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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 5th September 

 

Our Speaker today is 

Local Historian Robert Mee M.A. 

who will be talking to us about the history of 

The Erewash Valley Trail 

 

Robert specialises in the history of the Heanor and  

Langley Mill area, but also the wider area into Derbyshire and  

Nottinghamshire 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

September Volunteer Rota 

Anita Crook Lesley Brett 

Sue Attenborough Sheila Croucher 

Susan Beedle  

Dennis Brett  

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

Please note that there have been a few changes to the lists, following 
changes requested by members who are unable to attend in the month 

they were listed to volunteer, or do not attend the monthly meetings 

September October November 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Susan Beedle 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Sheila Croucher 

Margaret Cuttell 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson 

Tom Perry 

Ruth Perry 

Sylvia Newsome 

Janice Matthewman 

Raymond Hopkinson 

Pat Hunt 

Stevie Short 

Robin Short 

Phillip Francomb 

Peter Winfield 

Joanne Fenneley 

Cuthbert Wilkinson 

Trevor Bamford 

December  

Vicki Cummings 

David Halstead 

June Barnes 

Paula Creed 

Lynn Stanley 

Chris Hindmarch  

Please note that once the Christmas Party arrangements have been decided those 

people on the rota for December could be moved over to January 2018.   

Please also see the notice on page 3. 

Volunteers 2017 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with 

another member to take your place and advise a member of the Committee who you’ve 

swapped with and what month that person was scheduled.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to 

help out due to health reasons, please inform the Committee and you will be taken off the rota.  

We are also aware that some members don’t necessarily attend the monthly main meetings.  If 

this applies to you please contact the Committee to be taken off the rota 
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Notices from the Committee 

To all members 

 

Refreshments Rota 

Those members who were at the main meeting in August will have realised we are having a few 

problems with the refreshments rota.  In order to rectify this, the Committee is hoping to organise a 

permanent rota of approximately 20 people to undertake the job.  If this is not possible it might result 

in there being no tea or coffee, which we think would be a great shame, as members use this time to 

socialise.  If you are willing to offer your services, please contact one of the Committee Members and 

we will put things in motion.  We hope to have this in place by the January Meeting. 

 

Suggestion Box 

For the last two meetings our bright yellow suggestion box has been on the entrance desk where 

members register, but we have had few suggestions.  We appreciate that the entrance area can be 

rather busy, so we are going to place it on the stage which will be a more prominent place. There will 

be forms to write your suggestions on and pens and pencils so please let us know your thoughts. 

We want your ideas and opinions so we can try to act on them. You don’t need to leave your name but 

if you print it in the given space we will ring and inform you of the Committee’s decision.  

 

Christmas Social 

We’ve had no suggestions for the Christmas social. Do any of the interest groups have anything they 

could do? Or perhaps an individual would like to do something. Can you suggest anyone we could 

approach? We have to move quickly but would like to hear from you. 

 

Thank you 

The Committee 
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GROUPS ROUND UP 

 
Golf 

The Golf Group had a great day at Morley 

Hayes with good weather and very good scores.  

Best score of the day came from John Wesley.  

Only 2 shots behind we had Peter Hopkinson 

and Kevin McKay.  Peter equalled his best 

round at Morley Hayes and was very happy.  All 

the players improved except me [note to self—

must try harder].  The next game is again at 

Morley Hayes on 4th September, meeting at 

10.30 am.  All welcome.  As you can see from 

the photo, it’s a friendly group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Winfield 

 

Bowls 

Please note, there will be no Bowls session until 

Monday 4th September, and then on the 18th 

September.  Then the season closes.  Our 

super coaches at The Stute are off to Skeggy to 

take part in the National Finals and we wish 

them all lots of luck. 

