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 ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

 

 

Tuesday 4th April 
 

Our Speaker today is local historian, Michael Parkin, 

who will be telling us all about 

The Pentrich Revolution of 1817 

 
Doors open at 9.40 

April Volunteer Rota 

Kevin McKay Pauline Lawson 

Linda McKay Malcolm Muckle 

Heather Inman Yvonne Muckle 

Kathy Hughes Brenda Straw 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Janis Henshaw email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 2 

 

 

Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

The Rota has now been updated and those members who haven’t renewed their membership 
have been deleted.  Obviously this has a knock-on effect throughout the whole of the year so if 

you were scheduled to do volunteer duty this year I would ask that you check the following 
revised table. 

 

May June July August 

Joy Toplis 

Rex Toplis 

Megan Walker 

Christine Stone 

Michael Stone 

Margaret Davis 

Dorothy Ray 

Christine Winfield 

Gordon Reed 

Wendy Coleman 

Angela Allcock 

Pauline Taylor 

Christine Hindmarch 

Lilian Walker 

Sue Eaton 

Jean Dyer 

Ray Doyle 

Glenda Orchard 

Graham Seagrave 

Valerie Hamson 

Fay Bamford 

Janet Hodges 

Maureen Whitbread 

Wayland Rice 

Wendy Burridge 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Ian Bond 

September October November December 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Barbara Brown 

Mavis Hay 

Susan Beedle 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Sheila Croucher 

Margaret Cuttell 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson 

Tom Perry 

Ruth Perry 

Sylvia Newsome 

Janice Matthewman 

Raymond Hopkinson 

Pat Hunt 

Stevie Short 

Robin Short 

Jenny Whittaker 

Phillip Francomb 

Peter Winfield 

Joanne Fenneley 

Cuthbert Wilkinson 

Trevor Bamford 

Valerie Buxton 

Vicki Cummings 

David Halstead 

June Barnes 

Paula Creed 

Lynn Stanley 

Ann Rowland 

Julia Halford 

Volunteers 2017 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with 

another member to take your place and advise Ann Shoebridge who you’ve swapped with and 

what month that person was scheduled.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to 

health reasons, please inform Ann who will remove you from the rota.  Ann is also aware that 

some members don’t necessarily attend the monthly main meetings.  If this applies to you 

please contact Ann who will remove you from the rota 
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Groups Round Up 

 
 

Bowls 

I’m pleased to announce 

that we will be returning to 

The Stute for our bowls 

sessions on the 1st and 

3rd Monday of the month, 

beginning 15th May 2017 

and going through to September.  No equipment 

is required—just wear flat shoes or trainers.  

Cost £2.  There will be a list at the April meeting 

or you can contact me on 01773 741401 or 

email: deborah.and.ian@hotmail.com  Everyone 

welcome. 

Deb Bond 

 

Patchwork and Quilting 

We are continuing to meet on a regular basis on 

the 2nd Tuesday at 1.30 pm.  Everyone is 

welcome.  The only criteria is that you have 

some sewing experience, 

but not necessarily any 

quilting experience.  We 

have made a table runner, 

explored the possibilities of 

Log Cabin blocks and are 

about to make a bag.  For 

more information please do not hesitate to 

contact  me. 

Jenny Whittaker 

 

Dining Out Group 

We are a small group of 18 members, who meet 

monthly to enjoy a meal out and good company.  

Members take it in turn to choose a venue, date 

and time and I co-ordinate it.  This year we have 

visited The Rutland Cottage in 

Ilkeston, Petit Paris in Nottingham 

and The John Warren in 

Stapleford.  If any member would 

like to join us, please can they 

send me their details and I’ll add 

them to the group email. 

Janet Lumsden 

 

Scrabble 

Our newly formed group 

continues to thrive and we 

recently had our second 

meeting when we managed 

to get in another two games 

although some of us (me 

included!) decided to abandon the first game as 

we struggled to get rid of all our tiles. 

If anyone has this game and no longer uses/

wants it and would like to donate it to our group 

we’d much appreciate it.  In the meantime our 

members are bringing along their own boards. 

New members are always welcome.  We meet 

at the Rutland Cottage and the second Monday 

of each month from 2 pm until 4 pm (not as 

stated in the new programme…ooops, my 

mistake!).  There is no charge but the landlady 

would like us all to purchase at least one drink 

at the bar. 

Ann Shoebridge 

 

Calligraphy 

Below is a beautiful piece of Calligraphy by 

Jenny Aram, a member of the Calligraphy 

Group. 

For more details about the group please contact 

me. 

Linda McKay 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 
 

DANCING GROUP 

 

If you would like some gentle exercise why not join our dancing group. We 

are a group of light hearted dancers with the very able Kevin McKay doing his best to teach us. We 

are willing to try any dances, sequence, easy line dancing etc.so if there is any particular dance you 

wish to learn we will try to learn with you.                                                                                                                     

 
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2 pm to 3 pm  

Venue: Trefoil House Ilkeston.                                               

All are welcome why not give it a try and join us. 

