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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 2nd May 
 

Our Speaker today is  

Ian Maber—Teller of Tales 

 

 

 
 

Doors open at 9.40 am 

May Volunteer Rota 

Joy Toplis Michael Stone 

Rex Toplis Margaret Davis 

Megan Walker Dorothy Ray 

Christine Stone  

“Laughing My Way Around the World— 
 

Having listened to a number of speakers throughout my life, 

many of whom were quite traditional, I felt that it would be 

very entertaining to take this whole concept and turn it 

upside down” 
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Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

The Rota has now been updated and those members who haven’t renewed their membership 
have been deleted.  Obviously this has a knock-on effect throughout the whole of the year so if 

you were scheduled to do volunteer duty this year I would ask that you check the following 
revised table. 

 

June July August September 

Christine Winfield 

Gordon Reed 

Wendy Coleman 

Angela Allcock 

Pauline Taylor 

Christine Hindmarch 

Lilian Walker 

Sue Eaton 

Jean Dyer 

Ray Doyle 

Glenda Orchard 

Graham Seagrave 

Valerie Hamson 

Fay Bamford 

Janet Hodges 

Maureen Whitbread 

Wayland Rice 

Wendy Burridge 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Ian Bond 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Barbara Brown 

Mavis Hay 

Susan Beedle 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Sheila Croucher 

October November December  
Margaret Cuttell 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson 

Tom Perry 

Ruth Perry 

Sylvia Newsome 

Janice Matthewman 

Raymond Hopkinson 

Pat Hunt 

Stevie Short 

Robin Short 

Jenny Whittaker 

Phillip Francomb 

Peter Winfield 

Joanne Fenneley 

Cuthbert Wilkinson 

Trevor Bamford 

Valerie Buxton 

Vicki Cummings 

David Halstead 

June Barnes 

Paula Creed 

Lynn Stanley 

Ann Rowland 

Julia Halford 

 

Volunteers 2017 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with 

another member to take your place and advise Ann Shoebridge who you’ve swapped with and 

what month that person was scheduled.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to 

health reasons, please inform Ann who will remove you from the rota.  Ann is also aware that 

some members don’t necessarily attend the monthly main meetings.  If this applies to you 

please contact Ann who will remove you from the rota 
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GROUPS ROUND UP 

 
History Group 1 

We started our meeting with a 

documentary about Marianne 

North, who toured the world 

painting the flora and fauna of 

the tropical areas.  This was 

unheard of in the mid-eighteen hundreds by an 

unaccompanied woman and she was way 

ahead of her time.  Some of the flowers, etc. 

had never been seen before in the West and 

she had four flowers named after her.  She was 

a friend of Charles Darwin and he was 

fascinated with her discoveries.  She donated all 

her paintings to Kew Gardens and they  are 

exhibited there to this day.  Overall it was very 

interesting and would suit other groups, such as 

the Gardening or Painting Groups.   

We continued with two items from Jackie 

Wilding.  The first was about the History of 

Calendars, following her quest to see where the 

French word for leap year came from. The 

second was about the picture cards in a playing 

card pack.  We learnt that they originated in 

China but later evolved through the Paris and 

the Rouen style to present day.  However, they 

have changed little and we 

learnt the names of each of 

the cards and the 

differences, including one- 

or two-eyed Kings and 

Jacks.  Look at your own 

cards and spot the differences.  Again it was 

very interesting and caused a great deal of 

discussion. 

Colin Lee 

 

Gardening Group 

Our next Gardening Group meeting 

will be held at Trefoil House on 

Friday 28th April 10 to 12 noon.  

We will be having a speaker, plant 

sale and some gardening books for 

sale.  Entry £3 with tea and cake.   

ALL members are welcome. 

Wendy Wesley 

 

Shakespeare Group 

It’s a very good time to join the Shakespeare 

Group.  We are about to start a new play—A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream—so join us at the 

beginning.  Some of us will be going to see it 

performed in June. 

Our next meeting is from 10 to 12 noon on 

Thursday 27th April at the U Choose Smoothie 

Bar on Bath Street.  You will be very welcome. 

