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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 7th November 

 

At our meeting this month we have a return visit from 

 

Helen Monk 

 

who will talk about 

 

Denby Pottery 
 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Notices from the Committee 

Volunteers Rota 

The Committee has thought about and discussed the various problems experienced by volunteers, 

knowing that it is not always easy to get replacements if unable to do it for whatever reason.  We 

also acknowledge that many people find the tasks just too difficult because of age or infirmity.  

Several suggestions were made but we thought for the sake of simplicity we would use two 

committee members as meeters and greeters.  We would continue with the honesty box for the 

books and another committee member would organise the refreshments.  The only thing then that 

would be needed is two people to help at pouring out time, and I am sure members would 

volunteer on the day. 

The Committee would like to thank all of our members who have volunteered for various duties 

over the past months.  We do appreciate your help.  We would also like to thank our volunteer 

leaders, namely: Angela Allcock, Maggie Williams, Celia Briggs, Jeanne Merchant and Ann 

Shoebridge. 

June Harrison 

  

A Reminder to all Members 

The November meeting is the last opportunity to get your tickets for the December meeting ’s 

‘Christmas Celebration’.  The cost is only £3, to include food and entertainment.  Please see me at 

the meeting, or if you won’t be attending, contact me by phone (0115 8756042) or e-mail  

(barbaragreen@sky.com).  We need to know numbers so that we can go ahead and order the 

food. 

Barbara Green 

  

Renewal of Membership 2018 

Membership fees for 2018 are due by the 31st December 2017. Renewal forms are available from 

my table in the Arena during the monthly meetings or you can download them from the website. 

You can pay by cheque or cash, but it would be appreciated if the correct cash is tended, as this 

helps to make things a little speedier, for us all. 

Marian Stopper, Membership Secretary 

Change of Details 

 Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the 

Internet installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 

our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 

main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 
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In October, the Third Age Trust introduced a new newsletter which is available to all 

members by e-mail. It contains many interesting articles which will inform members of 

the very latest news and events as an addendum to the publication ‘Third Age 

Matters’, which members receive through the post. To sign up to receive the 

newsletter, visit u3a.org.uk/email and complete your details. 

 

The first issue features the following articles: 

 

Conference and AGM 2017 

Lifelong Learning: U3A research and SLPs 

Educational Resources: exciting new online courses 

Events: a summer of learning 

U3As’ News: pétanque, table tennis, coracles and more 

Media requests 

Individual in focus: Michele Doran, Hamble U3A 
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Groups Round Up 
 

History 2:  History of Prisons 

Our Speaker was Richard Papworth whose 

career included being a Police Cadet, National 

Service, County Police, Store detective and 

finally 30 years in the Prison Service. 

During the Middle Ages castles, fortresses, and 

the basements of public buildings were often 

used as makeshift prisons. From the 15th to the 

19th century the prison service was gradually 

formed to provide training, education, and 

different ways of thinking how prisoners should 

be treated 

In the 1700’s England's prisons became over-

crowded.  The Industrial Revolution at the end 

of the century led to the displacement of many 

people and an increase in petty crime.  Debtors 

also swelled numbers so derelict ships or 

"hulks" in the Thames and southern 

ports became temporary prisons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1817 Elizabeth Fry, a Quaker, was appalled 

at prison conditions and over-crowding.  She 

founded a prison school for children held with 

their mothers and set up the Association for the 

Improvement of the Female 

Prisoners in Newgate.  She 

and her brother Joseph John 

Gurney persuaded Home 

Secretary Sir Robert Peel to 

introduce prison reforms. 

Thousands were transported to both America 

and Australia.  Australia by now began to resent 

its ordered intake of criminals. Because of this 

the Government built Pentonville prison, which 

opened in 1842. Thus was invented the 'tread 

wheel', an item of work whereby prisoners 

turned a heavy handle inside their cell attached 

to a drum, which scooped sand up to a 

receptacle, but served no other purpose After 

nine hours, the amount of turns gave users the 

chance to earn their food. The Warders from 

outside could adjust the pressure. Hence the 

term for Prison Officer's as screws!  