(All left feet are welcome as we seem to have an abundance of them) 

                                     For More details contact: Glenys Donson : 0115 9133335                                                                           

 

History 2 

Sir Barnes Wallis 

A member of the group gave a very interesting talk on Sir Barnes Wallis, 

scientist, engineer, and inventor of the “bouncing bomb” - a locally born 

hero. 

We discovered  that although Ladybower Dam in the Hope Valley of 

Derbyshire was used by brave airmen for practice runs in WWII the actual 

testing of the bomb itself took place at Reculver in Kent 

He also designed the structure for the Wellington bomber (and other 

aircraft) and designed the successful R.100 airship. After 1945, he worked 

on supersonic and hypersonic aircraft, most notably those with variable-geometry wings. 
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Groups Round Up continued 

   
History 2 continued 

 
Photography Group – ‘Learn to See’ 
 
Illusions happen because data processing in the brain uses our knowledge of things to 'correct' what 
the eyes see.  For example, the brain assumes perspective, so a line in the distance of a picture looks 
larger than it actually is, because the brain thinks that it should be smaller. 

       
 
In the pictures above, the yellow lines 
are the same length, as are the lines 
with arrows, and the table tops are exactly 
the same size and shape. 
 
There is no sphere here, 
but we still think that 
we can see one.  The brain creates one. 
 
 
A camera records things exactly, but it is a very simple instrument with no imagination, no brain. The 
skill of 'seeing' is the basic gift of photography, and painting.  Turner's paintings were criticised as 
'unreal' because people thought that paintings should show what things are like, not what they actually 
look like. 
 

Philip Francomb 

      

 

 

 

Blue Plaques 

This was followed by a presentation about blue plaques, which have been historical markers of our 

heritage since the 19th century. 

We shared our knowledge of local plaques and we promised to take more notice of them in future!! 

                      Janet Joy 
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Theatre Lovers 

I have taken over from Julie Belk trying to sort out 

shows that you will love, so please come with 

your cheque books at the ready. These are the 

ones that I have pre-booked at the moment. I will 

need payment for the first at the April meeting as I 

have to pay by the 12th April. The other payments 

can be made ASAP. 

Reduced Shakespeare Company – William 

Shakespeare’s Long Lost first play  

Wednesday 24th May 2017 7.30pm at the Derby 

Theatre cost £16.50 
 

This is ‘Barnstormingly irreverent and 

breathtakingly hilarious’  - to miss 

 

Funny Girl  - The musical comes with its West 

End stars 

Wednesday 14th June 7.30pm at the Theatre 

Royal Nottingham cost £45.00 

 

Dial M for Murder – A thriller that is not to be 

missed 

Wednesday 12th July 7.30pm at the 

Nottingham Playhouse cost £22.00 

 

 

 

 

My Fair Lady  - A well known and loved 

musical  

Wednesday 25th October 7.30pm at the  

Theatre Royal Nottingham cost £18.50 

 

The Little Mermaid – A performance by the 

renowned Northern ballet 

Thursday 9th November  2.00pm at the Theatre 

Royal Nottingham cost £26.00 

 

Magic of Motown – For all those who 

remember these songs as though they were 

yesterday! 

Thursday 23rd November 8.00pm at the 

Concert Hall Nottingham cost £26.00 and 6 at 

£27.00 

 

I hope that I have found something that you love, 

please let me know what type of show that you 

would like to see, because the earlier I can book, 

the better seats we will have. Discounts are 

sometimes available and as in the past these will 

be refunded to you as soon as possible. 

 

Jenny Whittaker   (jennywhittaker@sky.com) 

         

OUTINGS 

           

THEATRE 

 

Slimbridge Wetland Centre 

Just a reminder to all members of the outing to Slimbridge Wetland Centre on Wednesday 10th May.  

There are still some places available, the cost being £25 for coach and entrance or £27 to include a 

guided tour.  Please see me at the next meeting with your payment.  Could I also remind members who 

have already signed up to go but not paid to come and see me also.  The final details will be available in 

the May Newsletter and at the May meeting. 
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Further information 

 

New U3A Research Guide 

The Third Age Trust has just published a new 26 page guide entitled “Getting involved in 

Research” in response to a growing interest in conducting research within the U3A 

movement. The main aim is to encourage U3A members to get involved in this activity and 

to provide the basic guidelines for developing a research project. The level of interest can be 

judged by a visit to the website http://u3aresearch.org.uk which describes the large number 

of projects already in the Research Database. 

The guide is packed full of useful information and has sections on such topics as ‘The 

importance of Research’, ‘Recent Developments’, ‘A colourful Tapestry, examples of U3A 

Research’, ‘Development of your research project, how to get going’, Getting support for 

your research project’, ‘We’ve completed our research, what next’, ‘Resources’ and 

‘References’ etc. 

The guide will be available at the next monthly meeting through the Business Secretary 

John Bell. 
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