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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

                 Tuesday 5th December 

                  10.00 am at the Arena 
 

           Our meeting this month will be our 

 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

 

Please note entry will be limited to those who have  

purchased a ticket 

 

 

Further details overleaf 

 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

Wishing all our members a  
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Notices from the Committee 

Christmas Celebration—Tuesday 5th December—10.00 am at the Arena 

On this occasion we will be registering everyone downstairs and ask you to please stay downstairs 

until we call you to come up, to give us time to set everything out on the tables upstairs.  There will be 

raffle tickets on sale (with money prizes) when you register.  By doing it this way there will be no 

queues on the stairs and you can go straight to your chosen table. 

There will be live music during the morning, and a seasonal quiz on the tables (with a prize for the 

winners).  A selection of photos will be displayed on the screen as we did in June.  Kevin will lead a 

sing-along and there will also be the opportunity to join in with some dancing with the Dancing Group. 

Why not join in the fun with ‘Secret Santa’!  Bring a gift to the Christmas Celebration, cost about £4-£5 

(maximum) and leave with a surprise parcel to open on Christmas Day. 

Enjoy your morning! 

Barbara Green 

Membership Renewal 

A reminder that renewals are due by 31st December.  As in previous years, I will not be dealing with 

renewals at the Christmas Celebration.  However, you can still bring your completed renewal form, 

enclosed, with your payment of £18.50, in a sealed envelope.  Payment can be either cash or a 

cheque made payable to ‘Ilkeston U3A’.  I will have a box ready to put the envelopes into at the 

Christmas Celebration.  Renewal forms can be downloaded from the website and must be included 

with your payment.  It would be really helpful if members would let me have their renewals in this way, 

so that I can process them before the next meeting. The last January meeting was extremely busy and 

chaotic with many members wanting to renew their membership, as well as newcomers wanting to 

join. 

Thank you, 

John Smart, Treasurer 

Coffee Morning 

The committee are holding a Coffee Morning on Monday 15th January, 10.15-11.30 am. The venue 

will be confirmed in the next newsletter and at the first open meeting of 2018. We are particularly 

inviting new members so they can chat to us and get to know more about U3A. However it’s open to 

anyone. It would be great for new people to talk to more established members who can tell them of 

their wide and varied experiences within U3A.  

We look forward to seeing you and enjoying a cuppa together . . . and a piece of cake probably!  Any 

enquiries please contact Deb Bond 01773 741401. 

 

The Committee  

Can you remember the story about Somebody, Nobody, Anybody and Everybody? 

Well, Somebody (in fact 3 somebodies) have stepped forward for re-election to the Committee next 

year.  I wonder if Anybody else is out there?  If not Nobody will have an Ilkeston U3A next year and 

Somebody will need to contact our planned speakers and cancel them. 

Just a reminder to Everybody that nomination forms are available.   

Ann Richards 
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Groups Round Up 

 Art Appreciation Group 

In November, the Group visited Derby Museum 

and Art Gallery specifically to see the Joseph 

Wright Gallery and some of his drawings 

housed in the Study Room.   

Working during the Age of Enlightenment, 

Wright is probably best known for his paintings 

depicting scenes of scientific lectures.  In The 

Orrery a lamp replaces the light of the sun and 

shines on the fascinated faces of a group of 

children and adults.  This use of light, pushing 

back the dark, can also be seen in Wright’s 

paintings of Blacksmiths and a Hermit in his 

cave. 

Wright was also a successful portrait painter, 

producing portraits of the gentry and merchant 

classes.  A picture of Richard Arkwright Senior 

with a model of his invention of the water 

powered spinning frame and a painting of 

Arkwright Junior and family are hung side by 

side, with portraits of other illustrious local 

families.   

As a friend of Erasmus Darwin (Charles’ 

grandfather) and John Whitehurst (clockmaker, 

scientist and geologist), Joseph Wright also 

gained knowledge from local industrialists, 

miners, mineralogists and geologists to inform 

his Derbyshire landscapes. 

We were also able to visit the Study Room 

where they keep numerous drawers full of 

Wright’s drawings. There wasn’t much time to 

explore them all but looking at a few was an 

informative experience.  There were sketches of 

hands, noses, sleeves and drawings he’d made 

on his Italian tour. 

