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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 6th March 

at 10.00 am at The Arena 

 

Our Speaker will be 

 

 

MIKE STORR 

 

on 

 

MASTERS OF MIRTH 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Messages from the Committee 

Chair’s Message 

In my Chairman’s report at the February AGM, I spoke of the ‘last year’, well now is the time to start 

thinking about the ‘new year’. As your Chair, for 2018 I’m hoping to see Ilkeston U3A go from strength 

to strength.  We have a new Committee who are just as enthusiastic as myself, in wanting Ilkeston to 

continue going forward with its thinking and promoting new ideas, as well as embracing the past with its 

tried and tested ways. 

The U3A motto is ‘Live, Learn and Laugh’.  We learn something new every day, just by day to day 

living. New experiences are learnt by meeting people, reading or looking at the daily news, this 

expands our knowledge, but do we always remember to laugh? It’s very difficult to laugh on your own. 

Laughter should be a shared experience and that’s where I believe, the Interest Groups are the U3A’s 

biggest asset. 

Personally, I am looking forward to the forthcoming challenges, but the Committee and I will only be 

successful with the continued support of the Members. 

Ann Riley, Ilkeston U3A Chair 

New Committee 

Your newly elected Committee held its first meeting a week after the AGM.  Inevitably much of the first 
meeting had to deal with largely administrative matters—which committee members should take on 
each of the various roles, sorting out signatories for the bank accounts, etc.  The key roles allocated 
were:          

Chair:         Ann Riley 

Vice Chairs:        Sue Daley and June Harrison 

Business Secretary:       John Bell 

Treasurer:         Valerie Buxton 

Secondary Account Treasurer:     Ann Riley 

Membership Secretary:      Marian Stopper 

Interest Group Co-ordinators:     Sue Daley and Janet Joy 

Agenda/Minutes Secretary and Speaker Seeker:  Ann Richards 

Publicity:         Robin Short 

We have also taken the first steps towards using internet banking, which will be helpful for some 

people, and we confirmed the change to the Constitution which was agreed at the AGM.  We also 

discussed a few other things—Group Outings, Books, etc. which we hope we will be able to keep 

going. 

Robin Short, Publicity 

CLIC Sargent 

As you know, following the very interesting talk by Beth Fisher of CLIC Sargent at the last meeting, 

many of our members made donations to the children’s cancer charity on the day.  £250.78 was raised, 

including a very generous £30 donation from Linda McKay, who donated her raffle prize.  The charity 

also used our usual £50 speaker fees as a donation to the cause, making a total of £300.78.  Beth has 

asked me to pass on their very grateful thanks to everyone who contributed. 

If anyone would like to know more about the charity their website is www.clicsargent.org.uk.  Beth can 

be contacted on 07771 522 574 and the Supporter Care Line is 0300 330 0803. 

Ann Richards, Speaker Seeker 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

Shakespeare Group 

At our next session we will be completing Much 
Ado About Nothing.  We have had mixed 
feelings about it.  We have enjoyed the comedy 
and the very rude innuendos (at least I have!) 
but that is mixed in with some quite harsh 
emotional cruelty which has troubled us a bit.  In 
the following session we will watch a modern 
film version and see how they handle that.   

In April we will start The Merchant of Venice— 
so that would be a good time for anyone to join 
us.  You would be very welcome. 

There are lots of Shakespeare performances 
available locally over the next few months: 

Romeo and Juliet, by Oddsocks,  
at Markeaton Park Craft Village, 
24th, 25th, 26th July at 7.30 pm, 
and at Lakeside, Nottingham, 20th 
July at 7.30 pm. 

The Tempest also by Oddsocks, at Lakeside, 
Nottingham, 21st July, 7.30 pm. 

The Tempest, by Derby Shakespeare Theatre 
Group, at The Guildhall, Derby, 6th to 10th 
March at 7.30 pm . 

At most cinemas there will also be: 

Julius Caesar live from The Bridge Theatre, 
23rd March, 

Macbeth live from The Royal Shakespeare 
Company (with Christopher Ecclestone) on 11th 
April, 

Macbeth live from the National Theatre on 10th 
March and 10th May. 

Robin Short 

 

History 1 

The History Group had Bob 
Massey from Nottingham as a 
speaker this month.  Bob was 
an electrical and sound 
engineer in the theatre and 
does over thirty different talks.  
We chose the real meanings 
behind children’s nursery 
rhymes.  The rhymes are  
rarely what they seem, but 
often cover subjects like the 
plague, persecution of 
Catholics, social comments and criticisms of the 
church, royalty or politicians.  This was at a time 
when to speak openly about these topics gave 

the risk of imprisonment or even death.  Many of 
the rhymes dated back as far back as the 12th 
century.  Apparently, the tunes and verses were 
passed down, often from child to child, and 
when as adults we repeat them to our children, 
we speak with a higher tone and cadence as we 
did as children ourselves.  It was very 
interesting and was informative and amusing. 

