the poor, which received very considerable 

support from a number of wealthy and humane 

inhabitants but by none so much as by Messrs. 

Davison & Hawksley, of Arnold.  

They supplied an immense quantity of corn, 

considerably below the price they had paid for it, 

for the use of their own workpeople. What is 

remarkable is that when the corn was obtained 

to supply the poor with bread there was neither 

wind nor water to grind it.   These two worthy 

gentlemen remedied this by grinding the corn in 

their own mill (which was turned by the 

machinery of their worsted mill) and sent the 

flour in their own wagons to Nottingham, free of 

all expenses. It was sold at a reduced price by 

the Corporate servants at the Malt Cross and 

thus the horrors of a famine were alleviated. 

The death of Mr. Davison and some heavy 

losses in 1809, added to the already 

encumbered state of the concern, caused the 

final stoppage of this factory, the materials of 

which were sold and taken away. 

On the 5th of February 1810, Mr. Hawksley laid 

the foundation of another mill, which required an 

engine of twenty horse power, in Butcher Close, 

Nottingham 

The workpeople must have been greatly 

aggrieved and annoyed at the pulling down and 

breaking up of the mill, leaving only the lake as 

a memento, and for two generations afterwards 

they always spoke of what is now called 

Nottingham Road as "the Folly," and the Infant 

School was spoken of as "the School in the 

Folly," or "the Folly School” In 1811 (Arnold 

Feast Week), the mill stopped, owing to the 

great depression in trade arising from the 

decrees of the Emperor Napoleon against 

British commerce, and the tremendous price of 

provisions caused by the French War.  

The apprentices were handed over to the 

recruiting sergeant, and the proprietors of the 

mill received £5 for each one enlisted. 

Mr. Davison lost his fortune in the concern, and 

his sons threw their energies into the profession 

of medicine, Samuel setting up as a surgeon in 

Arnold before moving to Carlton where he lived  

for nearly sixty years. Of his daughters, one 

married Mr. (afterwards Sir) John Robinson, and 

another married Dr. Elder, formerly of Red Hill 

Lodge.  Dr. John Davison was the first 

Physician of the Nottingham General Hospital. 

This subject was entirely new to a lot of the 

group and served to illustrate how little we often 

know about the history close to our own area. 

      Janet Joy 

 

Flat Green Bowls 

Our first session of flat green 

bowls begins on Monday 21st 

May. 

We play from 1-3 pm every first 

and third Monday from 21st May to the end of 

September. The bowls club is on the site of 

Ilkeston Rugby Club on Hallam Fields Road. We 

pay £2 a session and 50p for drinks. Just wear 

flat shoes, trainers or bare feet, all other 

equipment is provided. So far we have 9 new 

members starting as well as a few of us starting 

our third season. If you are at all interested 

contact Deb Bond 07795 191347. 

Deb Bond 

 

Gardening 

The Garden Group meet at the end of the 

month so we tend to be behind in our reporting 

of events. Our March meeting, held at the Fire 

Station, was a very lively talk entitled 

‘Composting’,  by Shirley Roberts, Senior 

Gardener at Clumber Walled Garden. We 

learned about the methods of composting and 

its many benefits, how to make compost tea— 

for using as a plant spray, not a medicinal drink, 

and many other useful tips.   

Anne Wood                                                                                                                    

Barbara Bailey                                                                                                                
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Calligraphy 

 
With the Royal Wedding due in May and it being 
reported that Meghan Markle is 'an absolute 
whizz at calligraphy,' it seems apt to contribute 
this piece of work I produced a few years ago. 
 
The Apache Wedding Blessing has several titles 
and several versions.   It is reported that its 
roots are not from the American Indian culture 
but from a poem by Elliot Arnold which was 
popularised in a western film about 1950. It has 
since become popular for weddings and for 
'renewal of vows ceremonies'. 
 
This version  is constructed in an abstract layout 
with decoration on an American Indian theme, 
based on 'Zen doodling'.   
 
Zen doodling is created by drawing pencil 
outlines around a blank sheet of paper, 
producing a non-uniformed pattern, then each 
section is filled with just one repeated character 
which can be constructed either in black and 
white, or in colour as I have chosen.  It is 
becoming a popular way of relaxing by providing 
concentration of the mind. 

Linda McKay 

Rambling 

Lady Luck was definitely on the side of the 

Rambling Group as 13 

of us enjoyed a walk on 

a beautiful warm, sunny 

day in April.  Led by 

John and Ron, we set 

off from the picturesque 

village of Osmaston, 

following trails through woodland and fields in 

the estate of the former Osmaston Manor, and 

over to the village of Shirley.   