Also on display in this room is the newly 

discovered painting of The Ponte Nomentano 

(near Rome).  This painting was featured in 

episode two of BBC4’s Britain’s Lost 

Masterpeices.  Languishing in the archive vaults 

of Derby Museum and very badly restored and 

overpainted in the 1970’s it wasn’t accredited to 

Wright until the programme unearthed its 

possibilities and it was restored to its original 

beauty.  It was a privilege to be able to look so 

closely at the newly ‘discovered’ Joseph Wright. 

Everyone enjoyed their afternoon and I believe 

some will be returning to take a longer look.   

Derby Museum and Art Gallery has much, much 

more to offer than ‘just’ Wright’s work and I can 

highly recommend a visit. 

www.derbymuseums.org.uk 

Sue Daley 

Classic Book Group 

Next year we will be reading ’Tender is the 

Night’ by Scott Fitzgerald, ‘Howard’s End’ by E. 

M. Foster, ‘The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie’ by 

Muriel Spark and ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ by Harriet 

Beecher Stowe, and this is just the beginning of 

the year.  If this has wetted your appetite, 

please get in touch for details of how to join our 

small and friendly group. 

June Harrison 

Shakespeare Group 

2018—A good Time to Join the Shakespeare 

Group  

The Group is open to everyone—none of us are 

experts.  We all learn as we go along. 

We have finished 2017 by reading ‘Othello’, a 

play we really enjoyed.  We are going to start 

2018 with some light relief—’Much Ado About 

Nothing’—before going on to read ‘The 

Merchant of Venice’, leading, for those who are 

interested, to a trip to see it performed at 

Tolethorpe Hall in the Spring.  So it would be a 

good time to join us.  We meet upstairs at the U 

Choose Smoothie Bar on Bath Street on the first 

and third Thursdays of the month.  If you are 

interested, do contact me, Robin Short, on 0115 

7794929 or email r_short2@sky.com.  You will 

be very welcome. 

Robin Short 

Dancing Group 

The Dancing Group will not be meeting in 

December.  The next meeting will be on 16th 

January 2018, 2.00 pm at Trefoil House. 

Glenys Donson 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 History 2 Group 

Our session began with a group discussion 

trying to define “what is real history”  What do 

you mean by "history"-  do you really not know if 

it is true? 

We looked at different ways to analyse data, 

seek out disinterested third party reports  and  

how to use our own judgement 

We came to realise that there is no definitive 

version of history and that all the best historians 

can do is to come to a general consensus as to 

what the best explanation can be.  Also we 

found that any consensus is always being re-

examined and potentially revised by the next 

generation of young historians.  

We looked at examples of how accounts of 

events will vary according to when written or 

told, by whom and whether it was manually 

recorded or just word of mouth. 

Earlier this year at the American Society of 

Physicians a paper was presented by a doctor 

looking into the history of the medical 

profession, using some famous 

and not so famous paintings 

and photographs to try and 

discover how the history of the 

progress in medicine and also 

the respect for doctors was 

recorded. 

Starting with Galen and 

ending with a photograph of 

a country doctor that 

appeared in Life magazine 

we looked at the medical 

profession from the point of view of the artist. 

Some were satirical giving the artist chance to 

express their regard or even disregard for the 

profession. 

One of our favourites was 

‘Science and Charity’ painted 

by Pablo Picasso at the age 

of 16. Picasso posed his 

father as a physician to 

illustrate the concepts of 

physician and spirituality. 

We looked briefly how history, using the Black 

Death as an example, is now often illustrated by 

computer-generated images. 

The session ended with a quiz on a variety of 

unusual medical treatments, for the group to 

guess if they were truth or fiction. 

Janet Joy 

Gardening Group 

The Gardening Group had their Christmas 

fuddle on Friday 24th November.  We had an 

excellent turn out and a fun quiz with 

refreshments.  This is the last one of the year 

and I, Wendy, stood down as group leader and 

handed everything over to Ann Wood and 

Barbara Bailey, who will be running the group 

from now on. 

I would like to say ‘Thank you’ to everyone for 

their support (and for my plant) and I know we 

will all look forward to February when we start 

again.  Please support Ann and Barbara in their 

new role. 

Merry Christmas, everyone, and a Happy New 

Year! 

