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ILKESTON U3A 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13 MARCH 2018 

 

PRESENT:  Ann Riley, Valerie Buxton, June Harrison, Susan Daley, Ann Richards, Marian 
Stopper, Janet Joy 
APOLOGIES:  John Bell, Robin Short 
 

In attendance:  Joanne Feneley 

18.021 Welcome   

 Special welcome to Joanne who was attending the meeting as a visitor  
   

18.022 Minutes of meeting held on 8 February 2017  

 Confirmed as accurate and signed  
   

 Actions confirmed: 
Noted with thanks that Ann Shoebridge has confirmed that she will 
continue to manage the website. 
 

We think that John Bell has spoken to Barbara Green about continuing to 
organise trips, but Ann Riley will clarify. 
 

 
 
 
 

Ann Riley 

18.023 Committee  

 a.   Induction/Refresher Training  

 Confirmed that a training session will be arranged for 8 May 2018. Ann Riley 
   

 b.  Information on website/email contacts  

 Ann Shoebridge has advised that committee members could be provided 
with email addresses which are accessible from the website, provided that 
they also had access to an appropriate email programme (Outlook).   
Agreed that it would be helpful to ask Ann to attend the 8 May 2018 training 
session to explain this in greater detail and accept her offers of assistance. 

 

   

18.024 Monthly Meetings  

 a.  Noted that Ann Riley and Ann Richards will not be at the April meeting.  
Sue Daley will chair the meeting and also welcome and introduce the 
speaker.   Ann Richards to pass speaker details to Sue Daley.   
Val Buxton, and other committee members if necessary, will help with the 
registration desk. 

 
 
Ann Richards 

   

 b.  Programme Planning Sub Group – notes of recent meeting have been 
circulated.   Agreed that the options available for Christmas 2018 – should 
be set out on a simple voting form and be available for April so that a 
democratic decision is taken.   
 
The June meeting will be billed as “Summer Delights” and will include an 
activity provided by an external speaker (Stephen Flinders of Ilkeston 
History Society). 

 

   

 c.  Book sales  - Sue Daley has contacted the current team of volunteers 
who store books.   There are mixed results with at least one member who 
cannot continue to help with this task.   Sue Daley agreed to submit an item 
to the newsletter to remind members that there is scope for donating and 
buying books and this facility will be ongoing provided that there are 
sufficient helpers to maintain it. 

 

   

 d.  Visitor Packs – Marian Stopper advised that a simple visitor pack 
containing nationally produced leaflets, a local information sheet and a 
printed programme was available.  The local information sheet will be 
updated/amended to show correct appropriate contact numbers and 
Marian will create a few packs to be available from April onwards. 

 
 
 

Marian 
Stopper 
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 e.  Health and Safety – fire certificates and the health and safety policy 
need to be regularly reviewed and updated as necessary.   Include on the 
agenda for next meeting. 

Ann Richards 
for agenda 

   

18.025 Equipment  

 A number of issues relating to equipment (its storage, record keeping, and 
transporting to meetings) were identified.   Notification has been received 
that it is proposed to introduce a fee for storing equipment at Trefoil House. 
After discussions the following actions were agreed: 

 

 a. carry out a visual audit/check of what equipment is currently stored 
at Trefoil House, to determine if this is still needed.    

b. if storage space is needed for equipment used by interest groups, 
then any associated costs at the preferred location should be met 
by the specific group(s) 

c. if storage space is needed for equipment used by and for the 
benefit of the full membership, the extent of this needs to be 
determined and all available options explored  

d. after completion of this audit, the equipment register will be updated 
and accurate information included in the end of year accounts 

 

The noticeboards used at monthly meetings have been reduced from four 
to one – this has been achieved by the use of folders or similar to display 
information about interest groups.   The remaining noticeboard is currently 
used to display essential documents such as the constitution, public liability 
insurance etc.   These documents could, however, be made accessible at 
meetings without the need for a noticeboard and it was agreed to create 
photocopies of them and place on a table adjacent to the folders with 
interest group information. 
 

