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ILKESTON 

  

  

NEWS 

  

February 2017 

 

 

  

  

Tuesday February 7 
 

Today is our Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

 

After the AGM we will have a short break 

 

Following this will be a talk by Diane Addy and Bill Purvis 

about  

‘Keeping Warm and Well in winter’ 

 
Doors open at 9.40 

This is my last Newsletter 

 

Sadly no one has come forward to continue with our Newsletter which, I know, many of you look 

forward to receiving and reading 

 

Our Newsletter, be it monthly, bi-monthly or quarterly, is a valuable tool for communicating to you, our 

members, what’s happening with your U3A.  We report on the latest news amongst our Interest Groups 

and news about new Groups which are about to be formed.  I know you love seeing all the photos that 

are submitted by our members; hearing about forthcoming Outings and Theatre visits as well as the 

occasional articles about what’s happening in and around Ilkeston. 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all those Group Leaders and members who have submitted 

articles and photos with a view to keeping you all informed.  To those Group Leaders who’ve never 

contributed to our Newsletter I ask a rhetorical question—why not?! 

 

Ann Shoebridge 

Tanis Mills Janet Flower 

Mark Holliday Ann Holliday 

Kath Richardson Catherine Roper 

Anne Wood Mary Hawkins 

Robin Short Stevie Short 

February Volunteer Rota 
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Volunteers Rota 2016 

 
Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books etc. 

 

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled month please make arrangements with another 

member to take your place.  Alternatively, if you’re unable to help out due to health reasons, 

please inform Ann Shoebridge who will remove you from the rota 

Change of Details 

 

Have you recently moved house?  Changed your telephone number?  Had the Internet 
installed and so now have an email address or changed your email address? 

Please make sure to notify our Membership Secretary of any changes to your details, so that 
our records can be kept up to date. You can do this by completing the form available at the 
main meeting or by emailing Marian Stopper via the website. 

Refreshments, Meeting & Greeting, Books Rosters 

2017 

**subject to change according to renewals** 

  

March April May June 
Theo Marsland 

Jenny Aram 

Alan Keightley 

Maureen Whitworth 

Stevie Watkin 

Margaret Fretwell 

Susan Brown 

Geoffrey Barton 

Paul Brown 

Jean Beales 

Pat Potter 

Kevin McKay 

Linda McKay 

Heather Inman 

Kathy Hughes 

Pauline Lawson 

Malcolm Muckle 

Yvonne Muckle 

Brenda Straw 

Lyn Blake 

Joy Toplis 

Rex Toplis 

Megan Walker 

Jayne Walker 

Christine Stone 

Michael Stone 

John Bell 

Margaret Davis 

Dorothy Ray 

Barbara Richell 

Fliss Elder 

Christine Winfield 

Gordon Reed 

Wendy Coleman 

Angela Allcock 

Pauline Taylor 

Christine Hindmarch 

Margaret Missett 

Lilian Walker 

Sue Eaton 

July August September October  
Jean Dyer 

Ray Doyle 

Mervyn Rodgers 

Pamela Bailey 

Glenda Orchard 

Maureen Whitbread 

Graham Seagrave 

Valerie Hamson 

Naneen Bird 

Fay Bamford 

Janet Hodges 

Celia Stephenson 

Maureen Whitbread 

Christine Hindmarch 

Audrey Tompkins 

Wayland Rice 

Wendy Burridge 

Ann Wheatley 

Chris Richards 

Janet Joy 

Deborah Bond 

Ian Bond 

Anita Crook 

Sue Attenborough 

Arthur Illsley 

Ann Fisher 

Neil Fisher 

Barbara Brown 

Mavis Hay 

Susan Beedle 

Pat Gill 

Avtar Gill 

Dennis Brett 

Lesley Brett 

Derek Eyres 

Marion Eyres 

Sheila Croucher 

Margaret Cuttell 

Bob Stokes 

Sylvia King 

Christine Falloon 

Joan Simpson  

Barbara Brown 
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Groups Round Up 

 
Classic Books 

We have had a long break over Christmas and 

our next meeting will be Thursday 16th March. 

We have plenty of time to get our book and read 

it and I am looking forward to reading the 

mystery of Edwin Drood, one of Dickens 

classics, as I have never read it before. Last 

year we read and discussed Agnes Grey by Ann 

Bronte, Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain and 

Vanity Fair by Thackery, to name but a few.  

We are a very small group and would welcome 

new members. If you like the classics this group 

may be for you.  Come along and give it a try! 

June Harrison 

Classical Music 

Our next meeting is on 27th January. We have 

heard some delightful music over the last year, 

a wide range of music, from the ever popular 

Mozart through opera to my favourite The 

Ashoken Farewell by Ungar.  

