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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday 4th July 
 

We will have a presentation by the  

 

BRYLCREEM BOYS 
 

Otherwise known as the RAF 

 

Their presentation is a blend of personal narrative from the Team  

Members, all of whom have operational experience, and highly  

engaging and dramatic video footage 

 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

July Volunteer Rota 

Jean Dyer Valerie Hamson 

Ray Doyle Fay Bamford 

Glenda Orchard Janet Hodges 

Graham Seagrave  
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Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

Please note that there have been a few changes to the lists, following 
changes requested by members who are unable to attend in the month 

they were listed to volunteer, or do not attend the monthly meetings 

 

July August September 

Jean Dyer 

Ray Doyle 

Glenda Orchard 

Graham Seagrave 

Valerie Hamson 

Fay Bamford 

Janet Hodges 

Maureen Whitbread 

Wayland Rice 

Wendy Burridge 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Sue Eaton 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Mavis Hay 

Susan Beedle 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Sheila Croucher 

October November December 

Margaret Cuttell 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson 

Tom Perry 

Ruth Perry 

Sylvia Newsome 

Janice Matthewman 

Raymond Hopkinson 

Pat Hunt 

Stevie Short 

Robin Short 

Phillip Francomb 

Peter Winfield 

Joanne Fenneley 

Cuthbert Wilkinson 

Trevor Bamford 

Valerie Buxton 

Vicki Cummings 

David Halstead 

June Barnes 

Paula Creed 

Lynn Stanley 

Chris Hindmarch 

Volunteers 2017 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with 

another member to take your place and advise Ann Shoebridge who you’ve swapped with and 

what month that person was scheduled.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to 

health reasons, please inform Ann who will remove you from the rota.  Ann is also aware that 

some members don’t necessarily attend the monthly main meetings.  If this applies to you 

please contact Ann who will remove you from the rota 
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A MESSAGE FROM ANN RILEY, VICE CHAIR 

 

I would like to say a personal ‘Thank you’ to the Committee and the members who helped to 

make the June Social Event a success. 

Thank you also:  

 To the volunteers who helped with setting the tables and clearing away afterwards 

 To Brenda and the Handbell Group for opening the entertainment 

 For Helen Mitchem’s interesting talk on Ilkeston’s Victoria Park, both its past and future 

 To Ann Richards for presenting Barbara Green’s Ilkeston Quiz questions 

 To Kevin McKay, who came to my rescue with a replacement microphone and closed 

the event on a ‘happy note’ with a Sing-along 

 To Philip Francomb and Members of the Photography Group whose ‘Summer Themed 

Photographs’ kept us entertained throughout the Meeting 

 

And to all of the Members who appreciated our efforts by showing their support—a sincere 

‘Thank you’. 

 

Ann Riley 

Vice Chair 

 

 

    

    

            

 

    Photographs by Philip Francomb 
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GROUPS ROUND UP 

 

Handbell  

The Handbell Group enjoyed 

playing to the members at the 

Summer Social in June.   

If anyone is interested in having a taster session 

please come along to one of our meetings at 

Trefoil House.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th 

Fridays, 1.00 to 3.30 pm.  If anyone joins the 

Group they do not have to play at events. 

Brenda Straw 

Classical Music  

Our Classical Music Group meets monthly, on 

the last Friday afternoon of the month.  We take 

time out of our busy lives to just sit and listen.  

Our members all bring pieces of music, usually 

on CD, but we can also cope with iPods or even 

DVD’s.  In May we listened to Ravel, Bach, 

Berlioz, Dvorjak, Liszt and Parry.  We also had a 

rousing tune from the Red Army Choir.  We then 

started discussing choirs and we decided to 

have a choral music theme for our meeting in 

June.  I wonder what will be brought to the 

turntable. 

June Harrison 

MOTO  

I have been running the MOTO (Members On 

Their Own) Group for almost three years now.  

During that time many people have attended, 

some for just a short while, some are still with 

us.  My primary aim was to introduce members 

to each other so they had a friendly face to talk 

to or to go out with as they wished.  I am not 

going to run the Group any longer.  If anyone—

Group Member or not—would like to take this 

Group on then I would be more than willing to 

pass on any knowledge I have.  If  no-one 

comes forward then the group will close.  Please 

do not feel that you have to run the Group in the 

same way.  If you are leader then you can make 

any changes that you or the members would 

like.  Our last meeting will be held at the Shipley 

Garden Centre on Tuesday 27th June at 11.00 

am.  Thank you to all the members who have 

supported this group. 

June Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from the Committee 

Hello, my name is June Harrison and I am the Interest Groups Co-ordinator.  I have been asked by 

the Committee to write an inspiring article to motivate all our members.   

Well . . . How am I going to do that then? 

