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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 2nd January 

 

Our speaker is  

Local Author and Historian, Ann Featherstone, 

whom we welcome back for an  

intriguing talk on 
 

Thieving and Baby Killing—with a local interest 
 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Notices from the Committee 

Christmas Party 

The Committee thank members for supporting the Christmas Party and helping to create a warm and 

happy atmosphere.  We hope you all enjoyed it.  We would also like to say a big thank you to all the 

volunteers who helped to set out the food and clear away afterwards.    

We have received some feedback via email, verbal comments and in the suggestions box and this is 

much appreciated.  The comments we have received will be considered carefully in the early planning 

stages for next year.  We do have some restrictions in using the Arena as the venue – particularly 

about timing but we will look at all options and try to find something which gives us chance to 

celebrate the season and socialise with our friends. 

We wish all of our members a Happy New Year. 

 

Membership 2018 

2018 badges, for those of you who have renewed your membership, will be available for you to 

collect at the January meeting at the Arena on 2nd January.  Please can you collect it (or arrange for it 

to be collected) and complete the back. Remember, you should be taking them to any U3A activity 

that you attend as it is proof of your membership. 

If you have not renewed your membership by 31st January you are deemed to be no longer a 

member and should not be attending any group meetings. 

Marian Stopper, 

Membership Secretary 

 

Change of Details 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet installed and 

so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that our 

records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the main meeting 

or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 
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Christmas Social Event 

I would like to say a big thank you to our Vice Chair, Ann Riley, and the Committee for organising our 

Christmas Social event.  We had the opportunity to eat and drink whilst talking with friends in a 

pleasant environment. 

Thanks must go to our resident technical wizard, Philip Francome, for organising the moving, wintry 

images from photos provided by the Photography Group.  Many were of scenes from Antarctica and 

some were lovely local scenes and wildlife. 

As we chatted we racked our brains on a Christmas quiz and listened to appropriate music provided by 

Simon on the organ. 

Our MC, Kevin McKay, organised line dancing by the members who knew their right foot from their left. 

He also conducted ”The Twelve Days of Christmas” for us. 

This was a lovely social event that we enjoyed for the princely sum of £3.00. 

A big THANK YOU again for all the hard work put in by the committee and volunteers who helped to 

set up and clear away. 

Jane Corbett 

 

Another Thank you! 

 

 

           

Theatre Visits 

Theatre Lovers 

Currently I only have two shows on offer:  

Jersey Boys, Theatre Royal, 2.00 pm on 10th May, £39.50 (if there are over 10).  This will need to be 

paid for at the January meeting. 

Top Hat, Theatre Royal, 2.30 pm on 2nd June, £23.50.  This will need to be paid for in February.   

If you would like to see either of these shows please bring your cheque book or cash to the meeting. 

I will be looking for other shows for July onwards and would be grateful for suggestions.  However it 

must be a show with wide appeal and easy access, preferably by bus from Ilkeston. 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  

 
         

Outings 

The Richard III visit is now booked for Thursday 29th March, 2018.  The cost for entrance is £7.  If 

anyone is interested in going there will be a  list at the main meeting in January.  I will not be there but 

Deb Bond is looking after it for me.  I will collect the money at the February meeting.  We are still 

looking into the most cost effective means of transport.  Hopefully this will be sorted by February. 

Barbara Green 
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 Groups Round Up  

 

History 2 December 2017 

One of the members of the group gave a very 

entertaining talk about Christmas traditions both 

at home and abroad. 

We were reminded of the different names given 

to the person we 

know as Santa 

Claus and the 

season of 

Christmas.  An 

early greeting 

would have been 

“Happy Saturnalia” with St. Nicklaus., St. Lucia  

and La Befana equivalent to our Santa Claus. 

Gifts are exchanged in different ways too.  For 

example in Greece gifts are exchanged on 1st 

January to avoid evil goblins.  In France children 

put shoes out for Pėre Noel to fill with sweets.  

In Holland St Nicklaus, together with Bishop 

Sinterclass, arrives on 6th December in 

costume and on a horse. The good children 

receive a gift but the naughty ones are taken 

away in a sack! 

We learnt how something as odd as deep fried 

caterpillars would be a seasonal delicacy in 

South Africa, with a visit to KFC a Christmas 

treat in Japan. 

