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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

TUESDAY 5TH JUNE 

 

 

JUNE SOCIAL 

 

‘A BOX OF SUMMER DELIGHTS’ 

 

There will be scones and jam as well as 

Stephen Flinders quizzing us on 

Objects from the Past 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 2 

 

 

 

 

Messages from the Committee 

 

 

Dear Members, 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a very sincere Thank You to all of the Members of 

Ilkeston U3A for their overwhelming support, both written and verbal, which the Committee 

and myself have received since the publication of the anonymous letter. 

I think the time has come now to remove the offending item from our monthly Newsletter and, 

for the sake of Ilkeston U3A, the matter must be firmly closed. 

We should all be looking forward and continuing to make our U3A the warm and welcoming 

environment which we all can take pride in and enjoy. 

Thank you once again for your invaluable support, which was and still is very much 

appreciated by the Members of the Committee and myself. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Riley 

Chair, Ilkeston U3A 

 

The two letters below have been included here at the request of the senders. 

To whom it may concern 

I would like to express my disgust at the 

cowardly and backhanded way that 

‘Anonymous’ complained about our U3A 

and the way that he/she attacked several 

members of our past and present 

committee. 

If the way our members reacted to our 

Chair’s announcement regarding said 

complaint is anything to go by, then it’s 

apparent that our committee has 100% 

support from its members.  Having served 

on the committee myself for several years I 

know too well the work that’s involved and 

when someone such as ‘Anonymous’ 

makes this kind of attack it’s extremely 

difficult not to take it personally. 

What’s apparent is that ‘Anonymous’ is not 

happy being a member of Ilkeston U3A and 

there’s a very simple solution to this 

dilemma – leave!  PLEASE!!! 

Ann Shoebridge 

To whom it may concern 

I find myself appalled that anyone would have the audacity 

to send an anonymous letter of this nature to the National 

Office of the U3A.  There is a very simple method of 

recording and registering a complaint and that is to notify the 

committee directly and ask for a meeting, or address the 

matter at the next monthly meeting.  Obviously, you do not 

have the confidence, ability or the courage to take this step.  

Instead you attempt to undermine a hardworking and 

dedicated committee who are working their socks off to run 

Ilkeston U3A.  Every committee I have come across has had 

difficulty in filling committee seats at some time or other, due 

to a variety of reasons, but these isolated incidents always 

work out in the end.  But a satisfactory outcome to any 

problem is never achieved by complainants hiding behind 

anonymous letters.  It is upsetting to present committee 

members and deters new applicants putting their names 

forward.  In short, your actions are unhelpful, damaging, 

undemocratic and, quite frankly, show a very twisted 

mentality. 

I haven’t personally spoken to every member of Ilkeston 

U3A, but I have spoken to a fair number and, so far, have 

failed to find anyone who agrees with your actions or 

complaints.  In fact, the majority are very angry and, quite 

frankly, totally disgusted with your attitude.  The general 

opinion is that your attitude is totally unsuited to the wants 

and needs of the U3A organisation. 

Yours faithfully, 

Alwyn and Dawn Holmes 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

History 1 

The History Group made a return visit to Codnor 

Castle last month and had a very informative 

and interesting guide in Trevor Middleton, who 

is a trustee of the Castle.  We were shown the 

surviving building and the changes made by the 

successive owners.   

It was used as a mustering point for soldiers 

and archers used in many battles, including 

Agincourt and later, the Wars of the Roses. 

The Castle was shown to be held by William 

Peveril in the Domesday Book of 1086 until it 

passed into the ownership of the De Grey 

family. After Henry De Grey died, it passed to 

his cousin, John Zouche.  Eventually, in 1501, 

King Henry VII bought it for his son, Prince 

Henry of York (who later became Henry VIII).  

But it was sold back to the Zouche family in 

1509.  However, protracted legal claims to the 

ownership continued until the 1540’s.  After a 

period of relative calm it was sold in 1634 to 

Archbishop Sir Richard Neile of York.  He never 

lived there but split the estate into tenanted 

farms and sold stone from the castle for a profit.  

It was sold on in 1692 to Sir Streynsham 

Master, whose family held it until it was sold to 

the Butterley Company in 1862. 

The estate was founded on coal and ironstone 

and was at the forefront in manufacturing which 

led to its wealth throughout its history. 

It was an excellent visit and some took the 

opportunity for a meal at the Thorn Tree to 

complete the day. 