Deb Bond 

 

History 1 

This month 22 members went on an historical 

walk around the English Borough part of 

Nottingham led by Alfreton U3A member 

Graham Clarke.  We were shown many old 

buildings and with photographs and plans, saw 

how they had changed over the years and how 

Nottingham got the names for many of its 

streets.  In fact, around the Council House, 

some streets had a different name depending 

on which side of the road you were on.  We 

stopped at the Herbert Kilpin bar for some 

refreshment and learnt that Herbert had been a 

Nottingham lad and played for a team with black 

and red stripes.  He had excelled at many sports 

and emigrated to Milan where he set up an 

Athletics Club, which also played football.  It is 

now known as Athletica Milan.  One of the top 

teams in Italy, they still play in his colours in 

respect of his memory.  The walk continued 

around the Lace Market and to the OLD Theatre 

Royal, where Lord Byron graced its plays, and 

one of the best actors in the 19th century played 

in many of Shakespeare’s plays.  He was 

Edward Kean and his name can still be seen on 

a further pub, The Keans Head.  A great day 

out, despite the cold wind. 

Colin Lee 

 

Crafts 1 and 2 

Here are the members of the Craft Groups 1 

and 2, enjoying themselves making windmills 

and roses.  Photos by Kieran Law, age 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Green 
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Groups Round Up continued 

  

 

History 2 

At the August meeting we discussed the 
involvement of Britain in the slave trade. Slavery 
was recorded in ancient cultures including 
Ancient Egypt, Mycenaean Greece, Rome and 
Assyria.   

John Hawkins is considered to be the first 
English slave trader beginning in 1562.  We 
learnt how goods were sent to the west coast of 
Africa and sold to buy slaves. These were 
shipped to the Americas to work on the cotton, 
tobacco and sugar cane plantations. The third 
stage was the return to Europe with the produce 
of the slave labour plantations: cotton, tobacco, 
molasses and rum. 

We saw engravings and posters illustrating 
transport, auctions, housing, living conditions, 
clothing and the harsh treatment metered out 
both as a punishment and a deterrent to running 
away. 

We discussed who profited from these exploits 
and the prosperity that came to Liverpool, 
London and Bristol. 

We finished by remembering William Wilberforce 
who succeeded in getting Parliament to ban 
slavery in the British Empire in 1833 and John 
Brown who was hanged in America for being an 
abolitionist. It was not until 1865 that slavery was 
officially banned in America. 

The talk was followed by a very interesting 
reading, by a member of the group, from a book 
retelling the personal account of a slave by 
describing in their own words, what it was 
actually like to be a slave in the USA.  

        
  

  

        

  

Janet Joy 

 

Scrabble 

Keep your brain cells active by joining our 

Scrabble group    

We meet at The Rutland Cottage pub, Heanor 
Road from 2.00 pm until 4.00 pm on the second 
Monday of each month – not 1.30 as stated on 
your programs. 

New players and all abilities are welcome to join 
us. 

Ann Shoebridge 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 Calligraphy 

This is another contribution from ‘a member of 
the Calligraphy Group’.   

It is the last stanza from ‘Diary of a Church 
Mouse’ by John Betjeman (1906—1984). 

Linda McKay 

 

 

 

Theatre Lovers 

I have booked 14 tickets for Jersey Boys for those who expressed an interest.  Please see me at the 

September meeting to pay for your ticket if you have put your name down for this show. 

Also I have reserved 16 tickets for Private Lives, a Noel Coward comedy.  This is at Derby Theatre on 

Wednesday 31st January 2018 at 2.30 pm.  The cost will be £17.75.  

The following productions are still available.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you want me to 

book seats for you.   

My Fair Lady—Wednesday 25th October 7.30pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £18.50 
 

The Little Mermaid—Thursday 9th November  2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £26.00 
 

Magic of Motown—Thursday 23rd November 8.00pm at the Royal Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £26.00 

and 6 at £27.00 
 

Remembering Fred—Wednesday 29th April 2017  7.30pm 2018 at Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £43.00 
 

Sunset Boulevard—Wednesday 23rd May 2018 2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £43.00 

(there will be a reduction if we can get at least 10) 

 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  

           

Theatre Visits 
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