Action: 
June Harrison will contact Trefoil House to arrange to visit on 24 March 
2018 (if possible) to carry out a visual audit/check of U3A equipment 
currently held there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June Harrison 

 

   

18.026 Record Keeping – Data Protection and Document Control  

 Advice and information has been circulated by the Third Age Trust in 
relation to new regulations covering Data Protection that come into effect 
from 25 May 2018.   The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
places responsibilities on charities (including the U3A) on how personal 
data is collected, used and stored.    
 
Thanks were expressed to Marian Stopper who has already reviewed the 
current membership application form to assess its compliance with the new 
regulations and has prepared a new draft version that could be used.   It 
was agreed to form a small working group to look in greater detail at the 
implications for all our forms, record keeping and document control.   This 
group to be Ann Riley, Janet Joy, Marian Stopper, Valerie Buxton and 
Susan Daley.  The group agreed to meet as soon as possible and to invite 
Andrew Hawkins to join them in an advisory capacity. 

 

   

18.027 Suggestion Box  

 Two suggestions received:  

 a.  charitable donations (making provision for these) 
The rules covering charities are such that it is not acceptable for charities 
to make direct donations to other charities. 
There had been a recent occasion when individual members made a 
personal financial donation to a charity during a monthly meeting, but it was 
agreed that this should not be repeated on any kind of regular basis. 
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The originator of the suggestion was informed and confirmed that the 
explanation was accepted. 
 
b.  tea/coffee at monthly meetings 
Some positive comments had been received about the arrangements for 
providing refreshments on arrival.   Nevertheless, a suggestion had been 
made that this should be changed. 
It was agreed to explain the pros and cons in the newsletter and to ask 
members at the April monthly meeting to express their opinions by a “show 
of hands” vote.  
Susan Daley and June Harrison to prepare an article for the newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Daley/ 

June Harrison 
   

18.028 Routine Reports  

 a.  Finance Report  

 The report has been circulated.   Val Buxton advised that if annual income 
does exceed £5,000, we would not be required to make an individual 
registration with the Charity Commission until the end of the following 
financial year. 
 
Thanks expressed to those who had provided signatures to the HSBC.  
There had been a small delay because of an administrative error by the 
bank, but it is anticipated that the new mandates will become operative 
within the next few days. 

 

   

 b.  Membership Report  

 Report circulated.   Membership is now 215 which shows a healthy 
situation. 

 

   

 c. Interest Group Co-ordinator  

 Invitations to group leaders to meet for a lunch time training session in April 
have been circulated and a good response has been received.  The 
training will include fire safety and data protection.  Andrew Hawkins will 
also use the opportunity get information from group leaders about visits to 
(and from) other U3A members at interest groups. 

 

   

18.029 Reports from other meetings  

 a.  Derbyshire Network  

 Ann Riley and Val Buxton had attended a useful meeting.  There may be a 
future requirement for U3A’s to adopt policies for equality and diversity, 
sexual harassment and safeguarding.   Some financial points had also 
been confirmed and clarified, particularly in relation to social activity. 
Advice given that the U3A insurance policy does not include grandchildren 
who accompany members. 

 

   

 b. National – nothing to report  
   

18.030 Other Business  

 a.  Advertisement in NG16 magazine  

 The U3A advertisement in this magazine is inaccurate.   Val Buxton agreed 
to contact the magazine and ask that the advertisement is not repeated in 
future issues. 

Val Buxton 

   

 b.  New Members Coffee mornings  

 Agreed to hold the next informal session for new members on Monday 16 
April 2018 at 10.30 am.   New members to be invited to meet with 
committee and other members at the Project, Bath Street, Ilkeston. 
June Harrison and Marian Stopper to submit the details for inclusion in the 
next newsletter. 

 
 

June Harrison 
Marian 

Stopper 
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18.030 Next Meeting  

 Agreed to change the date of the next meeting to 17 April 2018 at 1.30 pm. 
If possible use the Fire Station Community room as venue.  Ann Riley to 
check.   Apologies from Ann Richards noted. 
 

All 

 


