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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 6th February 

at 10.00 am 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Followed by refreshments and then a talk by 

 

BETH FISHER 

about CLIC Sergeant—a national charity for  

Children and Young People with Cancer 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Notices from the Committee 

AGM 

Documents for the AGM have been sent to members by email.  Please remember to print out and 

bring to the meeting any documents you might want to refer to.   

Ann Riley 

From the Membership Secretary 

Just a reminder for you to collect your new membership badges from the registration desk near the 

window, and for you to complete the back. 

Marian Stopper 

Coffee Morning 

On Monday 15th January we held a coffee morning for new members. I was really pleased to see 

some more established members attend and so we were able to chat and pass on our positive 

experiences to our newer friends. Hopefully they enjoyed themselves whilst also gaining insight to the 

U3A movement and how things are organised in the Ilkeston branch. It was a lovely morning, one 

which I’m sure the new committee will feel it beneficial to continue. 

Deb Bond 

            

Theatre Visits 

Theatre Lovers—Very Important! 

I can still offer the following two shows, but if you want to go to either of them you will need to pay for it 

on Tuesday 6th February.  Sorry, but this is the theatre’s requirement.  Please bring your chequebook. 

Jersey Boys – 2.00pm  Thurs 10th May – Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £39.50 

Top Hat – 2.30pm  Saturday 2nd June – Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £23.50 

I can give you further information on both shows either at the monthly meeting or by contacting me. 

jennywhittaker@sky.com 

         

 Outings 

Richard III visit 

A reminder for those going to Leicester or wanting to go, I will be collecting the £7 for the exhibition at 
the Main Meeting on 6th February.                                                          

Transport: As there is no coach booked I can suggest two ways of getting there. First, by using the 
Sky Link bus from Derby. This runs every 20mins. and takes just under 11/2 hours. If you leave Derby 
at the latest 11 o’clock you should arrive about fifteen minutes before the tour starts. You can also 
make your own way by car to the Park and Ride at Birstall and the connecting bus will take you into 
Leicester close to the museum. Birstall can be reached via M1, A50 and A46. Hopefully one of these 
options will suit. If you need any more information speak to me at the February or March meetings. 

Barbara Green 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

History January 2018 

Twenty three members of our combined history 

groups were treated to a very interesting and 

enlightening tour and talk by Ruth, an Elder of 

the Ilkeston United Reformed Church. 

The URC was set up with the specific objective 

of working towards the visible unity of the whole 

Christian church. It was a voluntary union 

between the majority of churches of the 

Congregational Church of England and Wales, 

the Presbyterian Church of England, and, more 

recently, Churches of Christ and the 

Congregational Union of Scotland .  

There is a council of Elders, members of the 

church who are elected and ordained to provide 

leadership and care in partnership with the 

Minister. 

It  is easy to see the unique 

construction of the three levels of 

the URC, built as it is into the side 

of the hill. The green spire is a 

familiar landmark from afar on the 

Ilkeston skyline but when closer 

more of the construction of the 

church can be seen.  We learnt 

that the green spire is actually greater in height 

than that of nearby St Mary’s church,   

The lower level comprises mainly of a large hall 

surrounded by schoolrooms and other ancillary 

rooms. The next level up has more rooms 

including the minister's office and also features 

a balcony overlooking and surrounding three 

sides of the hall.  

The main body of the church fills the third level 

with access via a flight of steps from Wharncliffe 

Road. 

Documentation states that the church was 

designed by H. Tatham-Sudbury, a prominent 

architect of the time and responsible for many 

buildings in the town. It also gives the date of 

the building as 1905 (which was probably the 

completion date) and states that the design is in 

the Arts and Crafts Gothic Revival style. 

A small window in the church is dedicated to the 

memory of the men of Kensington Mission, a 

satellite of the Congregational 

Church, later to become the 

URC, who gave their lives in 

the First World War.  

The stained glass windows 

were a particular feature that held our interest, 

many dedicated to local Ilkeston families. 

 

Window photographs are courtesy of Garth 

Newton and information from the URC website 

and Ilkeston town walks reinforced my memory 

of the many facts put over in such an 

entertaining way by Ruth.  This was education in 

an easily assimilated manner to which we could 

all relate and Ruth happily answered the many 

questions posed by her audience. 

A welcome addition was the provision, by the 

Church, of hot drinks and biscuits on a cold and 

wet morning!   

Janet Joy 

 

Canasta 

Canasta is struggling along, depleted by 

holidays. We need new members!  We meet at 

the Rutland Cottage on the 1st and 3rd 

Mondays at 2 o’clock. You are welcome to join 

us for this interesting card game. I am quite 

happy to teach those who have no idea of the 

rules and will play with you until you are 

confident to have a go by yourselves. 

Marian Stopper 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stained glass window 
with Foundation Stone 
dedicated to Alderman 
Francis Sudbury JP, 
dated 1904 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

MOTO Plus (Members on Their Own Plus) 

The MOTO Plus group meet on the second 

Friday in the month at 10.30am in Hogarths 

(South Street, Ilkeston).  We have coffee and 

discuss what people are interested in doing and 

offer a chance for small groups with similar 

interests to get together and pursue their ideas. 

Although we only started in December, so far 

(apart from the regular monthly sessions) some 

members have been for a cuppa and a piece of 

cake at the Factory Kitchen and also Sunday 

breakfast/brunch at the same café.  Several 

members have visited the cinema and others 

have booked to go and see a couple of shows at 

the Duchess Theatre, Long Eaton. 

As the weather improves we have ideas about 

many more things that members would like to 

do. 

Our next meeting is at 10.30am at Hogarths on 
Friday 9th February. 

 

Ann Riley, Sue Daley, Mary Derbyshire 

 

Dining Out 

The group enjoyed a Christmas meal at the 

Queen’s Head in Ockbrook.  In January 

nineteen of us went for lunch at the Newdigate 

in West Hallam.  It was a good start to our new 

year dining out. 

Next month Barbara is organising our venue.  

Date and time to follow. 

We are a friendly, sociable group, so please join 

us if you’d like to. 

Janet Lumsden 

 

Gardening Group 

A message to all members. Please could you let 

either Barbara Bailey or Anne Wood have your 

up to date contact details, especially if you have 

to be contacted by phone. We will both be at the 

main February meeting. 

Our first Garden Group meeting of the year will 

be at the Fire Station on Friday 23rd February. It 

will be a ‘Bring and Buy’ to raise funds to cover 

the cost of visiting speakers. Anything garden 

related, plants, books, pots, tools, etc. Just 

giving you a chance to have a rummage in your 

shed to find something that can be donated.  

Refreshments will be provided.  

Anne Wood and Barbara Bailey 

  

Calligraphy 

This poignant calligraphy quote is written by 

Jenny Aram. 

Linda McKay 

 

  

 

 

This is the shortest newsletter I 

have produced so far!  Hopefully 

a few more of you will send me 

something about your groups’ activities 

for the next one.  Thank you to those 

whose contributed this time. 

Janis Henshaw 
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