Wendy Wesley 

History 1 Group 

This month Beverley Kilby gave us a talk about 

the symbolism on gravestones.  She showed 

photographs of many different graves, including 

a lot from Park Cemetery, Stanton Road 

Cemetery and Kirk Hallam Churchyard.  Like 

some of our group, Beverley is intrigued by the 

inscriptions and the ‘artwork’ on the gravestones 

and what they actually mean.  For example, 

there are five different types of cross, from 

Celtic to Calvary.  Many graves have Doves of 

Peace and a lot have the IHS for Jesus.  There 

are columns and scrolls signifying the length of 

life a person has had and some incredible 

inscriptions.  Beverley  has often followed the 

story of the person buried to find out about their 

life and, in some cases, how they got to be 

there.  It was intriguing and enlightening and 

well worth a second talk. 

Colin Lee 
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History 1 and 2, Joint Visit to Nottingham 

University Museum 

In October a small contingent of about 16 

members of the combined History Groups were 

made very welcome at the Nottingham 

University Museum.  We were 

taken into a side room and a 

large box of artefacts was 

produced and the items were 

handed round, whilst we wore 

protective gloves.  There was a 

wide ranging number and type of 

items offered for us to handle, 

e.g. ancient stone 

axes, Roman bath 

equipment, tools for cleaning out 

earwax and various tiles, amongst 

many others.  Each item was explained to us 

and much discussion took place regarding all 

the items.  Following this we were allowed to 

explore the museum itself, which is open to the 

general public.  Incidentally, they do have a 

splendid café.  Altogether this was an excellent 

visit and much appreciation was extended not 

only to the University, but to Colin Lee for his 

efforts in organising all these events. 

Alwyn Holmes 

Calligraphy 

Seasons Greetings to all our Ilkeston U3A 

members from The Calligraphy Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda McKay 

 

Groups Round Up continued 

The Magic of Motown—Theatre visit, Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham 

On this occasion the under-fifties were definitely in the minority as the theatre filled 

and we all waited expectantly for the show to begin.  We were not disappointed.  

From the first few notes of the opening number there were people on their feet 

dancing and ready for a good time.  It was a very vibrant, lively show, with a first 

rate band and a group of singers that belted out all those familiar songs and 

danced tirelessly for the entire show. It was a non-stop, pulsating spectacle with 

one toe-tapping song after another.  Soon we were transported back to our youth, reliving those days 

when the charts were filled with the likes of the Four Tops, Supremes and Temptations, as well as The 

Beatles and Rolling Stones. Remembering the Saturday nights we spent strutting our stuff at a disco, with 

the ultraviolet lights making our white clothes glow, mini skirts and maxi dresses. We had songs we could, 

and still can, sing along to.  It amazes me how, after all these years, the lyrics come flooding back again, 

as soon as the first strains of the intro begins.  It was definitely, in my humble opinion, a great time to be 

young.  And still young at heart, by the end of the evening the whole theatre was on their feet, boogying.  

All too soon the show was over and we were out in the cold night air waiting, bus passes at the ready, for 

the bus back to Ilkeston.  Perhaps we have had the best of both worlds? 

Thank you to Jenny for booking the seats for us.   

Janis Henshaw 
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Theatre Visits 

 

Theatre Lovers 

I am intending to have a desk for Theatre Visits at the Christmas Celebration to give out tickets 

already booked for Remembering Fred and Private Lives. There will also be a refund for Private 

Lives 

I have two tickets left for Jersey Boys at the Theatre Royal, Nottingham, on 10th May at 2.00 pm, 

cost £39.50.  First come, first served. 

Hopefully, by the Christmas meeting I will have been able to book some tickets for a performance by 

the Russian Ballet, at the Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham on Thursday 8th February at 2.00 pm, 

cost £35.50.  Again these will be sold on a first come, first served basis.  

If you are interested in either of these two performances please bring your cheque book and 

pay on the day, as these tickets will already have been paid for.   

If anyone is interested in seeing Top Hat at the Theatre Royal on 2nd June, 2.30 pm, cost £23.50, 

please put your name on the list which will be available at the desk. 

I have no more new performances to tell you about at the moment. 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com 

         

OUTINGS 

Visit to the Richard III Exhibition 

I am in the process of organising a trip to the Richard III Exhibition in Leicester probably in the Spring 

next year.  The cost will be £7, to include a tour and a talk.  If anyone is interested in going, please 

contact me on 0115 8756042 or email: barbaragreen@sky.com before 31st December. 

Please note, this does not include transport.  This will be arranged later.  Travelling by coach will add 

considerably more to the cost, but depending on numbers I might be able to arrange travel at little or no 

cost.  For the time being I just need to book the visit to the Exhibition before 31st December, so please 

let me know as soon as possible if you are interested. 

Barbara Green 
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