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ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

March 2017 

 

  

  

 

Tuesday March 7 
 

Our Speaker today is Anne Allcock,  

Orchestral Musician, Teacher and Lecturer, who will be 

talking to us about 

Appreciating Opera 

 
Doors open at 9.40 

 

To all Members 
 

As you know Ilkeston U3A is a self-help organisation and is very dependent on volunteers in order that it 

may continue.  To make the group more interesting and exciting we need your help.  As you are aware 

there are only 8 people on the committee and we would like other members to get involved (not 

necessarily as committee members, although new members would be most welcome as we still need a 

Chairman and a Minutes Secretary). 
 

If you like to have a drink and refreshments, coach trips, theatre visits, book stall (including storage) then 

we need someone to take on these roles or we will lose them.  The Committee do lots of things in the 

background, - venue bookings, finding speakers, keeping accounts and other things essential to our 

existence. 
 

Please think about what you might be able to do to help, even in a small way, and speak to any member 

of the committee. 
 

Thank you 
 

The Committee 

Theo Marsland Margaret Fretwell 

Jenny Aram Susan Brown 

Alan Keightley Geofffrey Barton 

Maureen Whitworth Paul Brown 

Stevie Watkin Jean Beales 

March Volunteer Rota 
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Volunteers Rota 2017 

 
Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books etc. 

 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with another 

member to take your place.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to health reasons, 

please inform Ann Shoebridge who will remove you from the rota 

Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

**subject to change according to renewals** 

  

April May June July 

Pat Potter 

Kevin McKay 

Linda McKay 

Heather Inman 

Kathy Hughes 

Pauline Lawson 

Malcolm Muckle 

Yvonne Muckle 

Brenda Straw 

Lyn Blake 

Joy Toplis 

Rex Toplis 

Megan Walker 

Jayne Walker 

Christine Stone 

Michael Stone 

John Bell 

Margaret Davis 

Dorothy Ray 

Barbara Richell 

Fliss Elder 

Christine Winfield 

Gordon Reed 

Wendy Coleman 

Angela Allcock 

Pauline Taylor 

Christine Hindmarch 

Margaret Missett 

Lilian Walker 

Sue Eaton 

Jean Dyer 

Ray Doyle 

Mervyn Rodgers 

Pamela Bailey 

Glenda Orchard 

Maureen Whitbread 

Graham Seagrave 

Valerie Hamson 

Naneen Bird 

Fay Bamford 

August September October   

Janet Hodges 

Celia Stephenson 

Maureen Whitbread 

Christine Hindmarch 

Audrey Tompkins 

Wayland Rice 

Wendy Burridge 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Deborah Bond 

Ian Bond 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Arthur Illsley 

Ann Fisher 

Neil Fisher 

Barbara Brown 

Mavis Hay 

Susan Beedle 

Pat Gill 

Avtar Gill 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Derek Eyres 

Marion Eyres 

Sheila Croucher 

Margaret Cuttell 

Bob Stokes 

Sylvia King 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson  

Barbara Brown 
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Groups Round Up 

 
History 1 

The First History Group had a talk about Shipley 

Country Park by Brian Key of Heanor and 

District History Society.  Originally the site was 

part of the Shipley Estate and was deep mined 

before several passes of open casting ripped it 

apart. 

It is now 41 years since it was first established 

as a Country Park with many plans envisaged 

by Derbyshire County Council.  Unfortunately, 

they did not have the money for their ideas and 

it went through a short period as Britannia Park 

before they went bankrupt and several people 

were convicted of fraud.  It then became The 

American Adventure and prospered for a few 

years before that too became bankrupt.  Now it 

is an area of established walks and country 

events, which come 

closer to its original goal.  

However, it is earmarked 

for development, 

including houses, shops, 

a pub and restaurant.  A 

far cry from a country 

park. 

Colin W. Lee 

 

History Group 2 

The group visited Lakeside at Nottingham 
University to see an exhibition on the extremes 
of weather. 

The paragraph below was prepared by the 
University to provide visitors with information in 
advance. 

Although the exhibition itself was quite small 
there was more than enough to keep us both 
occupied and intrigued. 

 

Weather Extremes: Making and Breaking 
Records in Nottinghamshire 

This exhibition used the materials held by the 
University of Nottingham's Manuscripts and 
Special Collections to explore the history of 
extreme weather events in Nottinghamshire and 
the surrounding areas. 

Key events in Nottinghamshire's weather were 
featured: floods, droughts, storms, extremes of 
temperature, and other strange atmospheric 
happenings (some well-known, others long-
forgotten). Archival sources revealed how 
extreme weather affected daily life in the city of 
Nottingham and the wider county, the impact it 
had on different groups in society, their 
responses to it and which events entered the 
public memory. 

