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ILKESTON U3A 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12 September 2017 

 
PRESENT;  Ann Riley (Acting Chair) Marian Stopper, John Smart, Ann Richards, Barbara 
Green, Valerie Buxton, June Harrison, Deborah Bond 
 
APOLOGIES:  John Bell 

  Action 
17.063 Minutes of Meeting held on 8 August 2017  
 Confirmed as accurate and signed.  
   

 Matters Arising  
 a. Key Safe – John Bell to be asked to remove the redundant key 

safe and make this available for sale to any member who may be 
interested (via book stall).    

 
b. First Aid leaflets – John Bell to be asked to clarify how many 

booklets (f any) have already been obtained. 

John Bell 
 
 
 

John Bell 

   

17.064 Open Meetings  
 a.  December Christmas Party  
 The minutes of the PPSC held on 21 August 2017 have been circulated.   

Noted that 22 tickets (at £3 each) have been sold.  June Harrison 
advised that she would be meeting with the Arena on 19 September to 
confirm the arrangements for the Interest Group Fair. The PPSC 
confirmed that any detailed information or requests which also required 
to be discussed or clarified in relation to Christmas would be notified to 
her promptly. 

 
 
 
 

PPSC 

   

 b. Interest Group Fair   
 Reminders have been sent to group leaders who have not yet 

responded to requests to provide information.    
Confirmed/agreed that: 

 in the absence of Ann Riley, John Bell would officiate 

 tea/coffee would be available from 10.30 am 

 Deborah Bond would organise the team of meeters and greeters 

 
 

   

 The value of holding an Interest Group Fair was discussed.   It was 
noted that although it was common practice in U3As it was not essential 
or necessarily appropriate to our local needs.   Agreed that the 2018 
programme would not include this but if a significant number of requests 
were received for it to be reinstated in some form in future years, it 
would be reviewed. 

 
Ann Richards 

for programme 

   

17.065 Comments/queries/involvement with members  
 a.  Fire Station Community Room – Keithley Branson has emailed group 

a simple questionnaire to leaders who use the Community Room to find 
out more about the problems being experienced so that he can help with 
finding a solution. Marian confirmed that she would check with Keithley 
that the email circulation list of group leaders he had used was accurate. 

 
 
 

Marian 
Stopper 

   

 b.  Suggestion Box – four suggestions received.  Two relate directly to 
the Christmas Party and will be responded to by the PPSC.  
 
In addition there were suggestions relating to: 

 Overhead lighting and the need to switch off whilst images are 
projected on screen.   Agreed this was sensible and committee 
members who were closest to the switches at the appropriate time 
would action 
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  Action 

 Refreshments – suggestion that refreshments should be available on 
arrival.   Agreed that this should be trialled for November and 
January – adjusting timings slightly so that welcome and opening 
announcements commence at approx. 10.30. 

  
Actions 

 Deborah Bond to provide feedback to originators 

 Ann Richards to submit information to Janis Henshaw for newsletter 

 
Deborah Bond 
Ann Richards 

   

 c.  Volunteer rota  - Ann Riley confirmed that she had been in telephone 
contact with the names on the refreshment rota for October and had 
received confirmation from the majority that they would be available.   In 
further discussions it was agreed that the volunteer rota for meeters and 
greeters should be maintained, but that volunteers to help with 
refreshments would be sought on the day.  

 
 

   

17.066 Committee Membership  
 Agreed that it would be sensible to make an early start on the process 

for making appointments at the AGM – some existing committee 
members indicated that they would not be seeking re-election and/or 
had already served their full terms. 
Action:  Ann Richards to draft an article to be published in the newsletter 
and seek comments on this before submitting to Janis Henshaw. 

 
 
 
 

Ann Richards 

   

17.067 Routine Reports  
 a.  Finance  - report has been circulated.   In response to queries raised, 

John Smart advised that the cost of providing a Christmas Party, over 
and above routine monthly expenditure for room rental and speaker 
fees, had to be met from income from ticket sales and the proceeds of 
raffles and book sales. The available funds from raffles and book sales 
in 2017 were clearly identifiable and had been made available to the 
PPSC.   It was not, however, practicable to identify the residual value of 
any funds from previous years. It was agreed that this was now the 
appropriate time to review the previous decision in relation to making a 
charge for refreshments at monthly meetings.   With effect from 
November, it was agreed that voluntary contributions towards the costs 
of refreshments should be sought.  A small plate or similar to be placed 
on the table with the cups.  

 

   

 b. Interest Groups –  a new group (Play Reading) has been formed and 
would be holding its first meeting under the leadership of Sue 
Widdowson in the next few days. 

 

   

 c. Business Secretary – a report has been circulated by John Bell and 
any outstanding issues will be included on the next agenda. 

 

   

17.068 Reports from other meetings  
 a.  Cluster – June Harrison reported that she had attended a meeting of 

Interest Group Co-ordinators.   June advised that the meeting had been 
of limited value to Ilkeston U3A. 

 

   

 b. National – nothing to report  
   

17.069 Other Business  
 John Smart referred to a previously agreed action to investigate the 

possibility of promoting the Ilkeston U3A with a free advertisement in 
local publications. Agreed that it was not appropriate at this time to 
embark on any publicity drive as membership continues to grow at a 
steady rate. 
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  Action 
 

17.062 Next Meeting  
 Tuesday 10 October 2017 – apologies from Ann Richards noted.   

Barbara will act as minute secretary, 
 

 


