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ILKESTON U3A 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13 June 2017 

 
PRESENT:    Ann Riley (Acting Chair), Marian Stopper John Smart, Ann Richards, June 
Harrison, Valerie Buxton, Barbara Green, John Bell 
 
APOLOGIES:  Deborah Bond 
  Action 
17.040 Minutes of Meeting held on 9 May 2017  
 Confirmed as accurate and signed  
   

 Matters arising    
 The schedule of membership fees payable, pro rata for joining mid year, 

has now been updated and copies will be made available to the 
Membership Secretary, Business Secretary and the signing in desks. 

 

   

17.041 Open Meetings  
 a.  June Meeting (social)  
 Positive verbal feedback had been received from a number of members 

and a written note of appreciation had also been received. 
 
Agreed to include an item in the newsletter expressing thanks to everyone 
for taking part and to some specific members and Interest Groups for their 
contributions.    

 
 
 
 

Ann Riley 

   

 b.  July meeting  
 Reminder that this will be a presentation by a team from the RAF.  The 

team, four members, will arrive in one vehicle at approx. 9.00 am.   We 
need to ensure that they are offered refreshments on arrival as they will 
have been travelling a long distance. 
 
c.  Christmas Party 
The Programme Planning Sub Group recommends that this should again 
be held at the Seven Oaks.  The venue provides hot food, easy access 
and is generally good value for money.   The PPSG to proceed on this 
basis – to include sourcing some professional entertainment. 

 
 

All 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PPSG 
   

17.042 Newsletters  
 Ann Riley confirmed that she had been able to contact the majority of 

those members who had not collected the individually named newsletters 
that had been prepared for them.   A variety of reasons for non-collection 
given; holidays, illness, prior appointments.    

 

   

 John Bell advised that for the May meeting, 18 copies of the newsletter 
had been printed but had not been annotated with the names of specific 
members.  These had been made available alongside a printed list of 
members who would normally receive a printed newsletter. Twelve 
members had collected a printed copy, and indicated this on the list 
supplied.   A further four copies had been collected, without any 
indication, leaving only two copies not used. 
 
It was agreed that this could be a sensible approach to take and it was 
agreed to trial this for a further three months and then review again. 
 
Ann Riley advised that as part of the telephone contact she had made 
with members, she had been concerned that one new member who had 
not collected her newsletter had given some negative comments about 
the welcome she had received.   The member had been given some 
reassurances but it was not known if she would attend any further 
meetings or interest groups. 
 

 
 

Ann Riley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Bell 
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  Action 
17.043 Comments/queries from members  
 a. Fire Station Community Room  
 The difficulties reported in manipulating the key safe to access the key to 

the room were noted.   John Bell agreed to research the possibility of 
obtaining an alternative design of key safe and, if this was available, seek 
the consent of the neighbouring house (where the key safe was located) 
to install this to replace the existing. 
 
John Smart advised that he had yet to speak to Keithley Branson to get 
some advice about connecting laptops to the screen.   He agreed to 
progress this in the near future. 

 
 
 

John Bell 
 
 
 
 

John Smart 

   

 b.  Membership of Committee  
 A member had queried the inclusion of Val Buxton on the Committee and 

had been correctly assured that Val had been co-opted on to the 
Committee with full voting rights in accordance with the constitution. 

 

   

17.044 Equipment   
   

 John Bell advised that the printer had developed a fault and it was likely 
that it was beyond economic repair.  It was agreed that John should 
source a replacement printer suitable for bulk printing.   John confirmed 
that he would look at all available options, including contract printing, for a 
budget of approximately £300, 

 
 
 

John Bell 

   
17.045 Routine Reports  
   

 Finance Report  
 The finance report had been circulated.   John Smart advised that the 

deficit in May was a reflection of the payment of two invoices for room 
rental in one month.   Overall the figures indicated the balance in hand at 
the end of financial year was likely to be consistent with that reported at 
the end of the last financial year. 

 

   
 Membership Report – has been circulated.   Noted that the numbers 

included on the signing in sheets appeared to be lower than the actual 
number present in June.   This may be, in part, the result of the volunteer 
team and other early arrivals not signing in. 

 

   
 Interest Group Report  
 June Harrison advised that she had received no reports, either negative 

or positive from any Interest Groups. 
 

   

 June had advised members of the Members on their Own Group (MOTO) 
that she was intending to step down as leader of the group and unless a 
new leader was identified the group may have to close.   June confirmed 
that she would put an article in the newsletter to this effect.    
 
June was thanked for her work in leading this group and encouraged to 
continue in the role of Interest Group Co-ordinator, despite the persistent 
problems in a lack of communication from group leaders.   June agreed to 
write a letter for the newsletter aimed at inspiring group leaders. 
 
Business Secretary  
a. Minute file 
Archive copies of minutes and documents have been collected from Celia 
Briggs and will be amalgamated into one file.   Signed copies of 
Committee minutes to be kept, for the time being, with Ann Richards as 
acting minute secretary. 
 

 
 

June Harrison 
 
 
 
 

June Harrison 
 
 
 
 

John Bell 
 
 

Ann Richards 
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  Action 
 

17.046 Reports from other meetings  
 a.  Cluster 

John Smart advised that it might be possible to arrange to meet with 
Hucknall U3A in June.   Ann Riley is in separate contact with Eastwood. 

 

   
 b. Derbyshire Network – meeting on 19 June 2017 and Ann Riley will 

attend, possibly with John Smart. 
 
Interest Group Co-ordinators – June Harrison to respond to an invitation 
to attend a meeting of Interest Group Co-ordinators in August. 

 

   

17.047 Other Business  
 Book sales – agreed that there would be no book sales at social events 

(including Christmas) or at the October Interest Group Fair.  Include 
information to this effect in the newsletter. 
 
Suggestion Box – agreed to reinstate the suggestion box (in response to 
comments from a member).   Marian Stopper agreed to make it available 
at monthly meetings and liaise with Deborah Bond re regular monitoring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian Stopper 
   

17.048 Next meeting(s) 
Tuesday 11 July at 10.00 am at Ilkeston Fire Station Community Room.    
 
Agreed to continue with the existing pattern of monthly meetings. 
Note:   The October meeting to be held at  June Harrison’s home as the 
Community Room is not available. 
. 

 
 
 
 
 

All 

   
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………..  
 Ann Riley, Deputy Chair    