The display also explored the contributions of 
Nottinghamshire people to the extreme weather 
archive and to the wider development of the 
science of meteorology. The exhibition materials 
not only illustrated the diversity of documentary 
records available for extreme weather history in 
the UK, but also served  to demonstrate the 
changing nature of weather recording and 
weather records over time. 

Janet Joy 

 

Scrabble Group 

The group kicked off to a good start with 13 

members attending our first meeting.  There 

were several members who were unable to 

attend on this occasion, which means that our 

subsequent meetings will be buzzing. 

On excellent advice from Marian Stopper, we 

drew ‘lots’ to decide who was going to partner 

each other for the first game.  The second game 

was played with the 2 top scorers playing each 

other, then the 3rd playing the 4th, etc.   

I’m grateful to those members who brought 

along their own boards and to one member who 

donated a board. 

New members are most welcome to come along 

to the Rutland Cottage on Heanor Road, 2-4 pm 

on the second Monday of each month. 

Ann Shoebridge 
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Groups Round Up continued 

 
 

Philosophy Group 1  

Philosophy Group 1 met for the first time without 

our long term leader, Geoff Belk,  who ably 

guided us through our early days of  trying to 

understand the lofty thoughts of great 

philosophers of the past. Thank you Geoff - you 

gave the group a good start. 

Freedom Vs Fit 

We discussed how 

Aristotle addressed the 

issue of individual rights 

and the freedom to 

choose. If our place in 

society is determined by 

where we best fit, doesn’t that eliminate personal 

choice? What if I am best suited to do one kind of 

work, but I want to do something else?. 

The case of Casey Martin, professional golfer 

was also debated 

Martin had a circulatory condition which impaired 

his ability to walk and he sued the PGA Tour in 

America, asserting that it must accommodate his 

disability by allowing him to use a golf cart. The 

Supreme Court ruled for Martin in a 7–2 decision. 

This decision has been questioned by such 

legends as Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer 

who have spoken out against allowing carts into 

competition, citing the ability to walk a course as 

an essential part of golfing. 

Next time we will continue to follow the Harvard 

DVD entitled “Justice – what is the right thing to 

do?” 

Janet Joy 

 

The Shakespeare Group 

From the gloom of Hamlet’s 

Elsinore via the dark 

foreboding atmosphere of 

Macbeth’s highlands, we have 

moved on to the warm 

springtime in Verona.  Romeo 

and Juliet have just met and 

fallen in love.  What could possibly go wrong? ... 

In a few weeks’ time we could be in Rome, 

Egypt, Venice, Cyprus or home here in England.  

Come and join us on our journey. 

We meet every couple of weeks at 10 a.m. on 

Thursday mornings at The U Choose Smoothie 

Bar at 1 Bath Street.  If you are interested please 

contact me, Robin Short on: 

0115 7794929 or by email r_short2@sky.com 

Robin Short 

 

Garden Club 

Garden Club had a fabulous morning out at 

Felley Priory on Friday 24th February.  The 

snowdrops, iris and hellebores were all out with 

their faces to the sun which had come out for us!  

The garden, luckily, hadn’t suffered any damage 

from the winds of Storm Doris on Thursday.  This 

garden is one of my favourites and obviously of 

my group! (We had 27 members present).  To 

round off the trip we visited the Tea Room, where 

they serve a lovely range of snacks and cakes.  

Thanks to everyone who came. 

Wendy Wesley 
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Globe Theatre 

Our trip to the Globe Theatre was a great success 

and everyone enjoyed it and found it very 

interesting, although it was quite tiring as it was a 

long day.  Refunds will be given at the next 

meeting, so that is something to look forward to! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slimbridge  

Our next trip is to Slimbridge Wetland Centre on 

Wednesday 10th May.  If you could see me at the 

next meeting with your payment I can finalise the 

arrangements and give you more definite 

information on timings, etc. at the April meeting.  

Thanks. 

Barbara Green 

 

Hello Theatre Lovers! 

DON’T FORGET….. 

Red Shoes Ballet  Thursday 9th March  

Royal Concert Hall 

A final reminder to the 36 members who are 

going to see this show that the performance starts 

at 2pm.  

Please make sure you bring your ticket with you! 

Let me know in good time if you have mislaid it so 

that I can try to get a replacement organised for 

you to collect at the theatre. 

 

War Horse  21st March 2018 

Any outstanding tickets and £2.80 refunds will be 

available for collection at the March Monthly 

Meeting. 

As suggested previously please ensure that you 

store your ticket in a ‘safe place’ so that you can 

find it easily next year! 

Currently, I do have a Reserve List for this event 

should you be unable to go. However, there is no 

guarantee that I will be able to find a replacement. 

Julie Belk (0115 9328217) 

    

 

OUTINGS 

 

THEATRE 
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Items that may be of interest to our members 
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