It is so good to be able to relax in members’ 

homes and give yourself up to two hours of just 

listening with no distractions. Who knows what 

delights are in store for us this year. 

June Harrison 

Garden group 

We will be going to Felley Priory for the 

snowdrops the last Friday in February, 27th. We 

will meet at 11am at the Priory and will be 

having coffee in the cafe afterwards. 

Wendy Wesley 

History 2 

History 2 group started off the New Year with a 

talk on “The History of Toys” 
 

Beginning at 4000 BCE (Before the Common 

Era) until the present day we learnt how toys 

were not just for play but also for dealing with 

life in the future. 

The son of a Knight would play with swords, 

shields and hobbyhorses as preparation for the 

time he would be required to fight for the king 

whereas girls were prepared for motherhood 

and for tending to domestic duties. 

We viewed examples of toys through the ages 

and found a similarity across all cultures and 

continents.     

 

 

The session ended with an animated discussion 

of toys we cherished in our childhood. 

Janet Joy 

 

mailto:newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk


Compiled and produced by Ann Shoebridge email newsletter@ilkestonu3a.org.uk 4 

 

 
Groups Round Up continued 

 
MOTO 

Our Moto Group meets monthly on the fourth 

Tuesday of the month at 11.00am at Shipley 

Garden Centre. The idea is that members meet 

up to chat and to arrange their own outings and 

events with other members.  

Anyone can come along; it's a way of meeting 

and befriending new people. 

June Harrison 

Canasta 

Canasta will be run twice monthly from February 

on the first and third Monday. 

Marian Stopper 

 

Poetry 

We have been pleased to have 4 new members 

to the poetry group and their ideas bring variety 

to the types of poems we usually discuss. 

At the last meeting we heard poems from 

modern poets, an example of poetry within prose 

and from member's own poems. 

The fact that member's free choice of poems and 

also that we occasionally work to a theme keeps 

the meetings fresh and interesting. 

Pat Potter 

***NEW GROUP*** 

The first meeting of the Scrabble Group will be 

held at Rutland Cottage on Monday 13 February 

at 2.00 pm.  All are welcome but Scrabble boards  

are needed so if you have one please bring it 

along with you. 

Ann Shoebridge 

French Conversation 

Janis Un triste adieu à John Considine  

It was with great sadness that the French 

Conversation Group received the news that John 

had passed away suddenly at the end of 

December.  

John had started the Group in 2012 and several 

of us have been with the Group since the 

beginning. We quickly discovered that John 

could speak French fluently, having worked in 

France for several years. He loved all things 

French – the country, the language, the people 

and the French way of life, as well as their 

literature and music. He imparted this knowledge 

and enthusiasm to us making the meetings so 

much more enjoyable than simply learning 

French.  

As an examiner of English for Trinity College, his 

work had taken him to many other parts of the 

world. He would often tell us anecdotes of his 

work which were always interesting and usually 

very amusing. He had a wonderful sense of 

humour and was an incredible mimic. He would 

make us all laugh when, to relate a tale he had 

been told, he suddenly began to speak in their 

accent, be it a Geordie accent, Liverpudlian or 

Birmingham and, on occasions, Indian. He was 

particularly fascinated by the Ilkeston dialect and 

enjoyed conversing in the tongue with those of 

us who are familiar with it. He even wrote a 

version of “Silent Night” in the dialect which we 

sang at a U3A Christmas party.  

Last year John had his eightieth birthday, and he 

invited all the Group to have lunch with him at the 

Bottle Kiln to celebrate his special day. It was a 

very enjoyable occasion and we are pleased that 

we had this time with him.  

We will miss John very much, both as our mentor 

and as a friend.  

The French Conversation Group will continue 

and we hope to be able to live up to his 

expectations. We will certainly do our best.  

The French Conversation Group 
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Globe Theatre 

We will leave Ilkeston, Wharncliffe Road, at 7.45 

on Thursday 16th Feb. Please be there before 

that time so we can leave promptly. Hopefully we 

will be in London in time for you to have lunch 

before the Globe visit starts 

Itinerary  

1.00 pm  Arrival; Globe Exhibition 

1.45pm  Elizabethan Dressing demo. 

2.15pm  Group 1: Rose & Bankside guided 

  tour 

2.15pm  Group 2:  Globe Theatre guided tour 

3.00pm  Group 1: Globe Theatre guided tour 

3.00pm  Group 2 :  Rose & Bankside guided 

  tour 

3.45pm Tea/coffee & biscuits 

4.30pm End of visit 

We will leave at app. 5.00 pm 

We have had to divide into two groups as the 

maximum number for the theatre is 30. 

