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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd April 

at 10.00 am at The Arena 

 

There is a change to the advertised talk and we will welcome 

 

ROSEMARY BENEY 

 

who will be telling us about 

 

THE LAST TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OF THE ROMANOVS 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Messages from the Committee 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Calling All New Members 

There will be a New Members’ informal coffee morning on Monday 16th April at 10.30am at 

The Project, Bath Street. 

We would be delighted to see you there so some of the Committee and some Interest Group Leaders 

can get to know you, answer any questions and generally have an informal chat alongside a 

refreshing beverage.  (Cakes are available too.) 

Please note this event is open to all our members as well. 

See you there! 

 

Books 

Just a reminder that, whenever possible, there are second-hand books for sale at our monthly Open 

Meetings.  Paperbacks are 50p and hardbacks £1 each. 

We do rely on the generosity of our members to store a few of these books and 

bring them to the meetings, so if you could do this please contact a Committee 

Member at one of the meetings.  Thank you. 

 

 

The Practicalities and Pitfalls of Refreshments 

As you are all aware, at present refreshments are available before the monthly Open Meetings.  

However, the Committee has received a suggestion that this should be reviewed.  Below are some 

options:- 

Option 1: Before the meeting 

Pluses: 

• No long queues are formed because people are arriving over a period of approximately thirty 

minutes.  This helps to make it more relaxed and people can organise and serve the refreshments 

at a less frenetic pace. 

• The noise of the boilers heating the water does not disturb the meeting as they have been 

switched on earlier and are ready. 

• Cups are returned, stacked and tables cleared before the start of the meeting. 

Minuses: 

• Some members may only recently have had breakfast and do not want a drink.  

• If members arrive only five minutes before the start of the programme, they have very little time to 

enjoy their drink. 

• People leave immediately after the Speaker as there are no available refreshments over which to 

catch up and have a chat with fellow members. 

                     /continued over 
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Option 2: After the meeting 

Pluses: 

• The room is available until 12.30pm so after the Speaker, members can have a drink and socialise. 

• There is a longer period to enjoy your drink. 

Minuses: 

• Members would have to wait for between 5 and 10 minutes after the Speaker has finished, whilst the 

boilers heat up as they cannot be switched on (due to the noise) whilst someone is speaking. 

• The crockery tends to be left scattered around the room if members are not reminded to take them 

back to the serving tables. 

• Queuing cannot be avoided and congestion will become a problem.. 

 

Option 3:  Refreshments served before and after the meeting 

Pluses: 

• Members have a choice as to when they can have a drink. 

• Less rushing to get a drink, smaller queues – therefore minimum congestion. 

• Members would stay longer at the meetings, with more interaction between members. 

• Time to look at Notices, Books and Theatre Outings at a more leisurely pace. 

Minuses: 

• There may be a crockery issue.  The Arena limit us to a certain number of cups and an extra charge 

would be made by them if we required more. 

Solution: Members who have a drink prior to the meeting and want another, could hang onto their 

used cups. 

• Boilers would have to be refilled.  There is no water available upstairs. 

 Solution:  A couple of water carriers would need to be in place to refill the boilers. 

• Extra supplies would have to be purchased, therefore a charge of 50p per member (irrespective of 

whether a member has 1 or 2 drinks) would have to be levied. 

Voting 

As this issue needs to be resolved, we will be asking Members to vote on which Option they 

prefer at the April meeting. 

Thank you for your patience. 

The Committee 

 

 

 

Messages from the Committee 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 4 

 

 

 Groups Round Up  

 

History 2  

In March History 2 watched a DVD 

about King Arthur, narrated by the late 

Richard Harris.  Scholars have long 

argued about whether King Arthur 

actually existed or whether he was in 

reality a legendary character formed through the 

amalgamation of a series of separate historical 

and mythological figures. 

But the discovery by English Heritage-funded 

archaeologists of a probable Dark Age palace at 

Tintagel will certainly trigger debate in Arthurian 

studies circles – because, in medieval tradition, 

Arthur was said to have been conceived at 

Tintagel as a result of an illicit union between a 

British King and the beautiful wife of a local 

ruler. 

The great legendary king is most likely based on 

an actual historical figure from the 5th or 6th 

centuries CE. The difficulty in identifying Arthur 

as a certain historical figure is due to the 

primary sources which first tell his story. 

Richard Harris takes us on a 

journey through Britain and 

takes us to places commonly 

linked to Arthur such as 

Tintagel, Glastonbury and 

Cadbury Hill in Somerset.  