Please contact Robin Short on 0115 7794929 

or email:   r_short2@sky.com          

Robin Short 

Flat Green Bowls 

Flat Green Bowls starts on Monday 15th May, 

1 to 3 pm at The Stute, Hallam Fields.  Any 

queries to deborah.and.ian@hotmail.com 

Deb Bond 

 

Rambling Group 

The Group enjoyed a 7.5 

mile walk on a lovely April 

day in the beautiful 

Derbyshire countryside.  

We started from Cromford 

on a steep climb up towards Riber Castle, with 

some stunning views both of 

the Castle and the valley 

below. We continued over 

undulating countryside and 

through the picturesque 

villages of stone built houses 

in Riber, Dethick and Lea.  After lunch at the 

18th century Jug and Glass in Lea our walk 

culminated along the Cromford Canal.   

The next walk is planned for Wednesday 17th 

May.  All are welcome. 

Janis Henshaw 

 

Dancing Group 

The next Dancing session will be on  16th May, 

2 pm at Trefoil House.  New members 

welcome. 

                                                  Glenys Donson 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 Calligraphy Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A calligraphy contribution by Group member, Val 

Hamson. 

Linda McKay 

 

History Group 2 

This month’s talk was entitled The History of Inn 

Signs 55 AD to 2017. 

The Romans brought hot baths, straight roads 

and the first real inns to GB.  They decreed that 

all taverns be identifiable by evergreens – as the 

usual vine leaves were not available in our land.  

So the first inns were called The Bush or The 

Holly Bush. 

As travelling became easier due to the better 

roads travellers, who had recently used 

monasteries, became too numerous and 

enterprising locals set up private inns.  Many had 

religious names to give them validity but pictorial 

signs were also needed, as the population was 

largely illiterate.  Henry VIII caused landlords to 

hurriedly change any name that might have a 

Catholic link. 

The talk was illustrated with signs relating to 

Henry’s sporting activities such as the 

Greyhound, the Fox and Hounds, Dog and 

Duck or Hare and Hounds.  

The Golden Fleece, The Bricklayers, 

Blacksmiths and Carpenters Arms represented 

meeting places for tradesmen.  Coaching inns on 

major routes were associated with Coach and 

Horses, Wheelwrights and Farriers Arms. 

The Industrial Revolution reflected the arrival of 

the railway network with The Railway Tavern 

and The Station Hotel. 

We discovered the stories behind unusual names 

such as the Three Legged Mare, Bunch of 

Carrots, The Cat and Custard, Nobody Inn, 

Drunken Ducks, Bucket of Blood, and 

variations of headless women. 

Hopefully members of the group will now travel 

round, look above their heads and try to guess 

the history behind the name of the hostelry. As a 

practice for this we had a short session on 

identifying inn names  where everyone joined in. 

Janet Joy 
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Slimbridge 

A reminder that the trip to Slimbridge will be on Wednesday 10th May.  The cost is £25 or £27 with a 
guided tour. If anyone else is interested in going on the trip there are still places available.  Please either 
contact me by email or see me at the next meeting on 2nd May.  Payment will be required at the meeting. 

Details of times will be given at the next meeting. 

Barbara Green 

Solid Silver 60’s Show 

A couple of weeks ago a party of members went to the Royal Concert Hall in Nottingham to see the 
show.  What a great night it was!  There were five 60’s acts performing, proving there is no age limit to 
talent. The first, Vanity Fair, I have to confess I had not heard of, but they performed brilliantly in their 
own right and also performed as a backing group for the three solo artists.  We had Wayne Fontana, 
looking rather more portly and hairier than I remembered but still belting out the old favourites, including 
“Game of Love” and “Pamela Pamela”.  US singer Chris Montez was charm itself and must have made 
the night for a number of mature ladies on the front row by dancing with them to “Let’s Dance”. And he 
certainly can still move!  “The More I See You” was just as I remembered.  He was amazing.  Dave Berry 
led the second half of the show after another medley from Vanity Fair.  I had forgotten his fascinating 
hand movements that had intrigued me as a teenager. “Little Things” and “The Crying Game” were the 
songs I remembered the best.  Lastly we rocked with The Merseybeats, in fact some of our party were 
out there dancing in the aisles!  We were all singing along to “Wishing and Hoping” and “Sorrow”.  The 
finale was amazing.  All the acts returned to the stage and the whole theatre joined in singing “You’ll 

Never Walk Alone”.  I believe the audience was louder than those on the stage.  That song is becoming 
our second national anthem. 

