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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 1st August 

 

Our Speaker today is 

Dr David Appleby 

who will be telling us about  

 

The British Civil Wars in the Caribbean  

 

Dr Appleby is a History Lecturer at Nottingham University. 

His talk will look at how the Civil Wars affected Barbados and  

other English possessions in the Caribbean 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

July Volunteer Rota 

Maureen Whitbread Janet Joy 

Wayland Rice Sue Eaton 

Ann Wheatley  

Chris Richards  

*** IMPORTANT *** 
 

Please note:  All those attending the monthly meetings must sign in at either of 

the two desks at the entrance to the meeting hall of The Arena.  This is necessary 

so that we know how many have attended and, even more important, it is 

required to comply with fire regulations.  If you arrive early, before the signing-

in sheet is available, please make sure you return to the desk later to sign in.  
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Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

Please note that there have been a few changes to the lists, following 
changes requested by members who are unable to attend in the month 

they were listed to volunteer, or do not attend the monthly meetings 

 

August September October 

Maureen Whitbread 

Wayland Rice 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Sue Eaton 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Susan Beedle 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Sheila Croucher 

Margaret Cuttell 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson 

Tom Perry 

Ruth Perry 

Sylvia Newsome 

Janice Matthewman 

Raymond Hopkinson 

Pat Hunt 

November December  

Stevie Short 

Robin Short 

Phillip Francomb 

Peter Winfield 

Joanne Fenneley 

Cuthbert Wilkinson 

Trevor Bamford 

Vicki Cummings 

David Halstead 

June Barnes 

Paula Creed 

Lynn Stanley 

Chris Hindmarch  

Please note that once the Christmas Party 

arrangements have been decided and announced 

those people on the rota for December may well 

be moved over to January 2018 

Volunteers 2017 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with 

another member to take your place and advise Ann Shoebridge who you’ve swapped with and 

what month that person was scheduled.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to 

health reasons, please inform Ann who will remove you from the rota.  Ann is also aware that 

some members don’t necessarily attend the monthly main meetings.  If this applies to you 

please contact Ann who will remove you from the rota 
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GROUPS ROUND UP 

 
Crafts 

We already have two Craft 

Groups running at the moment, 

which are both full.  If any new 

members are interested in 

joining please get in touch and 

maybe we can start a third 

group. 

In the sessions we do a variety of things, 

including many different types of cards, a few 

things made from paper and material including 

flowers, windmills, hedgehogs and trees.  We 

have also had visiting crafters to show us new 

ideas.  Some of our members also come up with 

suggestions.  We usually show some of our 

items at the annual Interest Groups Fair in 

October.  Look out for more things this year! 

 Barbara Green 

 

Dancing 

The Dancing Group is continuing throughout the 

summer.  The next meetings are: 

Tuesday 18th July at 2 pm at Trefoil House 

Tuesday 15th August at 2 pm at Trefoil House 

New members will be very welcome.  We do a 

variety of dances—Sequence, Line, etc. and if 

someone wishes to learn a particular dance 

then Kevin will do his best to teach it. 

Glenys Donson 

 

History 2 

The History 2 Group had a 

very enjoyable and informative 

morning at the Wollaton 

Dovecote Museum in the 

heart of Wollaton village.  It 

was built in about 1565 by Sir Francis 

Willoughby to provide food for himself and his 

household throughout the year.  At this time the 

Wollaton Hall that we know today had not yet 

been built and The Willoughby’s lived in the old 

Hall, which was near the church.   There is 

nothing left of the old Hall now, but the new Hall 

was built just a few years after the Dovecote. 

The Dovecote is quite small but inside it has a 

central wall with nesting boxes on each side and 

along all the other internal walls.  There were 

approximately 1180 L-

shaped nesting boxes, 

which could house up to 

4,700 birds.  The birds 

were bred for both the 

meat and the eggs.  

Many of the nesting 

boxes are high up in the 

walls and there were walkways above the 

ground so that the eggs and birds could be 

collected.  The birds accessed the dovecote 

through two glovers (an anglicised French word 

for “opening”).  One was on the roof and the 

other above the south door.  The glover on the 

roof has been rebuilt to its former style, but the 

pantiled roof has its original rafters.  There is no 

public access to the south door now, as it is part 

of the boundary of a private garden, but the 

initials FW are worked in black bricks either side 

of the door. 

In more recent history the building was used as 

stables but it was dilapidated by 1920.  By the 

1960’s it was derelict and there were plans to 

demolish it and build houses.  A campaign by 

local residents saved it and in 1987 it was 

restored by Nottingham Civic Society.  It is now 

a Grade II listed building, owned by Nottingham 

City Council and leased to Wollaton Historical 

and Conservation Society.  A team of well 

informed volunteers opens the building to 

visitors in the summer months and inside there 

is a local history museum and various 

exhibitions on topics of local interest.  On our 

visit there were a number of beautiful costumes 

of the era of the Willoughby’s, which was during 

the reign of Elizabeth I, and we learned some 

fascinating facts 

about them.  