Here he shows us the evidence collected so far 

and presents to us the conclusions scholars all 

over the world have agreed upon so far 

No definite answer yet, but still intriguing and 

shedding new light upon the legends. 

Those who are eager to know the truth, or rather 

an attempt to unravel the truth should definitely 

watch this DVD! 

The association of Arthur and Glastonbury goes 

back at least to the early Middle Ages. In the 

late 12th century the monks of Glastonbury 

Abbey announced that they had found the grave 

of Arthur and Guinevere, his queen. According 

to the monks, an excavation found a stone 

inscribed, "Here lies Arthur, king." Below the 

stone they found the bones of a large man with 

a head wound and the smaller skeleton of a 

woman. The monks reburied the bones in the 

grounds of the abbey, where they were a very 

handy draw for pilgrims. The site of the grave 

can be seen today in the abbey 

grounds. Unfortunately the Abbey was a 

casualty in Henry VIII’s reformation. 

Glastonbury Tor, the 

enigmatic conical hill that 

rises above Glastonbury, has 

been linked with the Isle of 

Avalon, where King Arthur was buried after his 

death. This isn't so far-fetched as it may sound, 

for a millennium ago the water level was much 

higher, and the tor after heavy winter rain would 

indeed have been an island. Avalon was also 

called "the isle of glass" which does suggest 

similarities to the name "Glastonbury".  

Although we all watched the video in silent awe 

the after-film discussion was lively and 

interesting. 

      Janet Joy 

 

MOTO Plus  -  “Sandcastles”, Sunday Lunch, 

“Sit Down You’re Rocking the Boat” and 

more 

In February some members enjoyed a visit to 

the Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton to see an 

excellent AmDram production (Sandcastles) 

about the owners of two beach huts who were 

worried that their peace and quiet and patch of 

precious sand, would be usurped by whoever 

turned up to rent an adjoining hut.  Needless to 

say mayhem was assured. 

Another group were thoroughly entertained at 

the Duchess by the Long Eaton Youth Group’s 

performance of the classic Guys ‘n’ Dolls. 

We can highly recommend the Duchess Theatre 

for its diversity of productions and very 

reasonable ticket prices.   

Twelve of us had a great Sunday carvery at the 

Hogs Head, Awsworth.  The food was good and 

under £7 for the smaller portion, what was there 

not to like. (No one went for the full portion.) 

Dessert is extra, but none of us could actually 

manage one! 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 5 

 

 

 Groups Round Up continued 

 

In March more visits were made to the Duchess.  

Some enjoyed the rootin’ tootin’ Annie Get Your 

Gun, while others saw the twists and turns of 

the thriller Blood Money. 

Sunday brunch at the Factory Kitchen, Ilkeston 

was in our diaries but many of us were snowed 

in, although a couple of intrepid members did 

make it.    

Two members are booked onto a Felix day trip 

to Lichfield market and a local garden centre.  

We look forward hearing all about it. 

Don’t forget MOTO Plus meets at Hogarths, 

South Street at 10.30am on the second Friday 

of each month.  New members most welcome. 

Sue Daley 

 

Dancing 

Strictly Come Dancing we are not! You don’t 

need a partner, nor will anyone be judging you 

and marking your performance out of ten. 

Moving to music is great exercise. It’s a workout 

for your memory and your muscles. OK, so 

getting the memory, muscles and music to work 

together isn’t always easy. However, we have a 

lot of fun trying, and Kevin is a very patient 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It doesn’t matter if you are a complete beginner 

or if you want to take a trip down memory lane 

and revive those long-lost dancing skills. We do 

a mixture of line dancing and ballroom.  

We meet at 2pm on the third Tuesday of each 

month at Trefoil House. We only dance for one 

hour, but it’s enough to warm us up on a chilly 

afternoon.  So, what are you waiting for? Sign 

up and COME DANCING! 

Susan Wright  

 

Flat Green Bowls 

The new season of flat green bowls begins in 

May at The Stute Bowls Club on Corporation 

Road. It takes place on the first and third 

Monday of the month, from 1-3pm until 

September.   

We are very pleased that the Stute Club have 

again agreed to let us join them every first and 

third Monday from May until September. All 

previous members are welcome but also any 

new members are welcome too. All that is 

needed are flat shoes or trainers. All other 

equipment is provided. We pay £2 a session 

(there is usually enough left over to have some 

free sessions towards the end of the season) 

and we buy a drink at 50p halfway through the 

afternoon. 