It was a brilliant evening’s entertainment.  Thank you to Julie Belk for organising it.  

  

Janis Henshaw 

         

OUTINGS 

           

THEATRE 

Groups Round Up continued 

French Conversation—Thursday Group A 

We meet on alternate Thursday afternoons at 2.00 pm in the Community Room of the 

Fire Station. Our aim is to improve our French conversation.  The meetings are very 

informal, relaxed and friendly and everyone has the chance to speak.  Our ability is very 

mixed and with each other’s help we are improving our pronunciation, phraseology and understanding.  

We use a variety of resources, e.g. books, the Internet and CD’s.  Anyone who has some knowledge of 

the French language and wishes to join us is very welcome.  Please contact me if you require any 

further information at:  glenpickering88@hotmail.co.uk 

Mrs Glen Pickering 
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Further Items of Interest 

 

Our speaker for last month was Michael Parkin, who gave us 

a very interesting talk about the Pentrich Revolution, which 

took place in 1817.  As this is the bicentenary of the 

Revolution, The Pentrich and South Wingfield Revolution 

Group have arranged numerous events and activities to 

commemorate it.  There are several walks planned, as well as 

exhibitions and publications, etc.  Further details on these and 

information about the Pentrich Revolution and the Group can 

be found on their website: 

www.pentrichrevolution.org.uk 

Photograph by Philip Francome 

U3A Picnic at Elvaston Castle 
 

for U3A members from Derbyshire 

 

Tuesday 13th June 2017 

Bring your own food, drinks, weather gear, something to sit on, etc. 

Aim to reach Elvaston Castle entrance on the B5010 road from Borrowash by 11.15 am then 

park in the main car park  

(Parking meters currently 4h £2.90, all day £4.40) 

(If you have a Blue Badge for parking, you might like to see the section ‘Access for All’ on the site 

leaflet on the website.) 

Car sharing is encouraged where possible to share costs, but members will need to make their own 

arrangements for this. 

Meet everyone at the far end of the main large car park by 11.30 am. 

We shall then walk through the grounds probably to the lawn by the meadow area where 

we’ll assemble to enjoy our lunches. 

Because of building work there might be nowhere to shelter from rain so please come 

prepared. 

After lunch, members are encouraged to enjoy parts of the grounds such as the walled 

garden, lakeside, individual trees, woodland, nature trail and there will be a bird watching 

walk (bring binoculars). 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/countryside/countryside_sites/country_parks/

elvaston/default.asp gives details of Elvaston Castle. 
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Further Items of Interest 

Bennerley Viaduct 

As a newcomer to the area I was intrigued 
by the sight of a strange old viaduct in the 
middle of nowhere.  I was also puzzled by 
the apparent bridge over nothing, near the 
police station on Heanor road, and when I 
registered at The Old Station Surgery the 
plot thickened. Disused viaduct, phantom 
bridge, old station?  A theme started to 
appear, so I looked it up.  Yes there was 
once a branch line to the old station that 
went under a bridge on the Heanor road, 
and over the viaduct.  But looking on 
Google Earth, I couldn’t see how the line 
could connect with Ilkeston station.  There 
was a good reason for that.  It didn’t.  It 
went through Awsworth, to the old Kimberley station, and the route can still be discerned in the 
landscape. The coincidence is that my last address was close to the Kimberly station, and now I live 
next to the old station surgery.  It appears that half of the viaduct is in Derbyshire and half is in 
Nottinghamshire, and it is an interesting subject for photography. 
 
The viaduct is owned by Sustrans who would like to convert it into a cycle/walking path. Another 
coincidence is that I’m a Sustrans member, who offered to film for them anyway, before I knew that 
they owned the viaduct.  If you would like to see my latest videos of the viaduct, just put my name in 
YouTube, and search for Bennerley viaduct. 
 

 

Philip Francome (Photography Group) 
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