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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

 

Tuesday 6th June 

 

We will have a short presentation by  

Helen Mitchem, Community Ranger at Victoria Park, 

about EBC’s future plans for the park following its facelift 

and also Wellbeing Wednesdays  

 

This will be followed by refreshments and 

Social Activities with a Summertime Theme 
 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

June Volunteer Rota 

Christine Winfield Pauline Taylor 

Gordon Reed Christine Hindmarch 

Wendy Coleman Lilian Walker 

Angela Allcock Sue Eaton 
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Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

The Rota has now been updated and those members who haven’t 
renewed their membership have been deleted.  Obviously this has a 

knock-on effect throughout the whole of the year so if you were 
scheduled to do volunteer duty this year I would ask that you check the 

following revised table. 

July August September 

Jean Dyer 

Ray Doyle 

Glenda Orchard 

Graham Seagrave 

Valerie Hamson 

Fay Bamford 

Janet Hodges 

Maureen Whitbread 

Wayland Rice 

Wendy Burridge 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Ian Bond 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Barbara Brown 

Mavis Hay 

Susan Beedle 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Sheila Croucher 

October November December 

Margaret Cuttell 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson 

Tom Perry 

Ruth Perry 

Sylvia Newsome 

Janice Matthewman 

Raymond Hopkinson 

Pat Hunt 

Stevie Short 

Robin Short 

Jenny Whittaker 

Phillip Francomb 

Peter Winfield 

Joanne Fenneley 

Cuthbert Wilkinson 

Trevor Bamford 

Valerie Buxton 

Vicki Cummings 

David Halstead 

June Barnes 

Paula Creed 

Lynn Stanley 

Ann Rowland 

Julia Halford 

Volunteers 2017 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with 

another member to take your place and advise Ann Shoebridge who you’ve swapped with and 

what month that person was scheduled.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to 

health reasons, please inform Ann who will remove you from the rota.  Ann is also aware that 

some members don’t necessarily attend the monthly main meetings.  If this applies to you 

please contact Ann who will remove you from the rota 
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GROUPS ROUND UP 

 

Calligraphy 

We have two places available in the afternoon 

session of the Calligraphy Group, if you are 

interested in trying out this fascinating skill. 

We meet on the third Tuesday in each month, 2 

til 4 pm, so if you want to join us, please 

contact me by email or have a chat with me at 

the next U3A meeting.  You will be welcomed 

into a friendly, lively group of calligraphers. 

Linda McKay 

 

History 1 

History 1 had a talk by Kieran Lee detailing the 

history of Bennerley Viaduct, including the 

construction method, who made it, why it was 

built that way and connections to other viaducts. 

It was called the nuts and bolts bridge and they 

used half a million rivets during construction.  It 

was earmarked for demolition but would have 

cost too much with little scope to recycle the 

wrought iron used in its construction.  It is hoped 

to make it a Sustrans route for bikes and 

pedestrians and they are looking for a heritage 

grant for the work involved.  Anyone can 

volunteer to assist in the clearing work and 

would be welcome. 

It was a very good talk and eye opening. 

Colin Lee 

 

Dancing 

We are hoping to continue the dancing 

throughout the summer months.   

The next meeting will be on: 

Tuesday 20th June at Trefoil House, 

Ilkeston at 2 pm 

All are welcome to join us. 

Glenys Donson 

 

Canasta 

Canasta has been ‘hit’ by a series of 

bank holidays, as we hold the 

meetings on a Monday and in the 

Rutland Cottage, but hopefully 

things are back to normal now.  We meet on the 

1st and 3rd Mondays at 2 pm and welcome new 

members.  It is not difficult to learn the basics of 

the game and there is plenty of help at hand to 

help you to enjoy the game.  Come and join us! 

Marian Stopper 

 

Dining Out Group 

In the last two months we have visited a 

traditional pub for an enjoyable lunch.  We also 

went to Cosmo in Derby for a different 

experience.  We all enjoyed the various foods 

and ate too much.  Next month I believe we are 

going Italian.  Details to follow 

Janet Lumsden 

 

 

Message to Interest Group Leaders 

It is important that the information on the Ilkeston U3A website is kept up to date, so please make sure 

you let Ann Shoebridge know if any changes need to be made in relation to your Group.  In particular 

changes to contact details must be notified.  There is also a lot of other information on the website 

that hasn’t been updated in a while, so please take a look at the website from time to time to see if 

anything you are responsible for is as up to date as possible.  Our website is often the first point of 

contact for anyone interested in joining U3A, so finding out of date information and articles and 

pictures relating to events from several years ago looks like we aren't a thriving organisation, which 

couldn't be further from the truth.  If we don’t keep Ann informed about our groups and activities 

the information on the website will remain out of date.   
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Groups Round Up continued 

 Photography 

Seeing the Light 

Photography is not about cameras, it’s about 

light. The word literally means drawing with light.  