Colin Lee 

 

Classic Books  

We continue to meet monthly at members 

homes in turn and we usually have a lively 

discussion on the book we have read that 

month.  As each person hosts the meeting then 

they have chosen the book that month.  We 

have just read The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie 

by Muriel Spark, perhaps better known as the 

author of 101 Dalmatians.  The Edinburgh 

teacher in the 1930’s encourages her pupils to 

learn about art and romantic ideals, but as her 

own love triangle grows she becomes more 

manipulative with her “Brodie Set”, causing 

friction with the Headmistress.  The book this 

month is The Sandcastle by Iris Murdoch, and 

June’s book will be Brideshead Revisited, by 

Evelyn Waugh. 

June Harrison 

 

Classical Music  

Welcome to our new member who joined us for 

the first time at our April meeting.  This brings 

our group to a very healthy ten members.  We 

meet monthly in each other’s homes and sit and 

relax and listen to our hand-picked choices of 

music.  We have a wide eclectic range between 

us from high opera to brass bands.  Last 

meeting saw us enjoying the overture from 

Mozart’s Magic Flute, The Serenade 

Melancolique by Tchaikovsky, The William Tell 

Overture by Rossini and Bruch’s Violin 

Concerto.  We also managed to fit in the 

Intermezzo from Cavaliera Rusticana, 

Mendelssohn’s Hebridean Overture and a 

traditional tune called Athenray by Underhill.  I 

shall have to lie down after spelling all those 

names! 

June Harrison 

 

Gardening 

The speaker for the April Garden Group 

meeting was Alan Clements owner of Cascades 

Gardens, Bonsall.  His talk, Gardening with 

Nature, introduced us to the way the Chinese 

and Japanese create their own ‘Paradise 

Gardens’, touching on the ideas behind the 

creation of Tao and Feng Shui gardens. His talk 

was illustrated by slides taken when he visited 

gardens in China, Japan, and India, and how he 

has created his own Feng Shui garden at 

Bonsall.  A talk to whet the appetite for travel to 

far off places.   

Anne Wood 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Hand Bell Ringing 

For Whom the Bells Toll! 

If reading music was, or was not, ever your thing; 

And you can, or cannot, hold a note when you sing; 

Whether, or not, you play musical instruments badly 

or well; 

Then why don’t you have a go at ringing a hand bell? 

 

We practise on Fridays, our skills to embellish; 

You’d be welcome to join just for a taster should you 

wish. 

The second and fourth Fridays from two ‘til half-

three, 

Trefoil House, Off Dale View, is THE place to be. 

 

Your cerebellum will get a gentle work-out for sure; 

Multi-tasking for brain health is good—and what’s 

more, 

It’s light-hearted and fun, ringing tunes old and new; 

The only thing missing from all this is you! 
 

 

Thank you to member Val Buxton for the poem 

above, which we hope will encourage a few 

more people to join us. 

Brenda Straw 

 

Ramblers 

In May the Rambling Group were led by Bridget 

and Doreen on a walk through the historic 

landscape around Breaston and Draycott. St. 

Michael’s church in Breaston dates from the 

early 13th century.  It was then a chapel where 

only mass was said.  All weddings, baptisms 

and funerals had to take place at St. Chad’s in 

Wilne to the south.  Coffins were carried across 

the fields from Breaston to Wilne and the  route 

became known as the Coffin Walk. 

The plaque on the fence is above a stone slab 

lying on the ground 

and the picture shows 

what would have been 

a resting place for 

those carrying the 

coffins to put them 

down. There is only 

the top slab there now, which would probably 

have been on pillars, as shown. 

We walked beside part of the Draycott section 

of the Derby Canal, which is in the process of 

being reinstated.  At this point there is just a 

narrow trickle of the canal and lots of bulrushes, 

but when reinstated will be a very beautiful 

section. Volunteers and funds are being sought. 

It was an informative walk and Doreen and 

Bridget pointed out various places and items of 

interest on the way.  The Draycott Victoria Mills, 

built between 1888 to 1907 has an impressive 

green ornamental clock tower, which can be 

seen for quite a distance.  It was built as a lace 

factory originally and was later occupied by J. H 

Parry, manufacturers of electrical components.  

Now the building is being transformed into 

apartments. 

At the end of our very pleasant walk we called in 

at the Bull’s Head in Breaston for refreshments 

and a lot of banter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next walk will be on Wednesday 20th June 

and will be led by Janis and myself.  New 

members are very welcome.  If anyone is 

interested in joining us on the next walk please 

contact me for further information. 

Dennis Henshaw 

 

Table Tennis 

On Tuesday 8th May, the third session of the 

Table Tennis Group, nine members played in 

groups of four at the Rutland Tennis Centre.  

We are all improving bit by bit and hopefully we 

will be able to sort out a competition to make it 

interesting.  There is room for more to come 

along.  The next session is on Tuesday 12th 

June at 10.00 am. 