Shoe tossing to test the chances of a single 

woman finding a husband in the Czech republic 

was a cheerful ritual.  In Finland people come to 

the cemetery to pay their respects or to meditate 

quietly in a candlelit scene. 

We saw a replica of the first 

Christmas card by a Mr Henry 

Cole. 

Greek carol singers represented the singing of 

carols and we looked at the poem “ Twas the 

night before Christmas” 

The Three Wise Men” had to have a special 

mention of course. 

We finished off with a seasonal quiz   This was 

a fitting end to our 2017 programme and I would 

like to thank all members of the group for their 

help and support 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

everyone! 

 Janet Joy 

 

Calligraphy 

The following was my Dad’s New Year party 

piece, together with the actions.  I suspect he 

and his comrades used to sing it on the New 

Year’s Eves they were away from home, serving 

with the 16/5th Lancers in the North Africa and 

Italy campaigns, 1942-1945.  I never heard him 

sing the verses.  

Happy New Year to the Calligraphers, and 

Happy New Year from the Calligraphers to 

everyone in the Ilkeston U3A. 

Linda McKay 

 

 

 

 

La Befana St Lucia 
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 Groups Round Up continued 

 

MOTO (Members on Their Own) 

The first meeting of MOTO Plus was held on 8th 

December at Hogarth’s, South Street.  26 

members discussed the activities they would 

like to pursue and arranged to meet for 

afternoon ‘tea and cake’ at The Factory Kitchen 

on Friday 22nd December.   

Our next monthly meeting will be held at 

Hogarth’s on Friday 12th January, 2018 at 10.30 

am. 

If any U3A member has to go out alone and 

would like to join other members who share 

similar interests, please come and join us. 

Ann Riley, Sue Daley, Mary Derbyshire 

 

Crafts 1 & 2 

As we are doing a session on crochet in 

January it would be helpful if anyone who has a 

crochet hook could bring it with them.  We have 

the wool and the experts to show us how.  Don’t 

panic if you have no idea how to crochet, neither 

do I.  So we can all learn together. 

Barbara Green 

 

Creative Writing Group 

 

 

to Sue Daley! 

 

 

Our warmest congratulations to Sue Daley, the 

Group Leader of Ilkeston U3A Creative Writing 

group. Sue has won the Annual Writing 

Competition, run by Beeston U3A Writing for 

Fun group, with her short story ‘Man Upstairs’. 

The competition was open to U3A members 

from the local cluster group and attracted 34 

entries from Beeston, Ilkeston, Stapleford, and 

Long Eaton.   

Start reading Sue’s winning entry over the page.  

Well done, Sue! 

Ann Riley on behalf of the Group 
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Man Upstairs 

By 

Sue Daley 

The red ‘On Air’ light glows its warning as Daisy slides the knobs up the control panel to open her 

broadcast. 

‘Good evening.  This is Daisy Whitby.  Welcome to my Wednesday programme, Swing with Daisy.  I 

do hope you’ll relax and enjoy some classic music from the 1940s and 50s, as well as some modern 

swing revival.  Tonight I would like to dedicate this programme to a wonderful lady – Mavis 

Widdowson.  Over the past couple of weeks, Mavis has shared her memories of Saturday nights at 

the Palais dance-hall during the Second World War and has given me lots of ideas for the show, as 

well as some good advice. 

‘Also this evening I will be welcoming a guest into the studio.  But more of that later.  Now, for our 

first tune this evening we’ll be taking a ride on Duke Ellington’s classic “Take the A Train”’. 

Daisy presses the play button, allowing the rich sound of the orchestra to vibrate through the 

airwaves.  After lining up two more tracks, she sits back to wait for her guest. 

Daisy had met Mavis two weeks ago.  As a volunteer for the local hospital radio, Daisy not only 

produced a programme but she was also required to visit patients to collect their requests. 

She hummed to herself as she negotiated her way to the ward indicated on her list.  The hospital 

was huge and although there was a map in the office, Daisy kept things simple by always using the 

same routes.  She travelled down in the lift then walked through the busy ground floor.  This was 

where patients were ferried in and out of the hospital, relatives tried to memorise the directions given 

by staff or consumed numerous cups of murky tea or coffee in the café. 

She negotiated the corner and took the next lift up to the quieter, higher floors. 