Thank you to 

Janet Joy for 

arranging the 

visit, even 

though she was 

unable to attend 

it herself. 

Janis Henshaw  

One of the volunteer guides with 

a collection of Elizabethan style 

costumes 

Note the nesting boxes 

behind the pictures on 

the wall 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 4 

 

 
Groups Round Up continued 

 Photography 

The Photography Group took advantage of a 

sunny July afternoon, between rainy days, to 

have a photographic social outing at Elvaston 

Castle. 

 

 

 

 

 

Phillip Francomb 

History 1 

History Group 1 and a few Group 2 members 

made a visit to Codnor Castle, 

where we were supposed to 

have a talk and guided tour.  

Unfortunately we were let 

down as the guide did not turn 

up.  The members did see the 

Castle ruins however and we learned some of 

the Castle’s history from the Internet on one 

member’s mobile.  Disappointment compelled me 

to write the following rhyme: 

 (Approximately to the tune of Evita) 

 Oh what a cock up, 

 With one no-show, 

 The trip to the Castle, left all of us waiting, 

 And nowhere to go. 
 

 We climbed a stile 

 To see inside, 

 After struggling with lorries and roads, 

 Barely a car-width wide. 

 

 But all was not lost, 

 We had one final addition, 

 We finished up at George’s Tradition! 

 

With apologies to Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd 

Webber! 

 

 

 

 

Colin Lee 

 

Calligraphy 

The buds from last month’s newsletter developed 

into these lovely pink roses, prompting this 

month’s Calligraphy contribution.   

The photograph is again by Kevin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda McKay 

Elvaston Castle 

˂- 

Geese on the lake 

-> 

 

Group members taking 

photos 

<- 

 

View through a window 

-> 
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As those who were at the July meeting will already know, the latest outing to Audley End has had to be 

cancelled through lack of support.  Sorry to those who signed up, but if it had gone ahead with only a 

few members the price would have been far too expensive.  At the moment I am not organising any 

future outings but that is not to say that somebody else can’t organise one.  Please get in touch if you 

are interested. 

Barbara Green 

         

OUTINGS 

           

THEATRE 

 

Theatre Lovers 

The following productions are still available.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you want me 

to book seats for you.   

My Fair Lady—A well known and loved musical   

Wednesday 25th October 7.30pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £18.50 
 

The Little Mermaid—A performance by the renowned Northern ballet  

Thursday 9th November  2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £26.00 
 

Magic of Motown—For all those who remember these songs as though they were yesterday!   

Thursday 23rd November 8.00pm at the Royal Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £26.00 and 6 at £27.00 
 

Remembering Fred—A dance extravaganza by members of Strictly Come Dancing   

Wednesday 29th April 2017  7.30pm 2018 at Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £43.00 
 

Sunset Boulevard—An outstanding Musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Wednesday 23rd May 2018 2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £43.00 (there will be a 

reduction if we can get at least 10) 

 

I hope that I have found something that you love. Please let me know what type of shows you would 

like to see, because the earlier I can book, the better seats we will have.  Discounts are sometimes 

available and, as in the past, these will be refunded to you as soon as possible. 
 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  
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Further items of interest 

An Interesting Encounter 

We visited the Belper River Gardens where, amongst a display of Well 

Dressings done by various groups and schools in the district, was this one by 

the Belper U3A.  Whilst we were studying it a gentleman spoke to us about 

the Belper U3A, telling us what a large group it is and how many interest 

groups there are within it. 

He also told us that he and his wife have a home in France and join the local 

U3A there.  We learned that the French Government support their U3A 

movement and each interest group is given a donation to help run it.  There is a 

a person at each town hall—”La Mairie”—who is responsible for providing 

help, both financially and administratively.  The Government found that people 

live a longer and healthier life with the U3A! 

Rex and Joy Toplis 

 

Cluster Arrangements, July 2017 

Ilkeston U3A has Cluster Arrangements with all of the U3A’s in the list below.  As members of Ilkeston 

U3A, this means we can join up to three of the Interest Groups in any U3A on the list, without having to 

pay a fee to join the U3A itself.  Their members can also join our Interest Groups in the same way.   

The more distant Cluster U3A’s are unlikely to attract many, if any members from our U3A, and it was 

always assumed that numbers taking part would be ones and twos here and there.  Two situations 

might change this for a particular member.  For example: 

1. If you’ve always wanted to learn Chinese, but the only U3A offering it is Hope Valley, you 

might be prepared to travel (once, maybe twice a month) 

2. If you have a regular commitment, say, in Hope Valley, visiting a relative for instance, but 

have some flexibility as to when you go, you could choose to go on a day which enabled 

you to take in an attractive Interest Group as well. 

Andrew Hawkins 

 The U3A’s in our Cluster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alfreton Hope Valley 

Ashbourne & District Long Eaton & District 

Bakewell New Mills 

Beeston Ripley & District 

Belper Stapleford 

Derby  
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