A photographer understands light, and even with 

the most basic camera, will get a better picture 

than a novice with an expensive one. 

The skill in photography is learning to recognise 

the quality of light.  People often ask what they 

should look for when buying a camera, when 

they should ask “where do I look for my camera?” 

The most important feature of a camera is having 

it with you when you see a good picture.  So 

what is the best camera? If your super SLR is left 

at home when you see a picture, then the best 

camera will be the one on the mobile phone in 

your pocket.  You may fall in love with the latest 

Panasonynik big gun (canon), but although it 

may make you feel like a photographer, it won’t 

make you into one.  You may think that you will 

always want it by your side, but unfortunately, it’s 

not your brother, and before long it is heavy, and 

left behind.  Fortunately the latest compact digital 

cameras, or even phones, have all you need to 

take first class pictures, and you can have them 

with you at all times. 

Whilst the photographer remains focused (pun 

intended) on light and its portrayal of the subject, 

understanding the fundamental properties of 

cameras provides a better understanding of the 

options available.  Digital cameras have excellent 

automatic settings that will take pictures in almost 

any situation, but the camera is not the 

photographer.  The camera doesn’t know what 

you see, or what you want to show.  Sometimes 

the settings required to achieve the picture that 

you want are quite the opposite from those that 

the camera will select.  The most obvious of 

these is the use of flash.  All those camera 

flashes that you see from crowds at sports 

events are doing nothing but drain batteries, 

because the subjects are too far away for the 

flash to have any effect, and would kill the 

atmosphere anyway.  But the camera senses 

that it’s dark and switches on the flash.  Similarly, 

some of the best uses for flash are subjects in 

bright daylight, but the camera will switch it off 

because there is “enough” light.  So it all begins 

and ends with light.  The camera can measure 

the “quantity” of light, but only you can see the 

uniquely important “quality” of light, and that is 

what photography is all about.  It’s what you see, 

and with a little imagination, can even be what 

you see when it isn’t there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 2 

Although I was afar on a glorious holiday in 

Madeira the Group met as usual and John 

Stocks has kindly sent me a summary of his talk 

on the Crimean War.  These are John’s words: 

“I based my talk on a 5500 word handwritten 

account of the Crimean War by an anonymous 

young soldier. The document was inherited by 

my wife, Jennifer, from her cousin and 

discovered amongst his effects when we cleared 

his house in Ilkeston.   

I read extracts from the account which gave 

details about the battles in which the writer was 

involved and the difficult conditions in which the 

soldiers lived.  

I then presented evidence of the authorship of 

the account from a family photograph and 

newspaper extracts which identified the writer as 

Jennifer’s great-great uncle, Sergeant-Major 

Charles Michael O’Callaghan (1838-1916) of the 

Connaught Rangers and later of the Robin Hood 

Rifles (a Nottingham Militia Regiment).” 

Well done, John, I know your talk was well 

received and enjoyed by those members of the 

group who were able to be present.   

Janet Joy 

 

Light on People Shadows of the Past— 

Bennerley Viaduct 

Philip Francomb 
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We had another very successful outing, this time to Slimbridge Wetland Centre.  We couldn ’t have had 

a better day weather-wise and everyone had a most enjoyable day.  The next outing I am arranging will 

be in August.  This outing will be to the English Heritage Audley End near Saffron Walden in Essex.  

Having read the information I think there will be something of interest for everyone, with both house and 

gardens to explore.  The dates I have decided on are either Friday 11th August or Thursday 24th 

August, the total cost being £34.20.  If you could let me know at the next meeting, or by e-mail, if you 

are interested and which date, I can make a definite booking. 

I am changing the way in which I am taking names to lessen the problems I have had in the past.  

Collecting interested parties first does not seem to work and I have had to cancel some trips due to lack 

of support.  I am asking for a definite commitment with payment of either the full cost or a £10 deposit, 

which will be non-refundable unless there are special circumstances or a replacement can be found.  If I 

don’t have the minimum of 30 people the outings will not take place.   

I am also trying to arrange a visit to Rockingham Castle for the Victorian Christmas, details to follow 

later.  In 2018 I am planning to visit Kenilworth Castle and Stratford upon Avon if this can be arranged in 

the time available.  I hope I have a good amount of interested members. 