 

 

 

 

 

In 1877 prisons finally became part of the Prison 

Service.  Under its first commissioner, Du Cane,  

HMP Wormwood Scrubs was built. Du Cane 

was a strict man and a great believer in regimes 

of bread and water, solitary labour and religious 

instruction and discipline was harsh. Under his 

rule, prisoners were expected to keep total 

silence, wear masks and walk with heads facing 

the wall when outside cells. This was the norm 

until 1922 when separate confinement was 

abolished.  Regimes of keeping prisoners in 

silence or alone had been criticised for creating 

high instances of  insanity.  

Four hundred volunteer teachers started 

working in prisons. But wardens - which in 1919 

were renamed prison officers - were not keeping 

pace with reform so in 1935 the first staff 

training course was launched at Wakefield 

Prison. In 1948 the Criminal Justice Act created 

a model for modern day prisons. It recom-

mended longer periods of imprisonment for 

training and rehabilitation and efforts were made 

to involve staff in the reform of prisoners. 

The Mountbatten Report in the 1960's 

recommended further changes. Category A, B 

and C prisons, were to be closed prisons, 

whereas category D prisons were to be called 

open prisons.  We learnt more about Borstals 

and Hostel Care 

Our talk was a very comprehensive description 

of the slowly emerging treatment of criminals 

over the centuries.    

Janet Joy 
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Groups Round Up continued 

Poetry for Pleasure and Philosophy 

Photographs for the two groups from the Groups 

Fair held in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yvonne Muckle 

 

Dining Out 

We have had a diverse range of venues this 

year, from self service to waiter service.  They 

were all enjoyable.  In November we are going to 

Nottingham and in December to Ockbrook. 

Members who gave me their e-mail addresses at 

the open meeting and have not heard from me, 

and anyone else who wishes to join the group, 

please e-mail me at rolandjanet@btinternet.com. 

Janet Lumsden 

 

 

Classic Books 

Once again our very small and friendly book 

group met at one of our members’ houses and 

we discussed “East Lynn” by Mrs Henry Wood.  

This was not to everyone’s taste but I enjoyed it. 

It is a Victorian melodrama and never fails to 

bring tears to my eyes.  In a nutshell, a beautiful 

but impoverished lady marries a kind and loving 

gentleman, whom she does not love, but she 

needs a home.  She has three children then 

listens to her first love who whispers lies about 

her husband (shades of Iago here).  She then 

runs away with first love who does not marry her, 

has a baby, has a train accident, baby dies, she 

then returns to her home as governess (husband 

has remarried, thinking her dead).  Eldest son 

dies (“dead, dead and never called me mother!”), 

then she dies having reconciled with husband on 

her death bed. 

All good stuff! 

June Harrison 

 

Canasta and Scrabble 

Both groups are joining together for a Christmas 

lunch on Monday 11th December at Rutland 

Cottage.  You can choose two courses for £8.99 

or 3 courses for £10.99. 

If any member of either of these two groups 

would like to join us then please see either 

Marian Stopper or myself. 

Ann Shoebridge 

 

Dancing 

The last meeting of the year will be on Tuesday 

21st November, 2 pm at Trefoil House.   

We will then have a Christmas break ready to 

start again on 16th January. 

Glenys Donson 
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Classical Music 

A full house met up at one of the members’ 

homes.  Welcome to our new member.  Our 

theme this month was Voices and we listed to a 

good variety.  First we listened to two different 

choir boys with their pure, soaring voices.  Then 

we had a rare treat, listening to Anuna, a small 

choir singing the “Media Vita—The Rising of the 

Sun”.  That was lovely.  Next came Carl Jenkins 

with “Benedictus” from “The Armed Man”, some 

Handel, a famous duet from “La Bohème”, John 

Rutter’s “Pie Jesu”, and we finished with a sad, 

haunting tune by Tavener, called “The Lament for 

Jerusalem”.  Altogether a very good afternoon’s 

music.  We meet in November for the last time 

this year and our theme will be Winter and 

Christmas. 