The sounds of the thrumming double bass still reverberated around her head.  It was her new 

neighbour’s fault – the one in the upstairs flat.  The sound of the instrument had seeped through the 

floorboards and into her living space.  At first she’d been annoyed that, yet again, she would have to 

put up with the music of other people’s lives, but really she knew that in her block of flats there would 

never be any escape from footsteps, flushing toilets and other extraneous noises.   

After a couple of evenings of swing and rock rhythms she found her toe tapping and realised that the 

deep resonance of the expertly handled double bass was much better than her previous neighbour’s 

penchant for Black Sabbath. 
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Daisy pressed the buzzer for access into the ward and dowsed her hands with antiseptic gel.  Once 

inside she made her way to the far end, request slips at the ready. 

She smiled brightly at a woman propped up amongst a mound of pillows, ‘Hello, I’m Daisy from the 

Hospital Radio.  Can we play you a request on one of our shows?’ 

Hazel eyes twinkled in acknowledgement of the introduction and grey curls bobbed as the woman 

indicated the empty chair next to the bed.  ‘That’d be lovely.  Now . . . let me think a minute.’ 

‘Are you set up to listen to the radio?’ Daisy indicated the grey monitor and headphones on the 

extendable arm that jutted out of the wall.  ‘The radio’s free, but you have to pay for the telly.’ 

‘Oh yes.  Yes.  A lovely man set me up last week and I’ve been listening every evening.  That Swing 

with Daisy show’s best.  Right up my street.’ 

Daisy blushed, ‘That’s my programme.’ 

‘Course.  You said you’re Daisy.  I’m Mavis.  But you look far too young to know about music from the 

40s.  And rock ‘n’ roll.’ 

Daisy’s eyes gleamed as she explained about her grandparents’ large record collection.  How they had 

loved all the big band stuff, as well as early rock.  It had been the music of their first meeting, their 

courtship and their wedding. 

Mavis agreed, ‘Mine too, duck.’ 

‘Granddad used to dance round the room with me when I was little; singing along to every tune.  I love 

the music and I still love to dance.’ 

Mavis nodded, ‘I used to dance too.  What I’d give for a good pair of pins again.’  She patted the sheet 

covering her legs. 

‘It’s very energetic.’ 

‘Your programme takes me back to the good times we had at the Palais on Saturday nights. During the 

War . . . music and dancing was our way of forgetting about them awful things happening in the world.  

We really looked forward to Saturdays.  Good bands and lots of airmen and soldiers to dance with. ’  A 

surprisingly girlish giggle escaped Mavis’s lips. 

Daisy could well imagine Mavis as a vivacious young woman who had enjoyed lots of attention. 

‘Got it.  Something I’d like you to play.  Your visit’s put me in a good mood, so I’ll have Glenn Miller’s In 

the Mood.’ 

Daisy frowned and stared into space. 

‘Something the matter, duck?’ 

‘No . . . sorry.  It’s just that I’ve been trying to think of the title of a tune – and that might be it.’  She 

explained about her neighbour and the double bass; about the smooth rounded notes and the infectious 

beat.  ‘At first I was annoyed – I’d had problems with loud music before - but now I love it.  And the 

musician’s really good.’ 

‘That’s good.  You know, you ought to find out who’s playing.’  Mavis instructed firmly. 

Daisy vaguely nodded. 

On her next visit, Daisy was greeted enthusiastically with Mavis’s appreciation of the last programme.  

‘Lovely show the other night, duck.  I even liked the new stuff.  Funny names, though . . . Big Daddy 

thingy . . .’ 

‘Big Bad Voodoo Daddy.’ 

Both women laughed. 

‘Could’ve played at the Palais,’ reflected Mavis. 
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‘Why don’t you tell me some more.’ 

Mavis’s descriptions were vivid; the excitement while waiting to get into the dance-hall, then the strong 

rhythms, the smoky atmosphere, the laughter, the swirling figures and the flirtatious banter.  All of them 

sharp in her memory.  Daisy eagerly embraced each new snippet as it was lovingly revealed.  It was like 

the lines of individual songs coming together to make a complete album. 

Mavis spoke of her fiancé, away fighting in North Africa and then the unlooked-for connection with a 

handsome Canadian airman.  About the growing dilemma of whether she would have to make a choice 

between Bill, the solid dependable sweetheart who was a long way away, or Doug, the tall dark man 

from Ontario who was just an arm’s length away. 