The palatial, 19th century Osmaston Manor was 

built by Francis Wright of the Butterley Coal and 

Iron Company.  The estate had mixed fortunes 

following the death of Francis Wright and was 

demolished in 1964.   

We passed the eerily 

quaint, water powered 

Osmaston Saw Mill, 

which is now disused.  It 

was built around 1845 

and powered a thriving 

lumber business using timber from the estate.   

After a very interesting 

walk we adjourned for 

lunch in the pleasant, 

sunny garden of the 

Shoulder of Mutton pub 

in Osmaston. 

The next walk is on Wednesday 16th May and 

will be led by Bridget and Doreen.  Newcomers 

are very welcome to join us. 

Dennis Henshaw  

 

Dining Out  

The Dining Out Group has had a good start to 
2018. We began the year with three local 
venues to avoid the bad weather. They were all 
well attended by members. This month June 
has organised for us to go further afield to 
Denby. 

Mary is planning next month’s meal. She always 
finds somewhere different. 

Looking forward to the rest of the year! 

Janet Lumsden 
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Theatre Lovers, 

I have reserved some tickets for 5 new shows at the Theatre Royal and Concert Hall Nottingham, these 

are all good seats either in the stalls or First Tier. Details as below, please note the pay-by dates, these 

are set by the theatre. I would ask for payment as you sign up please. 

Let it be – Musical Theatre based on the Beatles music  Saturday 15th September 2.30pm – Concert 

Hall   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

The Comedy about a Bank  Robbery – Mischief theatre with their West End Hit  Thursday 27th 

September 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

Northern Ballet – The Three Musketeers  Saturday 6th October 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £33.00   pay 

by 7th August 

Les Ballets Trocadero de Monte Carlo – all male comedy ballet as seen on TV  Wednesday 24th 

October 7.30pm – Concert Hall  £25.50   pay by 1st May 

Sensational 60’s experience inc Mike Pender, Herman’s Hermits, The Swinging Blue Jeans, The 

Dakotas and The Fourmost  Friday 30th November 7.30pm – Concert Hall  £29.50  pay by 10th May 

Sorry this is correct, it is a 1 day only very popular show. I have had to ask the theatre for an extension to 

the pay by date so if you can get a cheque or cash to me before 10th May that would be ok. 

 

If anyone is interested in the classic thriller season which runs from 31st July into August could they let me 

know. The plays this year are Sleighed to Death, A Touch of Danger, The Scarlet Pimpernel and The 

Nightmare Room.  If we could get 10+ the cost would be £20.50 per show or £60.50 for all four. 

So far I have only had one enquiry for this and so if I do not get any more interest this month I am afraid 

that this will not be going ahead. 

 

Derby Theatre 

I have reserved some tickets for The case of the frightened lady which is an Edger Wallace thriller on 

Wednesday 19th  September 2.30pm cost £25.00  Pay by 3rd July 

 

Nottingham Playhouse 

There is a new season of shows including the Broadway musical Sweet Charity. 

I will not be booking seats at the Playhouse due to the difficulty of getting a number of seats all at the 

same price! However if there are a few of you interested I don’t mind doing the Admin but it would be 

strictly cash before booking. 

PLEASE NOTE I have only booked the number of seats shown on the Interest sheets. The reduced 

prices are based on a number of people attending, if we cannot reach these numbers, we can either pay 

a higher price or  

Jenny Whitttaker (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  

 

 

           

Theatre Visits 
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At the end of March twenty-nine members enjoyed a visit to the King Richard III Centre in Leicester.  We 

started our visit with a talk about the “King Under the Car Park” and were then free to explore all the 

exhibits individually.  Having the talk first made the visit even more interesting and easier to follow.  We 

had the history of the time of King Richard and the events leading to his death, as well as how the 

discovery of his grave began and the detective work which followed to verify his identity.    A visit to the 

Cathedral afterwards, to see the tomb where he was reinterred, completed the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Green 

 

Comments by Deb and Ian Bond 

The visit to the King Richard III Exhibition was a trip we could have done by ourselves but was much 

better appreciated in a group.  “Thank you” to Barbara for organising this for us. Going as a group we had 

a discount, and we do love a bargain, but much more importantly, we had a brilliant talk which made the 

rest of the visit even more meaningful. 

Barbara’s hard work organising trips like this will be really missed. 

Deb and Ian Bond 

           

Richard III Visit 

Facial reconstruction 

Throne Room Crown 

Actual grave Tomb Leicester Cathedral 

with statue of King 

Richard in front 
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