June Harrison 

 

Motor Cycling 

Eastwood & District U3A have contacted us with 

the following information. 

“We are considering starting a Motor Cycling 

Interest Group at the Eastwood & District U3A.  

This would enable motor cyclists to take their 

bikes out for rides with like-minded people and to 

develop a social group.  We’re not sure if there 

are enough people with motorbikes to create a 

vibrant group and so would like to know your 

interest in forming a joint group. 

If you think this is something you may be 

interested in please contact our group 

coordinators, Jim and Lorna  

at:   jjms.las@hotmail.co.uk 

Val Simons, Business Secretary 

Eastwood & District U3A 

 

 

 

Calligraphy 

I thought this beautiful item was most appropriate 

for the time of year.  Both the painting and 

“modern style” calligraphy are by Valerie 

Hamson. 

Linda McKay 

 

 

Groups Round Up continued 
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Groups Round Up continued 

Members On Their Own Plus 
 

What is MOTO Plus? 

A new social Interest Group for all U3A Members who have to go out on their own. 

Who is eligible? 

Any U3A Member who has to go out socially without a Partner. 

What is its purpose? 

To create a friendly group of like-minded Members who would like to go to various events and functions 

with friends. 

What will you do? 

Encourage Members to interact with each other - get involved and go together to various activities. 

What sort of proposed activities? 

Visits to the Cinema at Ilkeston and Derby 

Occasional Sunday lunches – Midweek lunches – various local pubs and cafes 

Visits to Lakeside Art Centre, Derby Museum etc for ad hoc Exhibitions 

Ilkeston Museum - local events and craft fairs 

Coffee Mornings/Afternoon Teas 

Local Pub Quizzes 

Local Bus Company Day Trips 

Garden Centres – short walks 

National Trust Properties and Gardens 

Local Shopping Centres  

Other activities which Members suggest will be most welcome 

When will the new group start? 

The first meeting will be a Coffee/Tea morning on  

Friday December 8th 2017 10.30am at Hogarths, South St Ilkeston 

 

Who are the Group Leader/Contacts? 

Ann Riley, Sue Daley, Mary Derbyshire 

Email: annrileys@hotmail.com  –  susandaley833@btinternet.com  –  mary_duk@yahoo.co.uk 

 

To make this new group a success your support is invaluable 
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Theatre Visits 

 
Theatre Lovers 

Those who have paid for tickets for The Little Mermaid and Magic of Motown, don’t forget to pick 

them up at the November meeting. 

The following productions are still available.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you want 

me to book seats for you.   

Private Lives, a Noel Coward comedy—Wednesday 31st January 2018, 2.30 pm at Derby 

Theatre., cost £17.75.  

Remembering Fred—Wednesday 29th April 2018, 7.30 pm at Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham, 

cost £43.00.  The response for this has been poor for some reason, so if you would like to see it, 

please see me at the meeting. 

Sunset Boulevard—Wednesday 23rd May 2018 2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost 

£43.00 (there will be a reduction if we can get at least 10) 

I have no more new performances to tell you about at the moment. 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  
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Who’d have thought it! – the U3A gets everywhere 

 

Last week my daughter and I were driving back off Dartmoor where we had been walking with two 

energetic dogs.  I saw a notice saying “Who’d have thought it” village inn and because of my interest 

in inn signs we followed the narrow lane down to a beautiful village. The Inn was there just waiting for 

us to explore and have lunch as well. 

A party of four at the next table asked how we had found this establishment and when I said that we 

had researched inn signs as part of our history U3A group they were delighted.  Two of the group 

belonged to Havant U3A and so a lively discussion  followed   

Not only did I find a new sign, which incidentally has just won an award for its unusual name, but we 

made new friends just from belonging to the U3A. 

And here is the inn sign.                                                  

Janet Joy 

 

 

 

 

Item of further interest 
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