Colin Lee 

 

Calligraphy 

During the first quarter of this year, the 
Calligraphers are focusing on Carolingian script.  
This lettering evolved in the 9th/10th century at 
the court of King Charlemagne. 

The notable features are an oval ‘o’, slight slant, 
an extravagant descender on the letter ‘g’ and 
‘springing arches’ on the bridged letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda McKay 

 

Mary Mary Quite Contrary 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 4 

 

 

 Groups Round Up continued 

 

History 2 

The speaker at our last meeting was Daryle 

Greaves who worked at Wollaton Hall for many 

years and is now involved with the Dovecote 

Museum in Wollaton. 

For the talk Daryle became 

Lady Elizabeth and told her 

story as a personal recollection 

of her life.  Not only did we feel 

that we were back in the late 

1500’s but we were also able to 

view a lady dressed in the 

fashion of that time as you will 

see from the photograph. 

Lady Elizabeth was married to Francis 

Willoughby in 1564.  She was 24 and her 

husband was 18.   Francis was the second son 

of Sir Henry Willoughby and his wife Anne, née 

Grey, and was probably born at Woodlands in 

Dorset. 

His father inherited the Wollaton and Middleton 

estates on the death of Sir John Willoughby in 

January 1548/9, but died in August the same 

year while fighting in Kett's Rebellion.  

In 1559 Thomas,  the elder brother, died and 

Francis unexpectedly became heir to the 

Wollaton estate (which he came into full 

possession of in 1564), comprising the two 

principal manor houses of Wollaton and 

Middleton and extensive land and coal mines in 

a number of counties. He also maintained town 

houses in Nottingham, Coventry and elsewhere, 

and lived the life of a wealthy country 

gentleman. He was knighted in 1575. 

In 1580, work began on a project by Sir Francis 

to build a sumptuous modern residence, in 

which he hoped Queen Elizabeth would stay. 

Robert Smythson (1535-1614) was the architect 

and general overseer. This architect was also 

responsible for designing Longleat and 

Hardwick Hall. 

Work on the new Wollaton Hall was completed 

in 1588, although Sir Francis did not move into 

the mansion.  

Elizabeth and Francis had one son, who died, 

and six daughters  The eldest daughter Bridget 

married Sir Percival Willoughby in 1580, 

meaning he would be the next heir. 

Soon after Lady Willoughby died in 1595, Sir 

Francis married Dorothy Tamworth. He died in 

London on 16 November 1596, amid suspicions 

that he had been poisoned, leaving Dorothy 

pregnant. The pregnancy threatened to 

disinherit Percival altogether, but in the event 

the baby was a girl, and she died soon after 

birth. 

We learned a great deal about life in Wollaton 

Hall in that era with a vivid explanation 

regarding the disposal of accumulated sewage 

from the Hall!!  We were delighted to hear that 

all the cleaning and cooking was done by men 

in the time of Lady Elizabeth. 

Lots of information was given regarding the 

fashions of that time, including the materials 

used and the derivation of the dyes to provide 

the correct colour 

We all agreed that this was an outstanding talk 

and we had not only a good learning experience 

but an entertaining one as well 

Janet Joy 

Play Reading 

Our Play Reading Group started in October 
2017 and is proving to be very enjoyable.  We 
read a varied genre of plays and any member 
can choose a play they would like to read 
(subject to availability).  The Group meets on 
the first and third Friday of each month at 
2.00—4.00 pm, at various members’ homes. 

Anyone wishing to be put on the waiting list can 
contact me on mobile number 07757 359479. 

Sue Widdowson 

 

Garden Group 

In February the Garden Group held a very 

successful fund raising ‘Bring and Buy’ sale of 

garden related items, stemming from a 

suggestion at the group’s Christmas Fuddle. It 

gave members a chance to have a chat with a 

drink and piece of cake, and go away with a 

bargain.  Thank you everyone. 

Anne Wood & Barbara Bailey 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

Photography 

A record number of members turned out for the 
most important presentation of the year, on the 
quality of light in photography and art.  
Rembrandt lighting was demonstrated thanks to 
the patient cooperation of my friend, Edward 
(Ted). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Philip Francomb  

Craft Group 

Here is a selection of gift bags decorated by the 

Craft Group this month.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a calendar of activities for the rest 

of the year at the next meeting of the Group. It 

would be very useful if members could bring to 

each session scissors, glue, ruler, pencil and an 

eraser. 