Moisture glistened in the corner of her eye, ‘He was such a good dancer . . .’  Mavis’s voice cracked with 

memories. 

For a few seconds there was silence.  Then with a faint smile Mavis said, ‘Now that was a long time 

ago.  What about that neighbour of yours?  Have you seen him yet?’ 

‘Perhaps it’s not a man.’ 

‘Course it is.  A handsome young man, who plays lovely music.’ 

Daisy supressed a smile and allowed Mavis to continue with her fantasy.  ‘You must say hello.  Talk 

about music.  Grasp the opportunity.  You might fancy him.  Ooo, I do love a bit of romance.’ 

Daisy was uncertain.  The wonderful music that wafted through the intervening layers of wood and 

plaster was welcome and she listened while writing her playlists for her programme, which somehow 

made the job easier.  Did she really want to find out who lived upstairs?  Break the spell? 

‘Now who’s the bloke on Thursdays?’ Mavis’s question broke into Daisy’s thoughts.  ‘Had a guest with 

him.’  Her eyes were shiny with intent.  ‘You could ask your neighbour to come onto your show.’ 

‘I don’t know . . .’.   Daisy chewed her bottom lip. 

The pale blue-veined hand patted the slim tanned one, ‘I don’t mean to meddle.  You’re a lovely girl.  

P’haps you shouldn’t go knocking on a stranger’s door.’  Mavis careered on before Daisy could reply.  

‘It’d be real interesting though . . . having a mystery bass player on your show.  Lots of patients here 

would love someone talking about their music.  Especially from that time’ 

Later that evening, Daisy had stood outside the door with her hand raised but not yet making contact 

with the wood.  She could hear the rhythmic strumming of the double bass.  She chewed her lip and 

took a very, very deep breath. 

‘That request was for Jill Bentley in Ward D12, who’s a great Elvis fan.  You’re listening to Swing with 

Daisy and in a minute I’m going to introduce you to my special guest.  Someone who loves the big band 

sound as well as rock ‘n’ roll. 

‘But first, if you were listening earlier, you’d have heard me dedicate this show to Mavis Widdowson.  I 

know you’re listening Mavis.  I’ve got a surprise for you. 

‘Now I have pleasure in introducing a wonderful, very accomplished double bass player – Harry James.’ 

‘Good evening.’ 

‘Thank you for coming in Harry.  Before I start talking to Harry, I just want all you listeners to know that 

he has been playing the music he loves, for a long time and continues to do so . . . at the age of eighty-

two.' 

 

~~~ o0o ~~~ 
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Item of Further Interest 

 

ITV—New Documentary is looking for Grandparents to take part 

The following message was received as an email from Grace Dunsby of Shiver Productions.  If any 

members are interested in taking part, please respond by contacting the company by telephone or email, 

as detailed at the end of the message. 

 

 Message: 

Hi there, 

I work for a television company called Shiver Productions and we are developing a new television 

programme for a major broadcaster. 

We hope you may be able to help us spread the word about our programme, that is looking for 

vibrant, fun and outgoing grandparents who may be interested in our project.  The U3A has 

already sent this out for us but it seems it hasn’t reached everyone.  We are doing one final push 

to try and get the message out to the Nation! 

We are looking for grandparents who have three or more adult (18+) grandchildren who they 

would like to spend more time with. 

Many grandparents reportedly only see their grandchildren on average twice a year.  It’s not 

surprising the two generations often know little about each other’s lives.  In the programme, 

grandparents will spend one-on-one time with their multiple grandchildren in an attempt to get to 

know them better and see if they can offer any help. 

Along the way they will learn about the pressures their grandchildren face, the lifestyle choices 

they make, their hopes for the future and what, if anything, is standing in their way of achieving 

them. 

Our programme will allow grandparents to share their knowledge, advice and practical help while 

learning more about the lives, hopes and aspirations of their grandchildren.  It should be a 

fantastic opportunity. 

Filming for the programme will not take place until next year.  This is the initial casting stage and 

we are only hoping to speak to people over the phone.  If you are selected to be on the 

programme our Production Team will arrange all the logistics for you! 

We are hoping to hear from people A.S.A.P. 

If you have any questions, please call us on 0207 157 4588 or email me at 

shivercasting@shiver.tv  or  at  grace.dunsby@itv.com 

 

Grace Dunsby 
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