Barbara Green 

         

OUTINGS 

           

THEATRE 

Groups Round Up continued 

 
Scrabble 

Our regular Scrabblers will be joined by four members of Long Eaton U3A’s 

Scrabble 3 Group at our June meeting.  It seems the Long Eaton members can’t get 

enough of the game!  We can assure them of a warm welcome and if anyone else 

would like to join us you’ll be welcome too. 

We meet on the second Monday of each month at Rutland Cottage from 2 til 4 pm (not 1.30 to 3.30 as 

stated in the programme). 

Ann Shoebridge 

Theatre Lovers 

Reduced Shakespeare Company at Derby theatre – A good night was had by all, we had a 

‘rollicking’ good laugh and we all admired the 3 young Americans’ energy and stamina. 

Dial M for Murder—Please collect your tickets and receipts for this show. 

West Side Story—by Derby Youth musical theatre  

Saturday 9th September 2.30pm at the Derby Theatre cost £14.25  
 

Payment for this is due at the July meeting.  If you will not be attending due to holidays, please ensure 

that I have your cheque before then.                                                                        (continued overleaf) 
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My Fair Lady—A well known and loved musical   

Wednesday 25th October 7.30pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £18.50 

 

The Little Mermaid—A performance by the renowned Northern ballet  

Thursday 9th November  2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £26.00 

 

Magic of Motown—For all those who remember these songs as though they were yesterday!   

Thursday 23rd November 8.00pm at the Royal Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £26.00 and 6 at £27.00 

 

Remembering Fred—A dance extravaganza by members of Strictly Come Dancing   

Wednesday 29th April 2017  7.30pm 2018 at Concert Hall Nottingham, cost £43.00 

 

New – Sunset Boulevard—An outstanding Musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Wednesday 23rd May 2018 2.00pm at the Theatre Royal Nottingham, cost £43.00 (there will be a 

reduction if we can get at least 10) 

 

I hope that I have found something that you love, please let me know what type of show that you would 

like to see, because the earlier I can book, the better seats we will have. Discounts are sometimes 

available and, as in the past, these will be refunded to you as soon as possible. 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com)  

           

Theatre continued 

 

FURTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Wellbeing Wednesdays at Victoria Park 

Commencing 7 June—alternate Wednesdays 

Helen Mitchem, Community Ranger at Victoria Park, has organised an eight week course entitled 

Wellbeing Wednesdays, which will run from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm and are FREE.  (You do not have to 

attend every session.) 

Sessions will include: Yoga, meditation, nature activities, art, hand/arm massages from Lush of 

Nottingham, willow weaving and other activities.  The sessions will finish with tea and cake and chance 

for a chat. 

Please meet in the Pavilion. 

Helen will be giving a short presentation on Tuesday 6th June, so I am sure we will learn more then. 

                                             Sue Daley 
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Further items of interest 

 

 

U3A Picnic at Elvaston Castle 
 

for U3A members from Derbyshire 

 

Tuesday 13th June 2017 

 

Bring your own food, drinks, weather gear, something to sit on, etc. 

Aim to reach Elvaston Castle entrance on the B5010 road from Borrowash by 11.15 am then 

park in the main car park  

 

(Parking meters currently 4h £2.90, all day £4.40) 

(If you have a Blue Badge for parking, you might like to see the section ‘Access for All’ on the site 

leaflet on the website.) 

Car sharing is encouraged where possible to share costs, but members will need to make their own 

arrangements for this. 

 

Meet everyone at the far end of the main large car park by 11.30 am. 

We shall then walk through the grounds probably to the lawn by the meadow area where 

we’ll assemble to enjoy our lunches. 

 

Because of building work there might be nowhere to shelter from rain so please come 

prepared. 

 

After lunch, members are encouraged to enjoy parts of the grounds such as the walled 

garden, lakeside, individual trees, woodland, nature trail and there will be a bird watching 

walk (bring binoculars). 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/countryside/countryside_sites/country_parks/

elvaston/default.asp gives details of Elvaston Castle. 
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Further Items of Interest 

 

From The Great Get Together Website: “This event is inspired by the family of the late Jo Cox MP 

but please be assured that this is not political.  Jo Cox said “While we celebrate our diversity, what 

surprises me time and time again as I travel around the constituency is that we are far more 

united and have far more in common than that which divides us”.  Put simply we are asking 

communities to come together to celebrate all that we have in common.  How they choose to do 

this will be entirely up to them. It might be a street party, a shared barbecue, a bake-off 

competition or a simply a picnic in the park.  We’re calling it The Great Get Together and the hope 

is that millions of people will take part in some way over the weekend.” 
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