Deb Bond 

 

Rambling Group 

Following our group leader’s departure from the 

U3A we now have a new group leader.  On a 

bright sunny day in February eight ramblers 

walked from Ilkeston to Shipley Park Ranger 

Centre (and back), where, over a coffee, we 

discussed how we wanted the group to 

continue.  We agreed to walk on the third 

Wednesday of each month, meeting at 9.30 am 

at the car park near the fire station, to share 

cars and travel to the start of the walk. The 

members will take turns to plan the walks, which 

are usually 6—8 miles in length.  There could be 

stiles to climb over and steep inclines during the 

walks, so they are not suitable for anyone with 

walking difficulties.  However, if you feel fit and 

able to join us, we’re a friendly bunch and we 

would love some new members.  Further details 

are available in the Interest Groups folder at the 

main meetings. 

Dennis Henshaw 

Handed Down 

I sit at the bureau that my father made. 

When I reach out I feel another time. 

I feel hands that carefully crafted dovetails and  

tenons. 

Labour-packed, not flat-packed. 

Pre pre-fab.  His ideas, not IKEA’s, 

I remember those hands in mine, and the 

contracture that we share. 

An inheritance that brings us closer. 

His hands touched it, and it touches me. 

 

Philip Francomb 2018 
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Theatre Lovers, 

Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham 

I have reserved some tickets for 5 new shows at the Theatre Royal and Concert Hall Nottingham.  These 

are all good seats, either in the stalls or First Tier. Details as below.  Please note the pay-by dates. These 

are set by the theatre, so I would ask for payment as you sign up please. 

Let it be—Musical Theatre based on the Beatles music.  Saturday 15th September 2.30pm—Concert 

Hall—£25.50   Pay by 3rd July 

The Comedy about a Bank  Robbery—Mischief theatre with their West End Hit.  Thursday 27th 

September 2.00pm—Theatre Royal—£25.50   Pay by 3rd July 

Northern Ballet—The Three Musketeers.  Saturday 6th October 2.00pm—Theatre Royal—£33.00  Pay 

by 7th August 

Les Ballets Trocadero de Monte Carlo—all male comedy ballet as seen on TV.  Wednesday 24th 

October 7.30pm—Concert Hall  £25.50   Pay by 1st May 

Sensational 60’s experience including Mike Pender, Herman’s Hermits, The Swinging Blue Jeans, 

the Dakotas and the Fourmost.  Friday 30th November 7.30pm – Concert Hall  £ 29.50  Pay by 6th 

March.  Sorry, this is correct, it is a one-day-only, very popular show.  If you could get a cheque or cash 

to me before 13th March that would be ok. 

If anyone is interested in the classic thriller season which runs from 31st July into August please 

let me know. The plays this year are Sleighed to Death, A Touch of Danger, The Scarlet Pimpernel 

and The Nightmare Room. If we could get 10 + the cost would be £20.50 per show or £60.50 for all 

four. 

 

Derby Theatre 

I will be reserving some tickets for The case of the Frightened Lady which is an Edgar Wallace thriller 

on Wednesday 19th September 2.30pm cost approx. £25.00 

 

Nottingham Playhouse 

There is a new season of shows including the Broadway musical Sweet Charity. 

I will not be booking seats at the Playhouse due to the difficulty of getting a number of seats all at the 

same price!  However if there are a few of you interested I don’t mind doing the admin but it would be 

strictly cash before booking.   

Jenny Whitttaker (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  

 

 

           

Theatre Visits 
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Visit to the King Richard III Centre, Leicester on 29th March 

 

Travel information: 

There are two park and ride sites but the easiest is Birstall park and ride.  Postcode is LE4 4NN. 

Direction instructions 

Either: Take M1 southbound to Junction 22 and turn off (left) towards Leicester on the A50.  Continue until 

the A46 Leicester Western By-pass.  Go left onto this road until the A6 (Loughborough to Leicester road).  

Leave the A46 here and follow signs for Birstall.  The park and ride is on the left.   

Or: Go to Nottingham, turn left onto the A52 at QMC and follow it until A52 and A606 Melton Road meet 

at island.  Go straight on to join A606 and stay on it until you meet the A46.  Go right towards Leicester.  

Stay on the A46, following it on a large traffic island towards the M1.  Come off onto the A6 Loughborough 

to Leicester road and turn towards Leicester (and Birstall).  The park and ride is close now on the left. 

The park and ride buses are every 15 minutes and I believe that bus passes can be used.  Otherwise it is 

£4 for a group ticket and parking is free. 

The other park and ride is Meynells Gorse, postcode LE3 3LF. 

To travel by the Sky Link bus 

The buses leave Derby bus station every 20 minutes, 00, 20 and 40 minutes past the hour, from bay 7. 

I would suggest the latest time to leave would be 10.40 and this should arrive in Leicester at 12.20.  If you 

can leave earlier than this I would suggest you do so, to give yourself plenty of time to get to the museum.  

The talk starts at 12.45 so we need to arrive by 12.30 at the latest. 

If anyone going by bus alone would like to meet up with other members please contact me or see me at 

the March meeting and I will arrange things. 

Barbara Green 

 

 

         

 Outings 
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