Peter Winfield 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Golf 

On Monday 7th May seven members of the Golf 

Group enjoyed a very warm Bank Holiday on 

the Tower Course at Morley Hayes.  There were 

some good scores all round on the day.  This 

week we missed The Captain and The Bandit, 

so I am pleased to say my score came out the 

best, closely followed by Andrew, Ron, John 

and Greg.  Afterwards we enjoyed a well earned 

drink in the new Clubhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Winfield 

 

Photography 

For the May meeting the Photography Group 

took advantage of the perfect weather to take 

some photographs at Colliers Wood, and 

managed to find the latest arrivals of goslings 

on the lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Francomb 

History 2 

The Vikings, 800 to 1066 

We refreshed our 

knowledge about the 

Viking era prior to watching a DVD with the 

origins of these Norsemen.  

The story of the Vikings in Britain is one of 

conquest, expulsion, extortion and reconquest. 

Their lasting legacy was the formation of the 

independent kingdoms of England and Scotland 

Surviving place names show us that the 

Orkneys and Shetlands, and the mainland of 

Caithness and Sutherland, were heavily settled 

by Norwegians.  

Viking Religion 

The Vikings are broadly viewed as pagan 

plunderers, but they were quick to adopt 

Christianity alongside their own gods. 

How do we know about the Vikings? 

Their sagas and chronicles tell us much about 

the Vikings, but runes, coins and even DNA can 

tell us plenty more. 

·  Vikings didn't wear horned helmets.—Pretty 

much every single Viking costume you have 

seen in a movie or video game is a lie. These 

warriors usually went into battle bareheaded or 

with a close fitting helmet . The whole horned-

helmet idea came about in Victorian times when 

Vikings were romanticized. Painters began to 

depict them as glamorous savages with horned 

helmets; however, nothing found during the 

Viking Age shows this image to be in the least 

bit authentic·  

·  Vikings were known for their excellent 

hygiene.—Several Viking excavations have 

turned up razors, combs, tweezers, and even 

ear cleaners. It turns out these savage warriors 

cared quite a lot about their personal hygiene. 

Historians also believe that the typical Viking 

citizen bathed at least once a week, far more 

than any other European group during that time. 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

·  Vikings used a unique liquid to start fires.—

Vikings lived a large part of their lives on the go. 

Because they did not have lighters, they would 

collect a tree fungus called touchwood, and boil 

it for several days in their own urine. After the 

mixture was done, they would pound it into a felt 

like substance. The sodium nitrate found in the 

urine would mix with the touchwood and make 

the mixture easily combustible, so they could 

easily start a fire while on the road.  

·  Vikings buried their dead in boats.—Vikings 

loved their boats, and the Scandinavian culture 

was extremely superstitious. It was considered 

a great honour for a person to be mummified, 

dressed in finery, and placed to rest in a ship. 

They believed that these ships would transcend 

the dead into the afterlife. Distinguished warriors 

and highborn women were often put to rest in 

vessels, surrounded by valuable goods and 

sacrificed slaves· 

·   Vikings were active in the slave trade.—Many 

Viking businessmen made small fortunes by 

capturing women and young men and then 

selling them in giant slave markets across the 

Middle East and Europe. These slaves were 

usually referred to as thralls, and came from 

Celtic, Anglo-Saxon and Slavic settlements 

raided by the Vikings. 

· Viking women enjoyed some basic rights. 

They had the right to inherit property, file for a 

divorce, and even reclaim settlements if the 

marriage failed. 

During the Viking Era, having blonde hair was 

really “in” with the cool crowd. Therefore, 

brunette Vikings, mostly men, would use a 

heavily concentrated soap with high levels of lye 

that would bleach their hair. Historians believe 

that aside from being part of their culture’s 

beauty ideal, the bleached hair would also help 

keep lice away. 

This DVD provided a good basis regarding the 

origins of the Vikings and we saw how the 

Scandinavian countries are preserving their 

history. 

We decided to watch another disc in the Viking 

series at a meeting later in the year. 

Janet Joy 

Calligraphy 

These are three pieces of calligraphy from two 

of the Calligraphers.  The first is written in 

foundational Hand using a fine nib and 

decorated with Celtic style flowers.  The second 

is written in Italic style and the third is written in 

Cursive style, both on decorative backing paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda McKay 
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Theatre Lovers, 

Some of us have been very fortunate to attend two excellent shows recently. Firstly we went to see 

‘Remembering Fred’.  What a show! The costume changes were numerous and so quick. Although 

Alijash and Janette were the stars of the show, and who knew that they could sing so well? The rest of 

the dancers and singers were fantastic. Secondly we went to see ‘The Jersey Boys’.  It took us back to 

our youth, we could hear the original group singing their songs, along with the actual story of their life at 

this time. I for one didn’t know half of this story. We didn’t want the show to end and we clapped until our 

hands were sore, then we went home on a high, singing the songs in our heads until we had fallen 

asleep.  It was the best show I have seen in a long while. 