Perhaps I could start by pointing out that we have 39 Interest Groups, ranging from sporty and energetic 

through academic and creative to social and purely for pleasure.  You can join any group that does not 

have a waiting list by approaching the leader. 

Several of our members have been with us since we began—have you been in the same groups all that 

time?  You could join one of the newer groups or, if time is short, leave one that you have been in for a 

long time and try something new. 

Every month we have new members.  Are you looking at our website and notice boards?  Joining a new 

group is a wonderful way to make new friends.  If you need more information please talk to me or the 

group leader.  You will find contact details on the notice boards or the website or newsletter. 

If you cannot find a group that appeals to you, please talk to me and we may be able to start a new one 

or look in the cluster to see if another U3A is running one. 

I hope you now feel inspired to try something new! 

June Harrison 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 5 

 

 
Groups Round Up continued 

 Calligraphy 

My recent contribution to the Calligraphy Group.  

The photograph is by my husband Kevin. 

Linda McKay 

 

History 1  

At our June meeting our Group started with a 

potted history about the Group Leader, Colin 

Lee, as he had just had his Milestone Birthday.  

This was done admirably by Michael Stone and 

came as a complete shock to Colin.  Most of the 

material and pictures came from his wife, 

Maureen, and gave the Group a number of 

laughs. 

We then moved on to our June topic which was 

about Seaside and Comic Postcards.  Our 

speaker was Nigel Brooks who collects these 

items and has a collection of thousands.  The 

presentation showed a number of slides of these 

from the earliest examples to more recent ones.  

He spoke about the main artists involved, 

especially four of his favourites.  Two were local 

to our area.   

The first was Tom Brown of Nottingham.  He was 

apprenticed to a lithographic firm whilst attending 

Nottingham School of Art.  He came up with 

stories of two tramps, Weary Willie and Tired 

Tim, who were the inspiration for Charlie 

Chaplin’s tramp.  He also did adverts.  His most 

famous was the Johnnie Walker whisky logo 

which is still used today.  The second local artist 

was Thomas Henry Fisher from Eastwood.  He 

also illustrated the Just William books by Richmal 

Crompton.   

The third was Reg Carter from Southwell in 

Suffolk.  He did the Southwold Railway series 

and worked for Bamfords of Holmefirth.  They 

were very famous as printers of postcards and 

later Holmefirth became the base for the “Last of 

the Summer Wine” series. 

The most famous and infamous was Donald 

Fraser McGill who did thousands of humorous 

and risqué postcards and pleaded guilty to public 

decency charges in the 1950’s as a result of 

censorship.  The cards have now largely been 

succeeded by the use of mobile phones. 

Colin Lee 

 

Classic Books Group 

This is a very small group (we currently have only 

five members) who meet at each other’s homes 

to discuss a classic book.  We would welcome 

new members.  You can still join even if you are 

unable to host a meeting as others can do this.  

We are not a highbrow group but we have read 

some very interesting books, which the members 

take it in turns to choose.  I have been asked 

“How do you define a classic book?”  Well, if we 

think it’s classic, then it is.  We have just read 

Janes’ Persuasion.  We enjoyed it, we chatted 

about it for a while, then we watched the DVD 

which our host had obtained for us.  Other books 

in the pipeline are: The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, 

The Wide Sargasso Sea, East Lynn and Three 

Men in a Boat.  If you find these tempting then 

please give us a try.  We need new members! 

June Harrison 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 
 History 2 

 
 

We looked at different societies to see what they were drinking and for what medical reasons.  While 

wine had its place in history as more of a fortifying tonic, spirits were seen in a different  light. While 

considered as a therapy in their own right they also served as carriers and preservatives for substances 

that would be otherwise difficult to bottle – and to sell. 

With an increase in medical knowledge at the end of the 19th century alcohol became less popular for 

medical uses and its use as “treatment” was increasingly associated with ineffective (unscientific) “folk 

medicines” 

We looked at the development of temperance movements and prohibition. 

At the present time there is growing evidence of possible heart-protective properties from moderate 

wine drinking.  And what about the social well-being from a shared glass or two?  The (medical) debate 

continues! 

         Janet Joy 

Bowls 

After being rained off for our first two sessions, we were able to begin our Bowls season.  This week we 

had the opposite weather, so hot we felt as if we were melting!  Photos show us taking a well earned 

break for refreshments.  We have some new members this year and Bill, our coach for the day, spent 

time giving them extra tuition.  There’s still room for more members if anyone is interested. We meet at 

The Stute on Hallam Fields Road, Ilkeston, on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month, 1.00 to 3.00 pm.  

Just wear flat shoes.  Cost £2.  All welcome.  Anyone interested give me a call on 01773 741401—or 

just turn up on the day. 