There are still seats on the coach available at a 

cost of £18.50 please contact me if you are 

interested. 

 

Slimbridge  

I have booked the Slimbridge visit for Wednesday 

May 10th 

The cost will be £25 for the coach and entrance 

or £27 to include a guided tour. 

These prices are of course dependent on the 

numbers going. 

Pleas see me at the next meeting if you are 

interested. 

Barbara Green 

 

 

 

Hello Theatre Lovers! 

I can’t quite believe that we are fast approaching our 

next Theatre visit! 

This is a reminder to participants to go and search 

for your ticket which you have for the performance 

of THE RED SHOES BALLET taking place at the 

Royal Concert Hall on Thursday, March 9th at 2pm. 

It seems a long time ago since I made the booking 

for 36 tickets and, hopefully, you will ALL be able to 

retrieve your ticket from your ‘safe places’ easily!  

However, if there are any problems, please let me 

know as soon as possible so that I can get 

replacements printed. 

Please note that I do not have a Reserve List for 

this event. 

Looking ahead to March 21st 2018—the 20 tickets 

for WAR HORSE have arrived! 

These and a £2.80 refund each will be available for 

collection at the February Monthly Meeting. 

I would suggest that you store them in a ‘safe place’ 

again, and, if necessary, tell somebody else where 

they are! I can’t be held responsible for any future 

lapses in memory in a year’s time! 

I do have a Reserve List for this event. 

Theatre visits are open to all members and 

organised as a social event rather than a specific 

interest Group with a fixed membership. ALL visits 

are financed individually and, apart from a very 

small overall surplus of £10.29, are non-profit 

making. You may be interested to know that a total 

of £7774 was deposited last year for 14 visits to the 

theatre. I have been delighted with the response 

which has often enabled me to get discounted 

tickets and to give good refunds- which, no doubt, 

pleases us all!  

As you may know I retire as a Trustee this year and 

so will no longer be the Treasurer of the Secondary 

Account either.  This means that currently no more 

visits are on offer until the appointment of the new 

Treasurer who will be able to issue cheques. 

Many thanks to those members who have 

supported me so well. 

Julie Belk (0115 9328217) 

 

OUTINGS 

 

THEATRE 
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Items that may be of interest to our members 

 
Timebanking is a scheme that allows residents 
in a community to share their time, skills and 
talents for time. Whatever the activity one hour = 
one hour. For every hour you earn by helping 
someone in the community you have an hour to 
spend on something you would like help with or 
just simply something you like doing. The activity 
can be anything from gardening, crafts, dog 
walking, music lessons, computer support etc. 
etc. 

To be part of the scheme you have to become a 
member, this involves completing a membership 
form, providing two character references, 
providing photographic ID and proof of address 
and going through our very straight forward 
handbook, this induction process is done in 
person. Once a member you will receive a free 
hour to start you off. All exchanges must be 
organised through a Time Broker (Jo). This 
ensures that the exchange is covered by our 
insurance and that we are confident that 
everyone is happy and safe in the exchange. It 
maybe that some members are only happy to do 
exchanges in group settings or that some 
members need a parent, carer or support worker 
with them. We hold monthly time swap get-
togethers to give members a chance to meet 
each other and for people to come along and find 
out more. This is not compulsory but available 
should you want to get involved. 

More information 

You can also look at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/
timeswap 

We are also members of the national 
organisation Timebanking UK. Their website is 
also a good source of information http://
www.timebanking.org/ 

Timebanking has been in the UK since the late 
1990's and there are around 350 timebanks 
across the country. They show great results in 
improving the health and wellbeing of people in 
the community. 

Everyone has something they can share even if it 
is giving someone a call or having a cup of tea 
and a chat. We will have a time donation pot so 
those who really feel like they can't contribute 
can still benefit from getting a bit of help from 
their community. 

If you would like to know more please contact Jo 
Perkins using the details below. 

Erewash Time Swap Project Coordinator 

Adult Care 

Prevention Services 

County Hall, Matlock, DE4 3AG 

Tel: 01629 532049 or 07974 269193 

Email: joanne.perkins@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 

A willow weaving workshop with Alistair 

Hayworth on Saturday 4th February at Straw’s 

Bridge LNR, High Lane East, West Hallam, DE7 

6HZ. 

 

 

Meet in the car park for a 10am start, finishing at 

2pm. 

 

If you are interested in attending, you MUST 

book with caroline.pollard@erewash.gov.uk 

 

More information about Alistair can be found 

here http://underwoodcrafts.co.uk/ 
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