I still have some reserved tickets for 3 new shows at the Theatre Royal and Concert Hall Nottingham, 

these are all good seats either in the stalls or First Tier. Details as below, please note the pay by dates, 

these are set by the theatre.  If possible I would ask for payment as you sign up please. 

Let it be – Musical Theatre based on the Beatles music — Saturday 15th September 2.30pm – Concert 

Hall   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

The Comedy about a Bank  Robbery – Mischief theatre with their West End Hit —Thursday 27th 

September 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

Northern Ballet – The Three Musketeers — Saturday 6th October 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £33.00   

pay by 7th August 

 

As only one person expressed an interest in the classic thriller season I will not be looking to 

reserve any tickets for these shows  

 

Derby Theatre 

I have reserved some tickets for The case of the frightened lady which is an Edgar Wallace thriller on 

Wednesday 19th September 2.30pm cost £25.00  Pay by 3rd July 

 

PLEASE NOTE I have only booked the number of seats shown on the interest sheets. The reduced 

prices are based on a number of people attending, if we cannot reach these numbers, we can either pay 

a higher price or cancel the reservation. 

Jenny Whitttaker 

 

 

 

 

           

Theatre Visits 
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Information from local and other Derbyshire U3A’s 

 

Subject: Stapleford U3A Cemetery project 

Hi, 

My name is Sharon Bosworth and I am Family History Group coordinator for the Stapleford and District 

U3A.  Last year we took on the task of recording the gravestone memorials at our local cemetery. The 

first part is now complete and as well as having books printed for our Local Studies Libraries I have 

created a website.  With this in mind I am here to ‘spread the word’ so to speak.  We started this 

because we wanted to ‘put something back’ and if we can help someone go one step further in their 

genealogical research then we would consider our job well done.  Would it be possible for you to help 

us in this quest by passing this information on and sharing the link with your members and anyone else 

you think may be interested. 

Website: https://staplefordcemeterymemorials.wordpress.com/ 

Thank you in advance, 

Sharon Bosworth  

Email: sbosworth1950@gmail.com 

 

Holidays 

 

 

 

 

And Ilkeston U3A Members are invited! 
 

Belper U3A Travel Group, “Golden Gappers”, organise holidays so their members can enjoy trips 

abroad in a supportive group of friendly people. 

They work with a reputable travel company who provide the security of ATOL/ABTA insurance, 24 

hour telephone emergency contact and give excellent support. 

In 2018 “Golden Gappers” will be visiting Puglia in Italy and, hopefully, Seville and Granada.  (They do 

like travellers to share rooms, as it cuts down the cost.) 

If any Ilkeston U3A members are interested you can contact the organiser directly for more information 

or to arrange individual bookings.  You don’t have to become a member of Belper U3A. 

Contact Maureen Sanders:  tel: 01332 557669  or  

Email: sanders.gisborne@ntlworld.com 

Or pick up a copy of their flyer at our Ilkeston Open Meeting. 
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Information from local and other Derbyshire U3A’s 
continued 

 

U3A 

Picnic at Ilam Hall 
(A National Trust property, post code DE6 2AZ) 

 

For U3A members from Derbyshire 
 

Tuesday 17th July 2018 
 

Bring your own food, drinks*, weather gear, something to sit on, etc. 

*but there is also a tea-room there. 

 

Parking and entrance to the grounds and hall are free to National Trust  

members.  There will be a charge for non-members (car-sharing would 

be a good idea). 

 

Meet everyone at the house entrance end of the car park by 11.30 am. 

 

We shall then walk through the grounds to find our picnic spot. 

There is nowhere to shelter from rain so please come prepared. 

If really wet, we can always go in the tea-room (but not eat our  

sandwiches there). 

 

After lunch, members may want to explore the beautiful and extensive grounds. 
 

https://www,nationaltrust.org.uk/ilam-park 
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Information from local and other Derbyshire U3As 
continued 

 

Short Story Competition 

 

 

Beeston U3A ‘Writing for Pleasure’ Group are running a short story competition which is open to Long 

Eaton, Stapleford and Ilkeston U3As. 

The competition runs from 5th April until 6th September and is open to members whether they belong to 

a writing group or not. 

Please note that this is not a competition for professionals, so please do not enter if you have earned 

£300 or more from short story writing. 

The theme of the story:  Take a weather event and use it as inspiration for your story. 

The story must contain no more than 2,000 words. 

If you are interested and would like more information and an entry form, please email Sue Daley at 

susandaley833@btinternet.com 

Sue Daley  
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