 

 

 

 

French Conversation 

After the sad loss of our dear friend and mentor, John Considine, the French Conversation Group is 

continuing.  We are expanding and making some progress, though we miss John’s friendship and 

expertise.  We meet at the Fire Station on alternate Thursdays from 2.00 to 4.00 pm.  We are a friendly 

group and would welcome more members. We are not a beginners group, so some knowledge of 

French is essential.  For further information please contact me. 

Glen Pickering 

Our talk in June was entitled  “À Votre 

Santé - Salut!“ and looked at the 

therapeutic use of alcohol from 7000 

BCE to the present day.  It is the origin of 

that most famous toast “ Let’s drink to 

your health” - which exists in many 

languages around the world. 

Deb Bond 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 7 

 

Audley End 

Just to remind everyone about the outing to Audley End in August.  At the moment there are two dates 

to choose from—Friday 11th or Thursday 24th.  I will however have to choose the most popular very 

soon in order to book the coach.  If anyone is interested I would be grateful if they could contact me by 

phone on 0115 8756042 or email barbaragreen@sky.com so I can get some idea of numbers before the 

next meeting, when I will need payment.  If there is not enough response by the next meeting the outing 

will not go ahead and it is also doubtful if there will be any more to follow.  It is getting increasingly 

difficult to get a minimum of 30 members to make it viable at a reasonable cost. 

Barbara Green 

         

OUTINGS 

           

THEATRE 

 

Theatre Lovers 

For your convenience I am repeating the information given in the last Newsletter 

Dial M for Murder—Please collect your tickets and receipts for this show. 

West Side Story—by Derby Youth musical theatre  

Saturday 9th September 2.30pm at the Derby Theatre cost £14.25  
 

Payment for this is due at the July meeting.  If you will not be attending due to holidays, please 

ensure that I have your cheque before then.   

My Fair Lady—A well known and loved musical   

Wednesday 25th October 7.30pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £18.50 
 

The Little Mermaid—A performance by the renowned Northern ballet  

Thursday 9th November  2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £26.00 
 

Magic of Motown—For all those who remember these songs as though they were yesterday!   

Thursday 23rd November 8.00pm at the Royal Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £26.00 and 6 at £27.00 
 

Remembering Fred—A dance extravaganza by members of Strictly Come Dancing   

Wednesday 29th April 2017  7.30pm 2018 at Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £43.00 
 

Sunset Boulevard—An outstanding Musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Wednesday 23rd May 2018 2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £43.00 (there will be a 

reduction if we can get at least 10) 

 

I hope that I have found something that you love, please let me know what type of show that you 

would like to see, because the earlier I can book, the better seats we will have.  Discounts are 

sometimes available and, as in the past, these will be refunded to you as soon as possible. 
 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  
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Further items of interest 

 

Derbyshire U3A Network 

Picnic at Elvaston Castle 
 

Fourteen members from Bakewell, Derby, Ilkeston and Long Eaton U3A’s attended the picnic 

on a beautiful sunny day on Tuesday 13th June.  A good time was had by all. 

 

 

Congratulations to Mary Hopkinson 

Congratulations to Mary on behalf of all the Members and the Committee of Ilkeston U3A, upon your 

recent election as Mayor of Erewash. 

Best wishes for a successful Civic 2017/2018 Year 
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Further Items of Interest 

Cromford Canal 

The following message was posted on the Ilkeston U3A 

Facebook page and Ann thought it would reach more of the 

members if included in the Newsletter. 

Hello 

I volunteer on the canal boat, Birdswood, at Cromford and 

we are a small charity depending on good will and 

commitment from volunteers.  As our passenger numbers 

are growing we are struggling to keep up with tea and coffee 

making, as well as the hospitality and ensuring everyone’s 

safety.   

Would you please be so kind as to share this among your members in case there is anyone interested 

in helping to make and/or serve drinks.  Trips run on various days and our rotas are very flexible to suit 

everyone’s needs.  The hours would be 11.00 am to 4.00 pm with a 45 minute lunch break.  

Anyone interested can call/text me on 07552 055455 or email victoria@birdswood.org. 

Thank you very much for reading. 

Vix Wilding 

 

Buddy Holly 

Barbara received the following message as an email and thought inclusion in 

the Newsletter would be the best way to advertise it to the members. 

 

BUDDY—The Musical 

I am sure many of your members were and are Buddy Holly fans.  I am writing 

to inform you of our Production, which is being staged at The Duchess Theatre 

in Long Eaton, 4th to 9th September 2017.  If you or any of your group are 

interested in rocking the night away as the story of Buddy’s life and demise unfolds before you, please 

do not hesitate to give me a call on 01332 875350.  We hope you will join us for this charity production, 

designed to rock you in your seats as we raise money for a number of charities on behalf of Club of 

Church Wilne Charity. 

 

Members, please note, this is not being offered as a theatre outing through the U3A.  If anyone is 

interested in attending the production, please contact the sender of the email directly on the number 

given above. 
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