This will be our third season and we have a 

great time. The club provide a coach so that we 

are learning the skills and strategies of the 

game as well as enjoying pleasant surroundings 

and good company.  

See the new folders on display at the monthly 

meetings for photos.  If anyone is interested in 

joining us contact Deb Bond 01773 741401 or 

deborah.and.ian@hotmail.com.  I need your 

mobile number so I can contact you on the day 

if the session gets cancelled for any reason. I 

will put a list (for people to give their names and 

numbers) on the table at the far side of the hall 

at the next monthly meeting. 

Deb Bond 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 Photography 

Following Philip’s move to Newthorpe, the 

Photography Group met for a social meeting 

and house-warming at his new home. 

The garden made it possible to look at the 

rapidly growing hobby of aerial photography 

using a drone.  The session included the 

principles of flight, the latest technology, how to 

use a flying camera safely, and the law relating 

to the use of drones. 

The pictures show a DJI Phantom 4 drone 

automatically taking a panorama of the house, 

and the resulting panorama. 

Philip Francomb 

Calligraphy 

We have two contributions from the Calligraphy 

Group this month.   

The first, The Robin’s Song, has been 

composed and written by Calligrapher, Margaret 

Renshaw.  We associate robins with March and 

snow and we have certainly had a snowy 

March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second, The Donkey, is a poem by G K 

Chesterton and is written by Calligrapher Val 

Buxton.  It starts as a sad story but ends with 

the Donkey’s ‘Day of Glory’ on Palm Sunday—  

an apt lead up to Easter. 

Linda McKay 

Ramblers 

In March the Rambling Group enjoyed a local 

walk on a perfect crisp and sunny Spring day.  

We set off from Sandiacre and headed towards 

Stoney Clouds and then to picturesque Stanton 

by Dale and Risley. We crossed numerous 

squelchy fields without mishap and arrived back 

in Sandiacre with boots considerably heavier 

than when we started! Later we continued our 

banter over tasty food and drinks at the Plough 

Inn.  The next walk is on Wednesday 18th April.  

Newcomers will be most welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Henshaw 

At St. Michael and All Saints 

Church, Stanton by Dale 
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Theatre Lovers, 

I have reserved some tickets for 5 new shows at the Theatre Royal and Concert Hall Nottingham, these 

are all good seats either in the stalls or First Tier. Details as below, please note the pay-by dates, these 

are set by the theatre. I would ask for payment as you sign up please. 

Let it be – Musical Theatre based on the Beatles music  Saturday 15th September 2.30pm – Concert 

Hall   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

The Comedy about a Bank  Robbery – Mischief theatre with their West End Hit  Thursday 27th 

September 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £25.50   pay by 3rd July 

Northern Ballet – The Three Musketeers  Saturday 6th October 2.00pm – Theatre Royal   £33.00   pay 

by 7th August 

Les Ballets Trocadero de Monte Carlo – all male comedy ballet as seen on TV  Wednesday 24th 

October 7.30pm – Concert Hall  £25.50   pay by 1st May 

Sensational 60’s experience inc Mike Pender, Herman’s Hermits, The Swinging Blue Jeans, The 

Dakotas and The Fourmost  Friday 30th November 7.30pm – Concert Hall  £29.50  pay by 10th May 

Sorry this is correct, it is a 1 day only very popular show. I have had to ask the theatre for an extension to 

the pay by date so if you can get a cheque or cash to me before 10th May that would be ok. 

 

If anyone is interested in the classic thriller season which runs from 31st July into August could they let me 

know. The plays this year are Sleighed to Death, A Touch of Danger, The Scarlet Pimpernel and The 

Nightmare Room.  If we could get 10+ the cost would be £20.50 per show or £60.50 for all four. 

So far I have only had one enquiry for this and so if I do not get any more interest this month I am afraid 

that this will not be going ahead. 

 

Derby Theatre 

I have reserved some tickets for The case of the frightened lady which is an Edger Wallace thriller on 

Wednesday 19th  September 2.30pm cost £25.00  Pay by 3rd July 

 

Nottingham Playhouse 

There is a new season of shows including the Broadway musical Sweet Charity. 

I will not be booking seats at the Playhouse due to the difficulty of getting a number of seats all at the 

same price! However if there are a few of you interested I don’t mind doing the Admin but it would be 

strictly cash before booking. 

PLEASE NOTE I have only booked the number of seats shown on the Interest sheets. The reduced 

prices are based on a number of people attending, if we cannot reach these numbers, we can either pay 

a higher price or  

Jenny Whitttaker (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  

 

 

           

Theatre Visits 
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